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| ace. an implicit Faith in God, and be pleaſecd 
with whatever pleaſes Him: He that made the 
Son and the Conde, tauſt,certaiply-know, bet 
| where: that ſhould ſhine and theſe, ſhould fall; 
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cobeys in all its Changes; 4 and om whatever, 
„ or with whatever Force 0 its Pol It; . 
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Hell, and are threatened every moment to = 
fwallowed up in the Deep 3 ot when. wighiy. 
; | Thundeing are ſent abroad, and the Fire 
5 runneth along upon the Gtounda and the 
Wind rages horribly, ſpreading Deſolation over 
the Land, and Mens Thain fail them. for. 
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2 Mankind, and the Human Race alone 


to be viſited with Plague, Famine or other 
fore Affliction: How ought, a. truly reſigned 
Perſon to conduct himſelf in theſe dreadful Cir * 
cumſtances? With what Reflections will the 
Senſe of this Duty focniſhibim 2 If = parrow- 
fall not to the Ground without the e 0 
Direction of the Sovereign Guardian. of the 
World if through His Divine Providence He 
eth the Graſs of the Field, and feedeth 


the. young Ravens, that call upon Him, He 


bath undoubtedly taken care of Man; He 
cannot be ſo. provident. for the inferiour, Parts 
of the Creation, and wanting to the Supe - 
_ flour 3 nay, is He not fo: tender of Mans 
Melfare, as to form ſome of them for; his im- 
mediate Uſe and Service? Is not one Fribs, | 
ordered to furniſh ' him with Clothes, and 
another, with Food? Man muſt; be therefore 
equally attended to in every; other Reſpect; 
the all- influencing Providence of; God is uni- 
form and conſiſtent with itſelf, as well through 
be Patio of the Brin Boing, as in Compa- | 
niſon of the Whole of that Being with. anc. 
ther: In the Seaſons then of Dearth or Sick 
nest When the Labour of the H 
faileth, and meagre Famine knocketh at qut 
x iſone eit we a. 
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my us in the Womb, and procu 
_ Friends in our Infatey; who hath Wersen on 
Aosta us thirough' an the Stages of Life, >} 
d vpom us all the Privileges of it, bath 
af6/xhought gr 10 "render ie Procarious, "and | 
__ filbjett'us' to Diſeaſes and Death; whenever 
— we ate zfflicted with Maladies (of Rat- 
ever Kind however painful, or Tatal they may 
be) we ſhould'receive them 45 Tent we Divine 


come from IPperaber 
cauſe He is ormgiſcient and 


8 He hath! 
Seals Which his Juſtiee and Knowledge bold 
we nad been incomplete „ 
it} perhaps tob much expoſecd to the Allutemefte 
13 or the Blandiſhments of falſe Pleaſures; 
ol it night bes neceſſary Counterpoiſe to our na- 
tural” or acquired Sclf-opinivh z A propet RE 
membran "of the Conditions of our Morta- 
tity; or che Forerunner of Death; 
vv cannot preſume to determine; but though 
we ure Strangers tb them in particular, we art 
— — — a the Deityjior 
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rejoice in it: — dn „ 


| the other; let us reſign 
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tion on hed Dwelling, our Rayment and 
our Food of che coarſer Sort; or. car 
worſe, ſhould: wo through inevitable Calamities; . 
be reduced from aſſiuent to indigent Circums 
ſtances, and neceſſarily fall into that Contempt | 
and Diſtreſs,” whieh Penury brings with it, 2 
ſtrong and ſteady Conviction of the ali- direct: 
ing Providence of God, and Integrity of Ming, | 
will inſpire-us-with Reſignation, : 9 to: 
us n 18 _ conloiatory: RU 
theſe, 1 2 . l 11405 © 
; | 8 Gos oy Creator; n Lord of the 
Dniverſe; all Things are His Property; the 
abſolute Diſpoſal of them, is veſted in Him; 
Life witk all its Appurtenances, is His free 
Gift; He gave me Exiſtende, Wwhen ang 
where He thought moſt proper z- and adjuſted 
all the Conditions of it; it is my Part theres 
fore, thankfully to receive what He hath-vouchs 
ſafed to give, and not to tepine at what He 
with- holds from me: Thoug | 
Favours as He pleaſes; y | 
to beſtow them in a partial, capricious Manner; 
His illimitable Power is devoted to His infinite 
Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Goodneſs When I con- 
ſider the Freedom of Men's Wills, the Volati- 
ty of their: Tempers, and the Mutability of 
nne I find it impoſſible in the preſent 
| 'D 3: 5 Eſtabliſh- 
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8 n the Stage of Life; and appoinẽ,ẽttt 
all the natural and 'neceflary. Removes in it 
beaten go renin eee 1 ng 
mm aracters that _ 
port during that Prog Hr 
— —-— 1 
it therefore what it will, 1 bave the grenteſt 
Reaſon not only to be contented with, but 
do prefer it to all others: I will neither wiſh to 
be in any Part of Life, than what Tam in at 
this Inſtant, nor aſpire after any other Stati- 
on, than what I am authorized or empow- 
_ ered to gain: exalted unattainable Poſts. may 
have a glaring Appearance, but they ſhall not | 
—— — 
_ oppoſe to ſuch rifing Paſſions, that they, who 
: ene Aan. wy pi different dale - 


ny eG Gr chow, wah iN th 
Virtues may wither in the un- ſhine, but 


Riches may excite ſome Vices, which now lie 


Herity ; it is_ happy for mod Meo, that their 
Liberty is tempered with Neceſſity i 1 know 
not myſelf; much leſs.can 1 judge of my Sta» 
tion; I will therefore leave it to Him w | 


e acquainted with bach ad 


ſured; that the infiokedly e 

who hath'richly pro 

Neſpect, hath not been whining to me in this. 

Could Padaratus, a Latcedemonian, when not 

elected into the Number of the Ephori or chief 

Magiſtrates, return home ſo well pleaſed with 

the Choice the Citizens had made, as to fa; 

«. That it did his Heart good to find there 

were in 1 Sparta three hundred better Men 

«/ than himielf: and . ſhall not I rejoice at 

the Election, "which the omniſeient Governour 4 

of the World hach made? Shall not I adore 

His W and congratulate my Fello - 

Creatures, [thine there are Millions endowed 

. with ſuperiour Abilities, and much better qus- 

| lified for the Preference. np e chem. 

3 before „ gant iS $1 yin wn) IRIO 3 

* bigbeſt = towels * while 'T thould 

make myſelf uneaſy about them? A Man's 

Ba Elle doth not conſiſt in the Abundance of his 

to our Fortune: Envy will realize ntaginary 

Differences, but Conteritment ſet all Condi- 

1 tions nearly.on a Level; he that is pleaſed with 

che State he is in, is ſuperiour to moſt Men; and 

inferiour to none; the only Way therefore to 

[ promote myſelf; is to ſuit my Mind to my Con- 

ms ion, and execute my Part well in it; this is i 
the 
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of myſelf to Him, Who doth not judge of Mens 
. from the Rank or Titles they bear, but 
from their Behaviour in them. Moſt Mens 
Ambition outruns their Knowledge; like the 
Sons of Zebedee, they ſolicit the higheſt Places; 


and like them, they know not what they aſk; _ 
it is ſufficient for me to know my Benefactor, 


and to be ſenſible of my Dependance upon Him 


for my Daily Bread ; I will go no farther, but 


leave it to His Divine Providence to give it me 
in whatever Manner He pleaſes ; I will pray 
with the Modeſty and Reſignation of the Son of 


Jaleb, Give me neither Poverty nor Riches, 


* but feed me with Food, convenient for me; 
and whereſoever thy good Providence ſhall 
| lead me, I will moſt willingly follow, be 
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firſt explain and prove theſe Aﬀertions, 
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The Word Charity hath been ſo Lomond | 
= applied to: Munifict r a 
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| Perſon, i in whatever Condition he may be; 
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= the ſame Effects, as Pride; and Men may ns 
_ deceive themſelves, as well a8 1 with — 


. is this Views, but not 
LE. to Knowledge; their Notions of it Semin 


or a falle and ſpurious Charity; they- 7; 
uppoſe it to confſiſt entirely in Almſgiving, or } 
they may give all they have to the Poor from 
VvVuorious religious Motives, without the leaſt ge- 
nevolence or Pity for them: they may think 
25 of making an Atonement for their Offences 
or of weaning” themſelves from the World, 
and give all their Goods to the Poor, to ſet ; 
their Affections on Things above; or they may 
ſttrip themſelves of what they have on Earth, 
for the Sake of laying up Treaſures in Heaven, 
and at the fame Time, be as inſenſible of the 1 
Neceſſities of the e as of their. own 
pern MWanns.c ts 5 8 Es 
Lt us for Inſtance, i ankle! Wn PT en Wb 
- a ſucceſsful-Courſe of Injuſtice, to accumulate 
vaſt Riches, and drawing near his End, ta 
be ſtruck with a Senſe of Guilt for. his ini- 
- <quitons Practices, and with the — -f Pp 
ions of an After-reckoning : let us ſuppole © 
Kms; are like - ay ns: ow: menti- | 


be melted i e 25 their Diſtre 
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: iniquitous Methods of : 
even: purchaſed an — in I= net = 
World, upon the eaſy Ternis of parting n D 
his gotten Wealth to Kamen wii he sn 
Ws keep 6 hielt nn — 
Thus, in cheſe Inftances; it al ident) ther. „ 
4 Perſon may gow the hole Word 0 the | ; 
our any other Thovghts: f cem, n 88 
the Relieving ef them happens wo be — 
Means for gratifying his particular | Paſſion't . 
: it is indeed for the Poor, thivlt | 
7 bappens o be ſo; às this Gratification concur- 
ting with their Relief, is ſo accidental, chat 
it might have been contrary to it, and then 
the very Reaſoh, which now mäkes him fo en- 


| teffively munificent; would have obliged him 
N to have teen a6 a oobetduñ and e reſniye 
to them. TR A e Side ö 
hs But laſtly, I may go 00 e to. | 
 affert, that a'Man may beſtow all he hath upon 
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of Kindneſs may be the ſtronger, in b. 
Flight.of the Mind from its contrary Bent: 
ve Evangelical Charity is a permanent Habit; 
uniform and ſteady in its Courſe; a Plant of 
ſuch a delicate Nature, that it will not thrive, 
Where any Thing of a contrary Quality is ne 
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3 the; anole | WINE a8 a [Si 


unjuſt Character of; Cha is 
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perience f the World; Act; 100 1 
many, through Ignorance or Narrowneſs of 
Education, prepoſſeſſed in Favour of a few, and 
prejudiced againſt the reſt of Mankind; the 
? _ ws _ 10 s Benevolence are ſo con- 
5 ach only, ty: weir o vn any 
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their — um 2s to conſume the 1925 1 an ad Meir 
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Darkneſs and Diſtreſs to the.” other ; 0 = 
i” declared "by the Apöſtle to de incone. 
 fiſtent), with Charity, “ Whic envieth e 
. thinketh no Evil; and rejoiceth not in Ini- 
« quity :” All ſuch bigotted Partizans, chere. 
fore, ate exctedlingly defective in this Divine 
 Accompliſhment, hi ch like the Sus, thine 
without Exception ups on all, and communicates 


its Heat and Light i; every Thing around. 
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| burned without" any” aci 
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Wu fs it hady fit je with Sh, thay = 
ate widely diffetent in cheir-Narmre's char is 
mangumne auc waits, Ibis is gentle an ech: 
And it requires hot little” Prudence dovartemper = 
them mutually im ſueꝶ a Manner tat B may = 
de pesterved in clieit e eee 
N Zeal may ane not the | 
Coolneſs of Chiitity* Zen bur the 
chief Danger is on the Side of Zeal; the leaſt 
Spark of which is ſtrangely apt to inflame the 
| other Paſſions and harden the Heart. If a Per- 
ſon (as it hath been ſuppoſed) may contract ſuch 
Prejudices, as to think it a meritorious Act to 
deſtroy all thoſe, who cannot pronounce his Shi“ - 
|  boleth, and at the oy time, be ſo exceſſively 
attached to thoſe, who can, as to part with _ 
all his Goods: for ae Sake ; is it not eaſy to 
Imagine that the ſame Perſon may be as ready 
to lay down his Life as his Eſtate for the Ser- 
vice of his Party? The Hiſtory of all Ages and 
Countries abounds with Examples of un char: 
table Zealots, who are ready to burn or to 
be burnt for the Cauſe which they eſpouſe: A 
And there is one, recorded in the Annals of 
this * ſo pertinent and full to the 
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Nature, and will IN; as — Man and 
mie 556i ow or 
wand Goddeſs: is hte moſt Wed of a ds. 
vine Attributes; and as God hath created us 
after bis on Image, by diſtinguiſhing us from 
all others, as benevolent Beings, and endouing 
us with larger Capacities for doing good, on 
what Virtue, could our gracious Creator lay A 
greater Streſs, than on this, by which, we 
beighten our Reſemblance to Him, and Miſe 
the human to a: Godlike Natute? For which 
"Reatbas it is eaſy. to ſuppoſe, that the bleſſed 
Author of our Religion hath made it the Mark, 
by which his Diſciples are to be diſtinguiſhed; 
i, By, this, ſays. He, ſhall all Men know. that 
« ye are my Diſciples, if ye have Love one for 
„ angther;” Let the Exhibition of this Virtue 
in your Practice, be the Declaration of the 


Religion in your Heart; and extort this Con- 3 | 


feſſion from all Mankind, There goes a Diſ- 
_ Ciple, of Jeſus Chriſt, you may know him 
his extraordinary Love, and Chatity: As our 
Lord himſelf. then hath, inſtituted this Prin- 
 ciple, as the chief Qualification: of a Chriſtian, 
it is highly incumbent upon Wer we N 
1 ourſelves by it. 153 2 
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for that Reaſon, have heen endowed with ſ 
natural Power, . if we have not G, 


he principal Qualification and Characteriſtick 
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as nothing. 
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the principal Qualification of his Diſciples, fo 


it will be the chief Criterion, by which He 


will 1 them, when He ſhall come to adg- 


2 Many will plead, that they have 


2 *:-propheſied in the Name of Chriſt, and by 
„ His Name have caſt out Devils, and done 
s many wonderful Works; but theſe are not 


the Teſts, by which they will be tried; it is not 
 faid, that Men will be aſked; what F aith have 


they had in Chriſt? How many Profelytes have 
they made? Or, how zealous: have they been 


in propagating, or defending His Religion? 
Should theſe be the OB of Enquiry, the 125 
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not worth "mentioning, in Cop 
that: It is only revealed, that, at Me laſt 
Day of Account, (when we ſhall be fümmenec 
to appear befbte the juſt Judge of Heaven and 
Earth, who will paſs an irreverſible Sentence ä 
upon us, according to what we have done i nl 
this Life,) we ſhall be interrogated,” what 
fſices of Chatity wWe have done? «Have we'fed 
the Hungry? clothed' the Naked'? ' viſited the 
Sick ? or been hoſpitable to Strangers? And if 
theſe appear (univerſal, as to extend to the 
leaſt of our Fellow Creatures, or of the Brethren 
of bur Lord, He will confider them as done t: to 
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— ere mult be a great Demerit in un- 
charitable Zeal, which, for Religions Sake, 
deſtroys the Lives of other Men: Though” 1 

give my Body to be burned, arid have- nor Charity; 
the Suppoſition is purely negative; here is only 
à bare Defect of this Virtue ſuppoſed; the Tem- 
per may be wholly indifferent; or there may 
be no Diſaffection or Hatred in it; yet, in this? 


; bare Abſence of VO or indifferent * 
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guiſh themſelves by; if they have not this Mark; 
they may be the. Vaſſals of Ambition or Ava- 
rice; they may be Slaves ro Prejudice and Paſ- 
ſion; they may be blind Bigots in Superſtition 
or Enthuſiaſm; but they cannot be the Servants 
of God, or the Diſeiples of Jeſus Chriſt: He, 
that profeſſeth Chriſtianity, profeſſeth a Reli- 
gion of Patience, Meekneſs, and Benevolence; 15 
be engages to free his Heart from all Envy, 
Revenge, and Malice ; and hath. made a ſo- 
lemn Vow, that he will be of a Tem- 
per; will love his Neighbour as himſelf 5 and 
be in Charity with all Men; and if he fail i 
theſe Points, he is a Scandal to his Religion 
and whatever his Profeſſion may be, his Prin- 
ciples and his Practices are Anti-Chriſtian: 
Confider,, how inconſiſtent it is to enforce the 
Doctrines of Love, with the Spirit of Hatred; 
or to be zealous for ſupporting the Religion of 
Charity, by Cruelty and Perſecution : He that 
is angry with his Brother for any Difference of 
Opinion, is moſtly to blame, 7 — loſing his 
own Temper ; and by the very Means that he 
| is uſing to reſtore him to the Faith, he is caſt» 
ing himſelf the we from it: The Unity f 
the Church is beſt preſerved, by Unity of Af. 
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| : though we cannot be of one Mind, yet, let us be 


of one Heart: Let us ſhew by our Gentleneſs, 


Forbearance, and Forgiveneſs, what Spirit we 
breathe, and whoſe Diſciples we are: May 


Chriſtianity ever convey to us the lies of. 


Love ! May there be no other Contention a- 
mong its Members, than that of outvying each 
other in Benevolence! May we heap Coals of 
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5 * 1 Faith a 3 e, and 


Fire upon the Heads of our Enemies, in no 


other Manner, than by forgiving and feeding 


them ! And may we difplay the Excellence of 


our Religion, and confute the Gainſayings of 
our Adverſaries, by approving ourſelves the 


moſt faithful Friends to Mankind, the moſt 
worthy Members of Society, and the kindeſt 


Neighbours ! S0 ſhall we be the Sons of 
« God, and make one Fold, under one Shep- 
<« herd Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; and may the 
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4 God of Peace, Who brought Him from the 


dead, make us perfect in every good Work, 


4 to do His Will; to whom are due all Ho- 
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« accept them, neither will I regard the Peace- 
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| Prophets, and gave the moſt. 
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nent in the Cay to ſay to its Potter, « Why 
©; haſt; thou made me thus?” yet He hath 
faſhioned it as truly, and dealt by it as equi- 
tably;as if He had abſolutely been accountable to 
„under the Jewiſh Diſpenſation, -when' 
ifed-to ſpeak by the Mouth of "His 
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tions of He wil, He 
2 called u Jkt Bous 

' Iſrael to judę e of His Actions, by the ſame 
Canon Which He had given them to ſquare 
| their own by; © at what Time he 
n and challenged them 

to ſhew, wherein His Ways were unequal.” 
- -A third Property of this endenden: Virtue 
is, chat it is neceſl al to: Society; 


Bot fubſiſt the-leaſt-Part of Time without it; 


Fears may drive, or Hopes draw Men toge- 
ther; but it is Juſtice which forms them into 
2 Socidty, and keeps them in it, when it is 

3- that every Member may do and re- 


and upon which it n 
In the general Society which 


Ai ee of e we ddl 


be done unto, of Humanity and Benevolence 


(hich reſult from its very Conſtitution, and 


by which it is ſupported, and muſt continue to 


exiſt,) are the Inſtitutes of natural Juſtice; 


every diſtinct civil Community, is a Subdiviſion 
under this Greater, ſubordinate and ſubſervient 
to it; and all the various Forms of Govern· 
ment, are only collateral Aſſiſtances, orartificial, 
| Improvements of this univerſal natural Society; 
they are all eſtabliſhed upon the ſame Prin- 
ciples, and calculated for the fitmer Union of 
their reſpective Members, and rendering them 
more worthy Citizens of the World: And: all 
local political Statutes, or municipal Laws, are 
nothing more than Explanations, and Promul- 
gations of Parts of the general Inſtitutes of 
2 adapted to particular Seaſons, Places, 


men fe Over af chem; and! what- 
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Welfare ; 1 il. 
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ho guns, may read them; the wayfaring 
«, Many though à Fool; cannot err therein: 
Every one knows what it is to he honeſt and 
juſt in his Tranſactions; Providence hath mads 
this the common Senſe of Mankind, and all. net 


only, acknowledge and appeal to it, as to a 


well known: Rule, but their Conviction is ac- 
companied with a Senſe of an Obligation; they 
feel it to be their Duty, and their Conſcience 
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ee preſerving the Being ef 'Soulcty, und en. 
truſted with no more Power, than of "renders 
| Ing ourſelves' more or leſs happy, by 
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oY or kſs Uſe of it: The Love 51 Juſtice, there- 
= e, is a natural Paſſion, implanted in us by 
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| Divine Providence, through which we are pow 
= erfully drawn towards it, and cannot, without 
El öffering Violence to ourſelves, be diverted from 
= Be hence, it hath that Majeſty ſtampt upon i ie, 
4 are pre-poſleſſed in its Favour, and, whatever 
Eo Men may be in theinſelves, they cannot help 1 
© © teeming it in another, Truth is ſttöng, and will 
pPrevail, it is ſtrong in itſelf, and it is ft g in 
1 the Hearts of the People; the Stream of their 
KAffections alw always" flows with it, and with 
1 whatever Force, it may for a Time be ob- 
ſetructed, like the Power of mighty Waters, it 
. wilt at length break through,” and! carry 
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«purer Eyes; than to behold. oa I 

« He hath no Pleaſure in Wickedtics neither 

* ſhall Evil: dwell - with | him The foolich 

«ſhall not ſtand in His Sight; Hie hatech all 

c the Workers of Iniquity. As juſtice is 

| the Cement. & Injuſtice is the Dee e 


all the e ee are 9 L.. — 
che Parts not only diſunite, but güin a repul 
1 n and ſtart: and fly from tach other, 

And farther, if wo wanted a clearer Demon- 
ftration of Injuſtice being the Bane of Society; | 
we borrow Arguments from the” Bre. 14 
fefſors of Iniquity, who furniſh' us with Wea - 7. 
1 us againſt themſelves: the very Principle 

which unites their Intentions againſt Mankind, 
cannot unite their Affections to one anòther; 1 
Scheme to its utmoſt Latitude, and be un: 
formly unjuſt through their Whole Conduct, 
oops One s e ee be liſted up againſt 
rother g. Againſt him; 
ps the Haaſe e thus totally diſ- 
oy” within irfelf, ine vitabl fall; when, 
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and are led to impeach 


£ they enter into a Ce * 


among themſelves; for the more | ſucceſsful 
Practice of Injuſtice, they ate obliged to act 
| inconſiſtently, to deſert their own Profeſſion; 
and find it abſolutely neceſſary to call in 
Juſtice to their Aﬀiſtance, and obſetve ſome 
Rules of Honeſty and Honour among | them- 
ſelves, to hold them together, and form the 
Bands of Iniquity: Manifold Experience 
abundantly proved, that their Combination is 


hath 


never: more effectually broken, than when they 


gad tce induced from the Motive of Lucre or Self- 
P reſervation, to act upon their o 


n Principles; 
and betray their Com- 
panions: How little Truſt can they repoſe, | 
then, in one another, whoſe very Profeſſion is 


_ toi deceive ? How unnatural {muſt all thoſe 
Schemes be, which are inconſiſtent with, and 


ſubverſive of themſelves? And, in what a deſ- 


perate Situation are thoſe Projectors placed, Wo 

are compelled to act againſt the Bent of their 

oven Minds, for carrying them into | 

and while, drawn together by their common 
are tepelled 2 one another * . 
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Intereſts, 
cheir common Riepe tie 
e eee 
3 doth that Virtue come, which 
the Practice of its moſt inveterate Enemies, - 
rs: e ſuch 4 Teſtimony to? e vaſt In- 
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partial Application” of it, 
be fo. uſeful and neceſfary, even to its Foes, 
how” yes . mut it; be to thoſe 


innate Averſion in the humin'Breaft to hn 
tier; "We are aſhamed of it*inoutrſelvi and 
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e it in dur Neighbour'; Nothing fenders a 
Petſon more contemptible in the Eye of be 
World than Iniquity; and where Nature ope- 
ates freely, Mien cannot avoid bein 

22 the Relation of Violence and O 
Fee Bowever der boy + 
| Place; and moved with Trdigition © 
_ Oppreſibr : 
at this owe me 0 
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© _ appear mbſt excellent, but without | it, 


venerable, how 


per to be ee | eſpecial 
Bn _ chiedly pn | rom | 


this Te 5 alone, = 


(conſidered as its tan) is "= 
neficial, and eee 


=D "Bind this Divine” Bain to: vi 
arling Object of the of. Kings? Hence, 
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then we are all Obedience and Reſignation { 
we "make His Will our own, and whatever 


Jifficultics or Diſtreſſes we meet with, they 
in the Mirror of this Faith to be Be 
fits; and through an implicit Truſt in His 
| Juſtice, we receive them with Catnplacency, 
Hut, if ſuch an ample Confidence be placed, 1 
through the Means of this unerring Power, in 
che Deity, 4 proportionable Degree of Credit 
will be given to every other Poſſeſſor of it; ts 
it be the brighteſt Diadem in the Crown of 
Heaven, 'with what Radiance muft it ſhine in 
Breaſt? It will perfect there every Endow» 
ment; and by preſiding over our Aﬀedtions, 
and directing tlie Underſtandipg, and all the 
Powers: of the Mind, "heighten our Reſem- 
blance to o Creator; and 'exalt, the. human 
to a godlike Nature. wr! "3 . 
But, thirdly, As Juſtice” js the Bond, and In. 
Jause the Piſſolution of Society, It is the firſt 
and principal Puty of the molt ſocial af all 
- Beings; to purſue che one and deteſt the other, 
Injuſtice is infamous in irfelf, and odious in the 
Sight 'of Mankind, we ſhould | flee from it 
therefore, as from the” Face of a Serpent; ta 
which we Have à natural Antjpathy, and whoſe 
Bite 1 fatal: Ang as nothing can be expected 
from open or p Manch Villainy, but Shame and 
0 * * Confuſion 


"Ts 
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Confuſion of Face, let no Man flatter, himſelf 
that he can make any Advantage of covert 
Wrong: How, can one Kind of Iniquity be 
amended by what is wor Can Hypocriſy 
give what it hath: not? Or, can Good - reſult 
from the Cc ion of two Evils? To be 
foul within and fair, without,, to hide a cor- 
rupt. Heart under a ſound Form, is ſuch an 
arduous Taſk, that the moſt artful. Diſſem- 
bler cannot long prevent a Diſcovery; but 
however difficult, the Taſk may be, the Sons 
of Iniquity find it impoſſible to ſucceed, with- 
out it; and at length, 10 their Sorrow, im- 
poſſible to ſucceed. with it: Diſſimulation 
would be fincere and inconſiſtent, with itſelf, 
if, with the Shew of deceiving others, it did + 
not turn its Cheat upon its Followers; let us 
take Care therefore how N any Streſs 
upon that Vice, which deſtroys all Confidence 
in one another, and is like * the ſharp-poir |; 
&« Staff,” (mentioned, by. the Prophet,) «on, 
« * which, if a Man lean, it will 80 into his 
But Wut, face ane is nga to | Bi 
Wm: and Men can no more live as ſocial 
Beings without it, than they can breathe with- 
out Air, ſhould they not eſteem it as p 
as their Lives? Both their Intereſt and their 
Duty call * them to ſhew the — Re- 
gard 
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gad to it; and in whatever Circumſtances they 
are placed, ot in whatever Capacity they act, 
they ſhould. make'it.cheir © :onlts ag £ 
5 Af «as be. Clad nM as Individuals 
abſtracted from Society; even in this partial 
View, it will appear a moſt deſirable Accom- 
2 and Knee it bath pleaſed the Au- 


"3 Love af Juſtice; / the cheriſhing) and 1 improving 
of it, is following the Direction of Nature, or 

a Concurrence with the Will of God; it is 
ſtrengthening that Affection, which will ba⸗ c 
lance all the reſt, and eſtabliſh ene 55 

nimity and Peace of Mind: Ob, l Irons Hivw 

If we be conſidered as Members of Family 

or in reſpect only to our neateſt Relations, 


Juſtice is as neceſſary in the leaſt as the largeſt Da 


Societies; nay, it may bind the faſter in hav- | 

ing the fewer SubjeQs to ex encloſe ;; it is there 
C of dometick Harmony, 
Ae ige Men to be of one Mind in an 
„ Houſe:” And if it be a joyful Thing to 

well SR. in Unity; and Quietneſs under 
Roof be the next eligible Bleſſing to 
8 in our own. Breaſt; how ought we 
to adore. that Qualification, by which - 1% 
- eee 


* W ee. 0 
z nay, it will bon do 
more; ĩt will breed Benevolence and Love: 


nu down as Waters, and Righteouſneſs as a 


1s CO 


5 ſhip, - and from being eee 
ſhall ſoon become benevolent and generous. 
But laſtly, if Juſtice de ſueh a —_ 

Qualification in private Life, how much moro 


valuable muſt it be in à publick Station, and 
eſpecially in thoſe. who are the Profeſſors and 
Diſpetiſers of it; the Influence of the private 
—— Spring, whaſe' Cut+ 
rent is ſmall, and of a ſhort Extent; but they 
who act in a publick Character, are the main 
Sources of Equity, from which, when open 
and free, Judgment (uncorrupted and pure) will 


mighty Stream, diffuſing itſelf thro' the whole 
Land, refreſhing and enlicening Plant, 
from the proud Cedar to the humble Maſs; 
then, the Earth will bring forth her Inereaſe, 
and every Man, fitting under bis Fig - Tree 
et and His Vine, reap unmoleſted the Fruits 
of his ere und enjoy _ the — of 
| Society. 4 el 111 
% How te are- OR Feet; ws! uh 
* only the Meſſengers, but the Authors of Peace, 
and make the Glad Tidings vyhieh they bring?” 
How is every Breaſt enlarged at the Approach 


of thoſo venerable Magiſtrates who aw choc 
with Righteouſneſs, and whoſe! Judgritent is as 
Robe and à Diadem; who make the Heart 
of the Innocent to dance ſor Joy; and of the 
i950 4085 ; Guilty 
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O'URSE un , 
are Fa- 
« thers to'the/Fatherleſs, and the Cauſe, which 
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-- Thrice tnopy bs that — has FD 


d e e hr ampleſt Rewards on 


the moſt deſerving, however obſcured in the 
Jow Vale of Liſe; and weighs out her 1 e wieſt 
Puniſhments to the vileſt Criminals, 


But however Blind es may be with reſpect 


e in the Diſcernment of the Truth! 
May ſhe pour forth the largeſt Vials * 
| Fury upon thoſe Caitiffs, who dare to violate 
| her Courts, or attempt to ſubvert Ther: Jang 
Ss by Perjury or Corruption 
May the injured always find fee and 0g 
| Acceſs to hr, e ſpeedy-andl effettual alen 
May "i Dion neither loſe onpht een 
Value from frivolous Delays; ee PO 
with unreaſonable Expences! 
And may thoſe Stewards, who ate e ſelected 
for theic Abilities and Integrity from their Don 
thren, and entruſted with the Interpretatic 
the Laws of their Country, uſe their / — 
tianary Power in them contain the 
| Subſtance, as well as the Form of Juſtice;:and 
through 
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through their liberal Conſtructions, may they 

aboliſh that unnatural Diſtinction between ga 

and right ; and prevent this Virtue, which is 
moſt amiable in her native Simplicity, from be- 
ing enveloped in her Drapery. 

So ſhall they who fit in the Seat of Judg- 

ment, be accounted worthy of double Honour; 

worthy to be revered for the High Office 
abet udn worthy to. he; doen} or 
the faithful Execution of it: 

And ſo ſhall they arrive at the higheſt Pitch 
of Glory that Ambition can aſpire to, or Per- 
fection reach, either in this World, or the 

next, the Verdict of Conſcience in their Fa- 

vour, and the Seal of univerſal Approbation 

upon Earth, and the Ratification of both in 

that ſupreme Court of Juſtice, where their 
great Archetype, the all-juſt Judge of Heaven 
and Earth, will fit to receive them with that 
welcome Eulogy, < Well done, ye good and 

_ « faithful Servants; ye have been faithful oyer 

hay © a few Things, I will make you Rulers. over 
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44 e 
e th an, who 
a irc d, wn tend .f ine ade 
bo diredt Reply} Bury veſtionel, whether Self- 
| Intereſt was not the — 
lineſs; and then urged in Support of this In 
ſinuation, that he Had always been heed with 
uffluence j that all his Undertakings had been 
crouned with Sucetfs ; and no Mnſottune or 
f Malally been ſuſferec to 
therefore, his Piety had nr bern put to the 
| Thy but let him, . 
Da 
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of hig God- 


approach him ; and 
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of his Poſſeſſons, and viſited with Affüctions, 
and he would OS n and 


This 7 ſeems to ts that the 
of Piety ſhould be entirely difintereſ” 


* thatwe ſhould rwe God without any 
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| explin 1. es the Nature of Self-Intereſt, | 


Fit 1 7 endeavour 


war 


. * 9 * 173 
of 1414 * * * A * 
7 
757 9 


1 bag * * : 
14k Wetih #7. 


100 Eittg = "y . 


9 A oy 
+ 1 
, Er * 
; ' c 
4 * 
” 5 


As 


2 


Secondly; I will 


proper, Ingredient in every Principle of 
«nl ere, ou d beg nadt hos Anil. 


Thirty, Shew in what genſe the Purſait of 


_ 1:22) Se Intereſt is unnaturdl and vicious, ſet ; 
10 [before yow the ſeveral Species of a Lande 
bas Selfiſhneſs3 and ex th 
Sg cf this 
1 . ard 7 1! 9 ir 


n the Forte 
Otheston lies; Doth Ju fear 
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1 198 offer. themes to me n ae D 
11 oi Pg Uſes. N are 00 een y pm 
7 eme and what Influence the en 
= i . have upon our PracticſGgGGGqCGQ.. 
: | — rs. ini hkbiua" 
urſuit of. Self-Intereſt is natural; and en- 
quire, whether we are under any O 
ar e | -what they are.) mags 15781 
But, in order to treat this Subject in clear 
wind! diſtin Manner, it will be previouſly ne- 
ceſſary to deſoribe what Self · Intereſt is, and to 
determine the Senſe, in which it is here un- 
Jerflood =: ie ein no ire e mods 
As Man is a compound Being, he maybe 
ffected in various, and even contrary Ways, 
by the ſame Object, in different Parts, or 1 
at different Times; Thus, for Iaſtance, the *Y 
Pleaſure: of the Palate may be ſucceeded by the 1 
Pain of Diſeaſes, or imbittered- with: uneaſy 
Reflections. and both may cunſtitute one com- 
Effect of the ſame Intemperance; Gain 
may de the preſent, and Loſs the future Con- 
ſequence of the ame Act of Fraud or OppreF- 
* a, — 2 
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| Takdraft] from any fingle Thougtit; Word, or 
Action, or from any Compoſition of them con- 
ſicdered as one Cauſe, we muſt not reckon upon 


Q 


come Effects} and omit others; but 
de ee e 3 the fame Cauſe, 


Bon dee ths — 
total of their Good om Evil are duly eſtimated 
and Duration; hen they 
| euſt un dn each Side and 

e then, if the Difference which ariſes 
" from this Balatee be om the Side of Good, 
that will exhibit our true and real ' Intereſt 


„ This true and real Intereſt:in: 
ing from the complete Conſe 
Purt, or the Whole of our Conduct, is the In- i 

tereſt which is meant in this firſt Head; which, 
to ſhew, that 
* the Parka 0 anion 4 een +1 

And firſt, Se Love is a natural and unver- | 


peti 

'of this principal Movement of the Will; and 
are ſubordinate and ſubſcrvjent to it but it is 
r | „ 
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of this-Piſkon Para, „„ 
ſions be eſſential to our Conſtitution, organ x 
Ur ification: of them natural, it fallors, that | 
the Purſuit ae TOP be natura 
TCC 1 acizat ama. i 
Again, Self-Preſervation. is uh firſt Law-iof 
Nature; both as it is the firſt» Leflon which 
Nature dictates, and our neateſt Concern; but 
pep ann Is it Poly Thur 


wa us: ſy 1 Vie i Menn 
to avert every greater or leſs, every preſent 
or diſtant Evil, and embrace every Gobd? And 
what" is this, but dhe Purſt'of our genuine | 
Intereſt ? 4 *. an „ n 3 n 271 
Ot in other Words, doth not Self-Proferne- | 
tion conſiſt in taking a proper Care of ourſelves? 
And is not this proper Care a Purſuit of Self- 
Intereſt? Is there any Diſtinction between 
them? Can there be any real Self-Intereſt, which 
doth not imply a proper Care of ourſelves? Iris 
evident there cannot be; and; therefore, this 
8 be as natural as Self-Preſervation „ 
But farther; the Obſervance of this Law is 
fo neceſſary; that Providence conducts us, and 
1 — * I to it; our Appetites 
: , exciting 8 to he 
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. We have Deſires o 
draw: us d hat is good, and Fears to repel us 
foom unt is Evil; bee eee 
path or Averſions, \NOXIOUS . r 
Things, where Reaſon or Experience would | 
eee warn us e ne 

loud as e face aber and proſecute our 


au uur 5 x wh Pup As 29vR---07 
But it may be objecind, Ane 
prones too mech; if the Purkuit of Self-Immened 
be natural, then it will be neceſlary ; and mtb 
4a ura meer abe can be no moral 


Dhligation : , ane} en 
To this L eas chat-4bough! Selb. Lone 5s 
0 lng a Pallion, thot it is inpoſſible not to. 
done oui, Yu There is no Nie of loving 
wutſdves in a preper Manner the Paſſion it- 
delf is unte and: necefiary; s hut the Intendien - 
and; Reavttion, the Application and 2 
Fee ae Bupjec 
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Reaſon and intellectual Powers, to inveſtigate 


and aſcertain it ; though tho” Purſui it of dur 
cular Appilicatos ef editelves 10 our [real In. 
tereſt, is the Act af a rational and free Being 


Intereſt in general be neceſſary, yet 


we are hound to it, only by the Laus of God 
and the Dictstes of | Reaſon and Conſci 
and conſequently it is a moral 


Obligation, 
im to the nent Thing propoſed to be 
eee Wh WET 


an infinite Variety and Succeſſion of 


Individuals? What Solution of this Queſtion | 


can give greater on? Or, what Caule 
appear more adequate to fuch an Effect, than 


| don; lated bedded: 

merable Creatures, for the Diſplay of illimitable 
pr r TTITE 
n 67 e Ft! "_ 4 mL - uſed 
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at + Diſtance from! us, and da ab 


; de 8 | 5 
. hots tid tha !- 
arc ſuch a manifold Order of Beings,” and fach i 


nnn r 
Space with inhu- 
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| conceived more + proper Selbe — 
the Deine Attributes, or more correſpondent 
With che great Author of Nature, than the 
univerſal Good of the World ? If all Creatures 

arte called from Non=exiftence into an eligible 
State, and by their Creation are rendered happy, 
or placed in 'a: Capacity of being happy, then 
Life is a deſirable Bleſſing; and our Creator 
_ mill Rand-to-up in the Relation of a enefactot 
en e d e ot boiwprs | 
Since it af ppears then, both from Reaſon ant 

Obſervation, that Happineſs is an Endowment 

moſt: worthy of the Deity; and the Good of 
all His Works," the View: of His Divine Pro» 
 vidence3-fince He hath" done every Thing en 
Hie Part, which is juſt and right, and, only 

[| eraſed to act ire: He hath enabled us * 
_ execute for ourſelves; it muſt be our Duty to 
| proceed upon His Plan, to promote the ſame 
1 gteat End, _— OT eee ee 
ae deensd The The Proſecution of our true 
Intereſt therefore, is mee with the 
Will of God, a Vindication of His Divine 
Providence, Gratitude to our all- gracious Bene- 
factor, and Piety and rel ſove· 
reign Author of Nature. 
[| gain, A al Crinttrea en Bellow bjects 
= kn fem one nie Society under the fi 


of the Wild; there:miſh; be 
an entire Connection of its Parts, and a Coa- 
leſcence aſs. aſi, every private” Welfare 
muſt contribute to, and conſtitute one general 
Good; and each ar cp" gin) or Evil, : 
fore,” are bound e their own; —— 
as they are Fellow Creatures and Fellow Mem- 
bers of this univerſal Kingdom; ee g ”_y 
Purſuit of it is a general Concern. 
And Men are not only Dental * ths 
World in general; bat diſtinguiſhed, in a pe- 
culiar Manner, as a of benevolent and 
and more nearly related to one Ee Who 
a more * eee of Gaad wk Evil, 
and more ſenſible Union of Intereſts, than Ani» / | 
mals of a ſubordinate Nature: They are en- 
dowed likewiſe, with ſtrong benevolent Aﬀec- 
tions and ſympathetick Powers, through which 
they ſympathize with one another, and partici- 
pate each other's. Joys and Sorrows ; every Man 
is obliged, therefore, by the Duties which he 
owes to his Fellow Creatures, and by the Laws 
of Humanity and Benevolence, to conſult his 
own Welfare, as the common Intereſt of Man- 
kind; when he ſuffers, all the Members of 
the ſame Body ſuffer, with. him; and, if it be 
beg OS unjuſt 
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** or unlawfül fur 4 Man to . 
Houſe on Fire, when his Neighbout 's is ' con» 
tiguous to it; as the Flames may be communi- 
ful | Calamity z what g 
blick ue 9 0 a tener 

apes. 1 its or —— or = 

Intereſt,” when all have a Share in them, and 
we „erer Mum 
of others? io 1004 4K . DA 
But farther,: we are ſtill more cloſely! con- 
nected with our intimate Acqusintance, our 
boſom Friends, our near Relations anal Fami- 


.» 5 | : + upon 2 
are,/ab/it were, 4 Part of anche, ws hae 
done common Weal, and riſe and fall pe. 
| We are acting therefore for others as well as 
_ ourſelves: + e e go” age. 
bourhood, the Bonds of y 

Ties of Affinity and Conſanguinity, —.— 
additional Obligations to purſue our Self- In- 
tereſt; * If any provide nor-tor his cunt; and 


„ he hath denied the Faith, and is worle than 
. Infidel: But how can a Man for 
them, while he takes no Care of himſelf ? His 
own Intereſt is included in theirs, and the Dif- 


which: het owes do boy Wie 
1 domeſtion Deinen | 
Relation and owing. a Duty to oudſelves. ” ny 
here are ſeveral concurrent Cireutmiſtan = 
which, in an eminent Manner, oblige us to the 
Proſecution of our true Intereft. © Pot bed 
© As, firſt, we" beft know onſite and bot 


Power; Self-Love is 4 Paſſion inunediately un- 
Peer der , ile Proviges 
to guard apainft Detect, a2 . 
Exceſs ; to prevent irs Miſapplication; and di- 
rect it in fuch 4 Manner, as t6 obtain ſts de- 


2 Intereſt ſot his Sake ; the: c 


other Duties are directed 3 ſocial Affections 
muſt be, moderated by Self- Love; the Pro- 


8 want no pong this Love E only 


5 wail wo little <a them. .. he tet 4 


We are likewiſe neareſt — to dle, 
and ſituated in the Centre of our own Sphere; 
if then anothers Connection with, Depen- 
dance upon, and Proximity to us, oblige us 0 | 


Zonr greate Dependance, and imme⸗ | 
diate Proximity to. ourſelves, will, more oblige! 
W the Purſuit for. our own Sake. 9 5 of. op 

And for this Reaſon; the Duty to ourſelves) 
is prior in Nature, to the Duty io our Neigh- f 
bour; as it is a ſuperiour Obligation, by which 


FS 


motion. of our Brother's Welfare, made to 
coincide with, and, ſubordinate to our ons | 


be. exceſſive and criminal, whos diverts- us 


from a prudent Concern for ourſelyes; and a, 


Lie beyond our . Circumſtances, gre” 


There is no Injunction, indeed, f in, he H ly 5 
Seriptures to love ourſelves; ag it would 
have been unneceſſary and, ſuperſſuous 3 „ we. 


Ron to it; but 
EX: 


se 
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4 love thy Neighbour as thyſelf ;* hank « yy 
| Love of ourſelves is not only ſuppoſed, but 
made the Meaſure of qur Love of him, which 


ought to equal, but not exceed it; if then 
we were not obliged to love ourſelves, or if it 


was unlawful to purſue our own Intereſt, we 


ſhould be under no Obligation to love our 
Neighbour, or to promote his Intereſt: This 
Duty to him, is thus connected with, and reſts 
upon the Duty to ourſelves ; and we might 
have had no eee — had we had none 
at home. 

To all which, give me e, chat 
Self- Love is not ſhe the-Maſter Paſſion, but 
comprehends all — Affections of the Mind, 
which ſeem to be different Streams, iſſuing 
from the ſame Source or Fountain - Head; and 
conſequently, all the Obligations which an in- 


1 telligent and moral Being is under, to exert his 


Reaſon in the Government of himſelf, and the 
Diſcipline of his Paſſions, concur in exciting 
him to the Regulation of his Self-Love, and 
the juſt Proſecution of his own true Intereſt. 
Upon the Whole, it appears, that we are 
obliged to ſtudy and purſue our own Welfare, 
| as it is a Part of our Duty to God, our 
Neighbour, and ourſelves. "$206 
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Xa like cannot be applied to a good Man; no one 
Virtue can deſtroy mo Practice of another, or 
irtuous; chere is n 7 
. d Harmony imotig all che irtues; tl | 
iim one another, and 1 the Addition of the : 
- Prihis may n Px . Compariſon 3 8550 8 
may be greatet or leſ Degrees of, but no Re- 
pugnancy, between them: Since then we ate 
under ſome Obligations, to proſecute our Wel- 
fare, no other can counteract them; but on 
the contrary, all ſeem to be ſubordinate to t 
ſupreme Law of Selſ · Preſerration, and ſubſer- 
eient to che Purſuit of our real Self. Intereſt. 
11 p prove, that the Principle 
= of © true. Sell-lntereſt, is «i paper Lag 3 


--And bl, Un general there ſcoms to. \be as 
tereſt, the one-is x neceſſarp,Cotiſequence fy 
the other and one-Hoppinels. cauſt ariſe f 
Propolitions upon, moral. Subjects, _—_ 
nearer. to. ſelſ- evident Axioms, than theſe, 
mat is conformable de Nature an Trutb is 
Jedi that is, naturally; good or advantageous : 
To add àt it becomethi@. Man in all the-Circume 
ſtances and Conditions . — d 


y and rational — 0 #5, 
whey — 4 


Wade 0s ditecy . Practde ef eery EY 
tue, as the proper Means to dur Intereſt 5 but, : 
if this End "muſt be armed Uifough the 


— any nec thĩs End? F 

If the Principle of Intereſt - obliges us to" be 

virtuous; can the Principle” ef Virtue Hl; ge 
us to be diſint d? Muſt riot theſe Frina ph 
les be confifänt with, "and olintel wm 

each.other.''- ae 20 21815 FIT iet 430 q 

But to e hes ernie 4 "Y 1 5 4 
„ Dae 1 — 1 
for fu nfiſte — a 

And firſt, there Arte ſome Ca. 1 
madly. connected with our Intereſt, pry it 
* E ; are eg eee. ; nd "iv" the only 
' Gtingaihed Goon their —— View. Let 
Of chis Kind, is the Virtue 4 ay 
or Frugality ; the very Idea of it is formed 
dom a Senſe 9 tea 


* 


What i is 2 but ſuch an | Adjudmene 
of our Expences ta our Income, 
2 of. beſe Expences in — 
2 Conveniendics, of Life, as will 
beſt ſervs the. L fleſigned, and afford the 
EEE Take away this 


the Virtue itſelf is deſtroyed, and 

"I will be nothing left to diſtinguiſn it 
2 *. n Verse, Extrava- 
7% "OO a has leftone! 21 | 


d Mea. Tier Uſe. of Food which Ap: 
ore Near, preferves Heal, strengt 


4 lateraſ doth — the BG 
fence e ee an Inſepcreiia Pas 
dag input A Tt 401) tmn, 
CE; e det 
— that Mien cannot 
| wid ſing a — by dec; che | 
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are: — Motives to chis a with. 
out which, its Practice cannot be ſupportads 
and ate canſtantly urged, as proper Eacitc- 
ments to it, asd never deemed: in the leaſt 
2 * the Mage, of | the. Jnduftaions = 
% F 
Of 1 As News aue dhe Viewes * 
| Contenteent, and Equanieity of Temper. 
And laſtly, There are few Virtues which do 
not exbibl to our View, e the Rewesds | 
they produce. "BE. | en nn 
The human Mind, Jikewile, is h dſpoſed 
| by Providente, that & ia naturally and ne- 
ſarily prepaſſeſſd in Favour of Vine: 'it n 
due e entail pan ere oer 
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of our — Jam 80110 Batt; 
" "therefore I inſer, that ' Self-Intereſt | 
9 1 nsbedüry and natural Frineiple in tee 
Virtues ; and aulſo a proper * ingredient in Fe- 
| "ak in every Principle of Duty. 
* oy e cr feat * 
15 of no rnb + — — | 
Connection 1 be: fartheſt removed 
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Duty to Him, it cannot be inconſiſtent with 
—  any(other if we-ſerve God by ſerving our- 
— ve cannot be required to obey. Him 
| without any Regard to our dun Jervice. 

| army wont neg dur whole Duty to God is 
Hana 19m 4, eee 


— SR fs, 1d —— 
is built non ; We know not 
N indeed the 3 9 j— - 


darin gene ewe nd, | that it will be 
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| Aja with a Senſe” of « 
im, and an e of 
they are implied in tlie very Tit 
we addreſs Him, as bur Creator, out Ole 
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nout, and our Father; we batich e that His 


Providence extends over all His Works; we 


Us" before we were capable of either deſerving 
or defiting His Favour; and therefore we 
tothe Contiriuajice of it; and implicitly refigh 
ourſelves to 'His Will; being firmly perſuaded 
that He defir Our 28 much 40 We do 
ourſelves, and that He knows it infinitely bet- 
ter: Thus our! Preſervation,” or the Senſe of 
; e Bleffitizs 'we Have received,” and the 


Words, our Intereſt, is the * wr and Prin- 
ciple” of our Gratitude, Piety, and Obedi- 
ce” to Him: Are not all 85 Argum 
reing theſe” comprehenſive "Duties of Ac- 
qr ieſceice” "and Complacency under all the 

Apeßlations of Divine |Proyidence, drawn 
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rove, ” 9 5 every natural ebener is the 
n ſtitution of unerrin Wiſdom, im Te 


Ft and unlimited be, and 
en | 


know that He intfoduced us into this World, 
when and where He pleaſed j. that He preſerved 


opes of what we hall "receive, of; in other 
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* fon and A145 were threatened 


tachment Dy. our higheſt ne as a neceflary 


is beſt, for us to ſubmit to it ? Th 
our Duty and our Intereſt to thin-k 
 fafeſt. under His Direction who pre- 
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cen at the Helm of this World, and 


* 7 | . we conſult the, Oracles cles of Divine} Reve! 
, we ſhall find, that the Principles of Pi 


bo ; intimately connected with thoſe 
1 that all Obedicnce is = wry vl 


( busen «A rich Land (flowing with Milk an 
= OE Honey, abounding with Wheat and Barley, 
= 90 Vines, Fig-Trees, and.P | whoſe 
aa « Stones were, Iron, and; out, of whoſe, Hills 


hey might dig Braſs,) was 


. . 


2 Obedient; and Famine, P 


55 15 the Diſobedient. 


= us an infiie Reward and Puniſhment, refers us. 
to the n of Happin 
the firmeſt 


Incitement to the Practice of Piety and Virtues | 


Th mes nents to a gen mit! 
do the Will 67 800 had — not bool re 
vealed, we could not have expected them: 
bux byt when Glory, Honour, Immortality, (* Joys 
«" which bye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, 
| @ 40 eart of Man © | 
fered to them that do Well; when Indignatiot 
and Wrath, Tribulation and Anguiſh, are de- 
nounced "apatnſt every Soul of Man that doth 
Evil," it muſk be to Fore to ſuppoſe, that we 
are obliged in any Reſpect to do what is good, 
| or abſtain from y at is evil, without any Re- 
ga eference to theſe Sanctions, or with- 
out any Hope of the one or Fear of the other. . 
It appears therefore, that the Principle of 
Latereſt is a prope: Togredient in every Princt- 
ple of Piety. Wi F514 20. f 7 
The dert Vidtos $5 purpoſec to e is 
Benevolence, which at firſt View, ſeems to be 
fartheſt removed from Self-Intereſt ; and ſome 
Moraliſts and Divines, through their Refine 
ment of this Virtue, and to raiſe a more ſu- 
blime Idea of it, have thought fit to add the 
Epithets of five and diſintereſted to it; im- 
plying, that it ſhould be ſo univerſal as to 
comprehend the whole World, except Him 
from whom it proceeds; ;—But this is an un- 
reaſonable Exception, and upon a nearer In- 
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Into the Neue, Condition, and Circuraſ 

Mankind, ye ſhall find that they are con- 
le, pars Animals, made to live 
and endowed with Qualities both of 
and, Mind, adapted 1 2 ſocial. 2 
that their . and re 
| r R 


7 that there miſt | 
of their Powers, and a 
F. each 8 4 
21 T. 18 ei hb 7 
he muſt, Ep himſelf = in 
Thus og F the Senſe of their own d 
| and the/proper Manner 15 . 
fram the Knowledge of 1 1 
allied bee they are led i 
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the Viiion of ther 23 wete theſe incbn- . = 
Aiſteht' with, of . to each other, ther. 
a Pi State of W. 2 


pu Mo 
| 7 (as Wis K 
ciple of Union,) W u wool” Be "as 
rent from ane 490 - 
4 A 
; we prothete the' F | 
Wel, a 0 ourſelves Paftaks | 
it; and we do All the ln hg 
our Neighbour, beetle be is 4 Pare fate 
285 or at leaſt, 7 Part of thut V | 


I! compoſe, 

Np det Mais baby een Gigu 
t. All the principal and Argue | 
ts; BEewic; that arc urged 
compaſſionate Actions, ate drawn froth the Tod 
pick of Self- Intereſt: Are we bot referted't5'the 
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we would be done unto, that; CY houl, 
5 transfer ourſelyes into our 1 50 . Situation, 
1 dect what our Wants and Deſires 7 d 
be, and make them the Rule of our, 
onduct towards him; and, laſtly,; har. « we. 
1 1. love our Neighbour, as gurfelyes“ “ 
= Tus . 1 heel in the Ex 
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$ the 2 of ve ens State; Pron 
a t proper to rer inforee theſe 
Powers. with ſocial. Affections, and to, furnifh 
our Minds with | Rr and Fellow Feel: 
ige (through, which: there is an internal as 
well as external Wen, of. Intereſts „ve Parti 
cipate, our Neighbour's Joys. and. Sorro = 
his Condition becomes 3 A ig 
Ae theſe 4 AﬀeQions, ma 


__— *. 
$4 18. 


„ P 
Pry «$04 214% 


e TE TY n—_ 0 IE at Ae ro eg EI AD ways OD, FOO?" > ares 
> Wipe 0 hs l VENTION? ” l J a p 5 oe” a 9 
- — - - : : > l 2 2 - 
„ Ss PL 1 8 


EN 
3 3 5 * 
0 , . - - * 2 7 28 * 5 4 N + WW.) 4 ; ah | 5 1 23 
, | 2 £ 
q 2 ; 1 Es & . 1 1 : 8 2 
are not only a Kind of r ; | 


of another, 


appear to be, or alert in the C 
Spring; another's Sufferings through this ſecret 


fary Agents, but 3 generous” we — 5 75 
we are wholly directed by 4 ſelfzintereftg, 


Sympathy, are communicated to us j they cteats 


an Uneaſineſs in our Breaſt; which Uneaſineſs, 


impels us to fly to his Suecour, for the Relief 


1 the * In- 


of ourſelves; thus we add 


fluence of an immediate Self. Inteveſt/ und it is ; 4 


; through this enim D of our all- 
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, * By the In ict Gl rc, by 
neiple of 24728 12 — | 
— which excites to a "Purſuit of — L 


* any other Means which, contribute to the- Pro- 
1 Nan be no diet Intent In, 
ne that End. bo ha tio! 


ur Manner, when he ſays, It ſeems andeniable, 

that there is ſuch a Ne EP 

« rereled Benevolence ; that nothing can_ beſtow more M 
Creature, . 
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| / vithont any, direct Impulſe of the AﬀoRicn 

Love ; and d withow te en Th Thought or Co or Conſideration of, Self- 
| Benevolence entirely free from 

every inftigation of preſent Pleaſure or Pain; and from any joint 
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Pleaſure or Pain ;) nor can it ariſe from the 
+ of the Union of our Intereſts ; (as this would include our 
0081) but © putt be eve from the Ipinion of another's Inte- 
reſt, being either unconneQted with and ſeparate from, or con- 
to our own, which is unnatural az 
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of our Mind, and it is be Wir cher 

have their Infltence upen bor Conduct; and ; 


be unnatural for bum 
ſelves of their Hamanity, * Tha oa 


dr e formed Fom der den. 
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due Harmony and Subor 


o which I shall only add, that the Princi-' 
ple of Intereſt is ſuch a ee in 
_ every Principle of Virtue, that nothing 
d K(Cufficient-to. enforce and ſupport dhe Prac- 
nue of Virtue, Should it be alleged, that the 
Fitneſs or Propriety of Things, and the Beauty 
ef Virtue, ſeem to be effective Principles, I 


| derived from their Utility? Is it not fit to 
provide for ourſelves, as well as our Neigh- 
bour ? And, is it not agreeable; to the Fitneſs 
of Things, that Virtue ſhould debe. Com- 
nenen x 
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whence doth . Is it of a mere who 


nat 8 lid. ne. a Prope t 
of Virtue flowing from its Utility ? The firſt 
is a mere tranſient Ornament, or idle Phan- 
tom, whoſe Impreſſion ſoon vaniſhes ; but the 
other is p zent, amiable to Reaſon, and ſet- 


Affections, and Intereſts. 11 1 bins 3 1 hf Tr" Fs 


_ aſk; what- is the Fitneſs. ef Things ? Is it not 


1 ting to wo al th powerful Springs of Aion 
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* 3 Fd States, and refers * 
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We are told, that . The Feet of them who | 
* bring Glad Tidings of Good Things are 
« beautiful; the glad Tidings which enliven 


the Heart, make the Feet of the Meſſengers 
beautiful; and the fair and goodly Fruit of 


Virtue, diſplayed to our View, reflects a Beauty 
upon the Tree that bears it; which Fruit 


being taken away or removed from our Sight, 
there will remain nothing but the nominal Fit- 


neſs of the ſpeculative Moraliſt, or the . 


Charms of the wild Enthuſiaſt. 
Thus, there is no Motive ſufficient to ſap- 
port and continue the Practice of our Duty, 


ſolved into the Principle of Intereſt, 


Self. Intereſt is a proper e in bong. 
Principle of Virtue. , 


but what is compounded with, 2 
Upon the Whole, therefore, I conclude, that 
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ſelves; few Thin 


9 Principles, and ſo im 


142 bpisbounbE 
ment; though it is a hard Enpietfion, to ay, 
the World is a Cheat, and deſigns to impoſe 
ens 51 SiG t ab, 
great Care and Circumſpection, 


we mal, N its Means, impoſe upon our- 
bat, on the firſt 


aq they — to be; 3 have a fair 
e a (glaring Shew of 
Good, w emſclves real Evils ; 
every Vice bath its porn and addreſſes 
"us with the liberal Offers of Pleaſure or Pro- 
fit ; every Folly hath its Pretenſions to Wiſ- 
dom; our Appetites and Paſſions are blind 
unate for their Gra 
ea that if wer do not carty a ſtrict Hand 
n, they will precipitate us into an 
 'Excels, Which will prove injurious to us. 
— We may-therefore be eaſily deceived, ar 
make a wrong Judgment, both of the Things 
an — Hide conſiſts, and of the Mea- 
_ ares to be taken in purſuing it ; and from this 
Wrong Judgiment, there will ariſe an'imaginary 
and falſe Intereſt ; ſomething which hath only 
Appe ce of Emolument, and is in itſe 
| 0 l 0 60 
There are v0 G0 a Maltitude of Objects 
coicernitg which we are liable to err; but as 
5 finite, — de an "infikite Nutaber r 
erroneous 
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— Evil, from which we may raiſe to our- 
ſelves falſe 


25 


them; 2 
Good ;. or poſtponing the Jeſs to the greate 
Evil; or, we may more . groſsly. invert the 
Order of Nature, by poſtponing real Good to 
indifferent Things, or both theſe to real Evil. 
From all which erroneous Opinions, we 
ſhall be neceſſarily involved in various Purſuits 
of a falſe. Self. Intereſt; ſome of the principal 
of them I will ſet before you. for the Expla- 


A. 45 71144 s dae 16 bo an 
and vicious. ee # | 


the crude Suggeſtions of his Fancy, W 
Inclination, without ſtaying to conſider their 


Propoſals, or to conſult his Reaſon on the Na- 


: Now, if there be 2 


real Self-Iatereſt, ;and. one certain Way to it; 


if Underſtanding be given us to explore this 
Intereſt, and enlighten us in the Acceſs, to it; 


e — — blindly 
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8, 2 Value 
Choice of 
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. of this Subject; and ſhew in what 
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indulging his. * by raſhly Tags to 
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Wee c cee, or Wh 
T ide will a 


2 bis 'Palbotis, . Tele e 


much 


Kimi yet, if he ner not the Courſe which 
will carry him 16 this Neaſure; he will act as 
ridiculouſly a8 the Matiner, tle" being bound 
46's deſtined Port, neglects the Uſe, of the 
"Compaſs, Rudder; or Pilot, and permits the Shix 


and expects its A at 


It is In to reſolve 
the G00 & can, 'and 'not 
„that our Reſolutions vill t ſutfieient 


Prchre all poſſible Good for us. Though 
it may be highly confiſtent with all the Rules 
of Prudence and Duty, to defire and purſue 
our Intereſt, yet it is unnatural for an intel- 
ligent Being to abandon his Reaſon ; and a 
ſhameful Abuſe of his Truſt, to 4 * 4 


eſtabliſh een 9 as br Ws habe tht 


Good, and believe that all the Truth Jy * 
ture will cc e 


" Henoe it is erident, there [to b hp q 
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1 But, as the Miſapplications of Self. Lore 
may be infinite, ſo there may be infinite De- . _ 
grees of Folly and-Vice arifing from it: Theſe 4M 

Miſapplications likewiſe, are not only differently 
fooliſh and vitious in themſelves, or in an ab- 
ſolute Senſe, but in a relative Senſe, or in the 
Opinion and Eſtimation of Mankind; who will 
concur in paſſing very different Judgments 
upon them; and treat the Perverters of Self- 
Love in a very different Manner: And, as the 
Deſcription of this different Treatment will 
greatly contribute to the Muſtration of the 
various Species of a falſe Self-Intereft, it will 
be proper to exemplify and enlarge upon it? 
In the firſt Place then, ſome 'Purſuits a 
« falſe Intereſt are of a private Kind, having 
their Conſequences in à great Meaſure con- 
fined ; or at leaſt, generally thought to be con. 
fined to thoſe alone who purſue them; whilft 
others are of a more publick Nature, /ſcnfibly 
affecting all who have any Connections with,, 
or Relations to the Purſuers of them: From 
| theſe different Conſequences, ii it frequently hap- | 
pens, that the feveral Votaries of falſe Inte- 
| reſts meet with very different Treatment from 
Mankind, who will judge very favourably of 
the Etrours of fine 3 0 great Allow. 
ances for their Frailtics, and commiſerate their 
Misfortunes ; but be 3 incenſed 1 
100 i others z 
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orders ; aggravate their Faults; bitterly inveigh 
u K and reproach them. 
A few familiar Inſtances will ſet this Subje 
in a clear Light: 1 
And firſt, for the . of a falſe Self. 
Intereſt, whole Follies are chiefly confined to 
themſelves alone; of this Claſs are thoſe Per- 
ſons who ſet up ſenſual Pleaſures as their prin- 
cipal Good, and place the greateſt Enioyment 
of Life in the Gratification of e ** 
Now this Good may * fought wer, either | 
by a moderate or immoderate OWE? of 
theſe Appetites 3 
When it is fought after, 8 a moderate 
Uſe of them, then a Choice is made of a real 
Good, and proper Means are applied for the 
Attainment of it; but this real Good is of 
an inferiour and ſubordinate Nature; and, the 
Folly of this Senſualiſt conſiſts in his  Neg- 
lect of ſoperiour; Goods, and a Preference of 
- carnal and ſecondary to intellectual and primary 
Pleaſures; or, in ſubjecting the Underſtanding 
to. the Senſes ; conſidering himſelf as wholly 
Appetite and living only to eat and drink; 
and thence, acting in the Character more 
of an itrational than a rational Being; The 
V 8 of his Ambition, is to lead the Life | 
of a Brute, and to, coy its ; Good; 
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but humble as he is, he e after more | 
than he can attain ; he cannot unman him- 
ſelf without ſinking far beneath the 'ani- 
mal Creation, and incurring Evils by this 
vile Degradation, which Irrational op are 
Strangers to. 

Thus, though it is natural to Pur oft 
Intereſt, it is Folly to make a e 
Choice of it, and fubſtirucs the Menus for the 
End A 5 
But the Abſurdity and Iniquity of this Judg- 


ment will appear ſtronger, by ſuppoſing i tek 


conſiſt in an immoderate Indulgence of 
ſenſual Pres: ai | 
Here, both the Judgment and Purſuit, are 
an Abuſe of Reaſon, and of theſe temporal | 
G * 
Men may pur e to Wale the moſt of 
Life, but if they take thoſe Meaſures which 
will afford the leaft Uſe of it, their Reſolutions 
cannot vary the Courſe of Nature, or tranſ- 
form Evil into Good; but they will change 
the Courſe of their own Mind, and vex them- 
ſelves with miſerable Diſappointments: If Men 
will kick againſt the Pricks, they will natu- 
rally goad them; or, if they will drink a 
poiſonous Draught, their Imagination or In- 
tention cannot eK it 1 or inno- 
cur « to them. 5 eee 
1 K 2 | But 
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But however dreadful he Effects of ths 
Senſualiſt's Folly may be, they are chiefly con- 
| fined . to himſelf; . he hath. few. 1 
in his Miſeries; he impairs only his o.] n 
Senſes ; 1 drowns. only his own eder 
ing by his frequent Intoxications; the Diſ- 
tempers, which his Intemperance brings upon 
im, are to himſelf. alone, and he ſhortens no 
Life but his own ; the Effects of his Extra- 
vagance, ſeldom reach beyond his own Family 3 
and, though he may ill diſcharge the Q 
of a Citizen, and be an unworthy Member 
of the Community ; yet, as theſe Injuries: are 
general, and no particular Perſon. is imme - 
diately aggrieved, Mankind are not much wi 
 fended. at, or diſpoſed to reſent, them; 
many, and eſpecially they who profit by 1 
Profuſion, will applaud his Generoſity, and look 
n him as no One's Enemy but his o] r: 
Thus, though theſe Judgments and Purſuits 
of Intereſts, are falſe, unnatural, and. vitious, 
yet the World in general is ſo well inclined. to, 
them, as to pity and pardon them. , 
But however partial they may be to the Per- 
ſons who make theſe; wrong Judgments and 
- Purſuits of Intereſts, they are as much 
judiced againſt others for making the like Er- 
tours, when the Conſequences are of a publick 
dns; 4 
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Folly, are highly 


tion, for. an — $354 won _ 


own private Intereſt. -- 

Of this. Claſs are hs ahi par 
felves unſocial Beings, wholly detached: from, 
and unconnected. with their Fellow. Creatures 
If theſe Perſons be conſidered only with re · 
ſpect to themſelves, what do they gain by ſup- 
mo themſelyes in a State, which they are 


not placed in? They act 3 he naturul 


Temper of thei 1 
tures, yours the 3 of Society; and 
ſeek their Welfare where it is impoſſible to 
find itz | however. ſelfiſh therefore they may 
appear to ene really nnn 


ſelyes: . 12 bade, 1 nan 0 5 1 | 
If they be ee, with reſpect to o 


their Errours will be found to be of a publick 


Nature; the Intereſt which they miſtake is a 


Intereſt, and their Neighbours are 
affected by their Conduct: They are not 
only deen in wr Dye As 


Friendſhip, they commence TAOITHITIES and 
* is the Nature of our confederate State, that 


K 3 whatever 


from Acts of 
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opprobrious. Manner, aa ee A Selz | 
eee Covetouſneſs, Venality and Corrup- 


nods . but "by their C Gee 
Benevolenoe can only be ſupplanted by Male- 
there is no Medium between Friend- 
ſhip 1 Enmity; the Force we lay 
pon out ſelves to deſtroy our Love for our 
| Brother, will quicken a Hatred to him; an 
* if we are not for, we "ſhall be 


of dur external Circumſtances, that if we do not 
concur, we counteract one another; we can- 
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We aroliadind ſincere Friends to ourſelves; 
and though we purſue a falſe Intereſt, we 
are verily perſuaded that it is a true one; we 
mean well to ourſelves; and if we do ill, it 
is eee HI and dee es our 
endet UE: 97 n 
But we bear a different! Aſpedt towards dur 
Neightwors we are his real Enemy; we pur- 
poſely ſtifle all Affection, and take Pains to 
contract an Averſion to him; when therefore 
he finds us ſo violent in the Proſecution of 
our apparent Intereſt, that no Conſideration 
of Duty, Alliance, or Juſtice, can reſtrain us 
from it, he naturally exclaims againſt us; ac- 
cuſes our Self. Love of rendering us unſocial to 
him; and charges us with being too much on 
our own Side, for being too little on his. 
Hence, the Word Selfiſnneſs takes its riſes: 
it is always a Term of Reproach; Men are 
not cenſured for being ſelf - intereſted from any 
true Direction of their Self-Love, or from 
y falſe Direction of it, but from ſuch only 


which create a ann er of 


Len adn bee ee e or (1 
— — the Expreſſion) even covetous 
of his Welfare; yet, if he males 2 right. 
Judgment, and takes proper Meaſures to attain 


Er 
OY | 


of his Intereſt, and it affe 1 none but 


falſe and imaginary Intereſts; it is not Self- 
| ; but an erroneous Judgment in this _y 


ſhould he — — im Parſuir 


ſelf; he will be looked 
Compaſſion; and the World will chink dum 
too much wanting to himſelf, to een bim 


wich an Excefs of Belf- Love. 


- But when a-Man's Attachment 10 himſelf” 


es to ſerve himſelf by doing all the Dif- 
eee them; then they are exaſe 


perated againſt him, and reproach - 


Ins 1 Welfare: Had their Intereſts been 


ee but fince there is not any 
en true and real, 2 


ticular Direc of it that engenders d 


are ſtyled buſy Bodies, not for their extraor- 
au ene e een e but an 
ther's; fo they are termed ſelfiſh, not for their 
tbo great Cate of themſelves, but their 100 


littie Concern for their Neighbours ; whoever 
484 1 | 5 5 Fh | | - thus a 


3 bim from” the Good of others, and he 


have been e 7 acid e eee 


the inevitable Conſequence of ſuch an — 


in ano- 


miſtakes his Intereſt; - 
— for — a ao ads 
miſtake it; but the mare open mere 


5 oy from-bis 0s) Feelings, inal 2 
ſures the Solicitude of the Oppreſſor; which is 
therefore a Proof, not of the Oppreſſot's Ef 
more anxious for his own Welfare, than others oj 
are for theirs; but anne i. 
quitous Means to acquire it. 7 

| Bur u place this Subj in « ſomewhat dif- 
ferent-Light ; let us ſuppoſe a Perſou'' 34 
ing himſelf as a Being, but con- 
tracuing his ſocial Affections within" a narrow 
Compaſs, and e ng them ta his Family ; 
his Relations; or the particulae Community of 
which he is a Member; and 'rencuncing all 
Connections or Friendſhip with the rſt of his 
Fellow Creatures: From this narrow Cireum- : 
ſcription of Self-Intereft, and partial Di x 

tion of his Affections, his Conduct will be 
very unequal : Where the Rays of his 
lence reach, they may ſhine the brighter 
emp med within ſo ſmall a Sphere 3 there 
be man give fal Scope to bis foclal/ Affe 
tions; think his Intereſt identical has. 
of his Friends, and ſtrive as much to ſerve 
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f far fo 


oft 246 


deemed. 2 . — the latter, and con- 
ned as a niggardly ſelfiſn Being: Thus 


_ from the road yo contrary wt nn to dif- 


Nuraber. of, bin acknowledged Friends 
with any Excluſion,: he 18 not ſo true a 
of himſelf or of Mankind, as the Man 


Ann whole World as his Coun- 
; all his Fellow Creatures as his Relations; 


| ab — — 
for all, fo all would be ſatisfied ; but when 


1 Beard: this falſe ——— 
SekLove, — to practiſe Fraud, 
and Violence; and from the View of 
enriching themſelves, endeavour to impoveriſh 
which gives riſe to à dif- 
ferent Kind of criminal Selfiſhnels, and- __ 


1 — — 4 
neee ee 
leſtation, and however exorbitant their De- 
| fires might have been, they would have been 

mſelves, and their Avarice or 


mon Food 3 and the Loaves, as by the Mira- 
cle of feeding the Moltirude, had multiplied by 
* 285 eating 4 
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covetous, ant —-— 1 We WEL 


Friends dtd Benefattors $0:Mankind:5- no Nig · 

N will ever: he imputed to 
Fi . ſneſs is the entiching * 
che World: but the more he accumulate, 


ing 
— 52 6 Alahie Bender Good, muſt 
the Plalmiſt be underſtood, when he aun, 
g ac s thou delt 


ee 


* en it is evident, d 
fiow of Self- 
Perverfion of it to an e: 
the External Goods of Life, that forms: dl 
confidered ins wiletive- deny! ey 


roman the; Riches of the Mind; 
may be preferred to the 


beter; unn Md from this falſe Eſtimation, 
ſet their Veracity, their 
Honour, to ſale; for: the Goods of Life: 
may flatter themſelves with ee 14 


hem: Bat bers again, our e 


8 
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well a8 ourſelves: Theſe internal Goods are 
Y without which, no Truſt 
can ber- Commerce or Communi- 
cation carried. on, hut all the Ends of Spciety 
E defeated: By parting with theſe, 
therefore, we render ourſelves unworthy Mem- 
ders of the Community, and are defective in 
the Duties we owe to it; we ſet up a priratt 
Iatereſt, detatched from and incompatible with 
the publick Weal; and ſtriue to ſexve ourſelves 
by ſinking the Ship in which we are em- 
barked ; acting like the filly Mariner, who 
ſtole the Planks from the Sides of the Veſſel 
to ſtrengthen and adorn his own private Cabin: 
ory ate Sufferers: by ſuch Exchanges, it 
ne Wander, arr arc irritated/at/our Cons 
againſt it, a8 an Wieit; n Trafschs 
is O univerſally odious, that every Ferſan or 
Thing, aceeſſar de or: emple 
branded with an ignominious Title: Tbe Prof: 
titution * 2 to theſe me pores is Core 


be who profiers, Saw is Wb! a ths 
See, ws the EIN as the 
paſt the » natural Wage of indy o Views 
WY 0 


ment; << the Labourer is deſerving of bis 
Hire, and be who throws over-board the 

- prized Goods 3 to ſave the higher, diſc 
the Office of a faithful Super- Cargo; ſuch act 
the; Rules of Prudence- and Juſtice ; their 
' Intereſt coincides with the publick 

; and they are Friends to t 

to Mankind: — II Th- 
of Honour ws — — bar- 
then they drive a moſt iniquitous and contra- 
band Trade; they reſign Things without the 
» and- to the Detriment of thoſe who 
t in them as well as themſelves ; 


* 


moſt may be reduced; and are ſuf. 
t to ſhew in what Senſe the Purſuit of 
Selt-Intereſt 


| and _ what: Reaſant Men are ſtigmatized 
pithets of ee e 


— 


Selk. Intereſt i is unnatural, fooliſh, 2 criminal; 3 


covetous, mercenary, and d corrupt. 


It only remaids, therefore, under this — 


le. Dal Job fear God fan Nong: 


e eee eee 


thes Job was: accuſed of | ſerving; God from a 

Principle of Intereſt, inconſiſtent with true 

Piety and Virtue; and what that Intereſt was, 
mmediately ly following Sen- 


* 


* bim, esl that he hats en cvaty 


« Side ? Thou haſt; bleſſed the Works of his 


and his Subſtance is increaſed- in the 


45 but put forth Thy Hand now and 
« touch all bath, bath, and bo.will e 


„ Thee to thy Face. 
Satan imputed the ſreming Bee and 


Perfection of Job, to his flouriſhing Condition 


in the World; and the Subſtance of his Ac+ 
— was, that he had made Riches the 
Idol of his Heart; that all his Adoration was 


ultimately addreſſed to them; that he only 


2 God, He ſerved. him with theſe 


cmporal. Things g amd, ſhould: theſe be takes 


2 he would curſe God from the ſame 
* that he then bleſſed him. The Devil 
did 
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bf the" Objeftion'; as, in theſe Things alone, 
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his Trial 1 or 


of all bis Family: Aicken Aan 6 oj f eaſe; 
RG 


better, the Health and W 


Worms had deftroyed his Body, he ſhould 


ſee God, and be applayded by Him as a gh 
and faithful Servant. | _ 


th of his Mind, © © 
the Approbation of his Conſcience, and b 
Joys which he ſhould be admitted into, when * 
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and our Intereſt f Mont concur, and mutually 
. Introduce each ee 

But w hen Men make a falſe udgment of 
*Virwe, either by preferring ſecondary ai: ab- 
ordinate to primary and abſolute Duties, or 
Aer indifferent for neceſſary Things, or 

a more groſs Inverſion of Nature, miſtake 

Good for Boil, and Evil for Good, then they 
are blind Seulots; and theug h ſincere, the 
. weakeſt of „ raiſing our Indignation, 
While they excite our Pity, by running into 
WE all the Madneſs of . Superſtition 
ala nd Methodiſm. 
1 Ala when: we make. n Judgment 
s mich, due Bud. and. we ſhall be divided | 


1 drawing en Woyss jon if check Dig. 
tractions do not awaken any Suſpicions of a 
1 "A talſe Judgment, and we; perſiſt in our Error, 
E - then, as Schf-Love is the Maſter Paſſion, and 
= | rene Sren;Principls in the Mind, we ſhall 
= 1 Diſuſe to the Abuſe of the 
Underſtanding, and the dgnorance of our Inte- 
1 of our Duty we ſhall be 
db cbſtinate and wilfal; harden aur Hearts, and 
y in the Pao of camon Senſe. in one Re- 
1 Py bocauſe we have miſtaken it in another, 
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whether er voluntary or ĩnvoluntary; 
then, the Value: of Wiſdom ;: to con 
ſhew ourſelves Men through the Exertion f 
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ſtanding; but Intereſt is Aifficult to bo diſco- 
— . „ i 
Ut Who can e complete Eſtimate of all 
the ſeyeral Goods of Life, or explore the 
exact e eser n bee N m bee to 


\ off Goal 4 Riker: 
Waere Power have their Charms; we 
of Senſe gs — 


others evade our — 
Mn all men, mm: mans 
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ry ; ſeveral IX Fail — — 
diſcover ſome few of them, and make a pro» 
bable Conjecture at other; yet N mind ; 


; far from. bbiog: Judges fuf- 


1 they will diſents — 
a unto their Votaries. e e. 1 
Hence /ntereft is ſuch n and com- 2 
 plicated Subject, that if we confine . ourſelves 2 
3 22 Wo 
Helge of: $9. 1 LR * 1 3 ons 
But on Sk other Hand, all the Duties of 
n N eaſy ; 1 — 
_ Charadters _ our Heart, and conveyed” in 
clear Expreſſions of \ Seripturs; The way- 
* faring Man though a Fool, cannot err 
<« therein ;” though void of all other Senſe, 
is furniſhed with this: let us but aſk our- 
— what we ought to do, and we have that 
Oracle eee which: in all ordi- . 
And however incapable we may be of form- 
411} | : L 4 | 1 


deen ee 6, our: Intereſt iy, the 
1x38 _ ee eee the ſeveral NEO: cou 


RR. ele it to hab — 
has made an ample Compenſation for 
| -Defe&t of our Underſtanding, by giving 

Ihe range of our Intereſt in our 
dai the: Senſe. of the general Gonneition 
of YFirtue with Happineſs, and Vice with: Mi- 
A e, is as deeply imprinted upon our Mind, 
4 2 of; habe: hey tempt to "embracs/ the 
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chere would be as great an Uniformity of Put» 
ſaits, as there is an Unanimity of Deſice after 
rfect as their 2 


Nature could admit: But then there is no 
other Rule; nor is it neceſſary there ſhould be: 
ſince this alone is ſufficient ; and it is frm 

en this, that there are as many different 
pinions and Courſes, as there ate Mem who 
hay nothing then to dire& them, but are driven 
by che Wind of Fancy, and more or eee 
ried from the Haven where they would be. 
As Luergſt, therefore, and Duty are nfo | 
by Nature, ſo ſhould they be in our. 
"Mind. and, as that. is a proper Ingredient in 
every Principle of Duty, this: ſhould be 
always con/idered as the neceſſary and ſolr Means 
to our Intereſt + Though we cannot determint 
everyVirtue and Viee is-particularly fraught with, 
or compute the exact Time when they will be 
conveyed to us ; though we cannot ſee how 
tbat will be extricated from the Difficulties 
with which it ſeems embarraſſed, or this have 

its Le Pleaſures ſupplanted by eee. 
yet w ſhould n all ms fects 
Power, Wiſdom, alc: * tice bf; — 
ſſurec mann ——— 


ahi bo Nin Nino of goon W N 
ul Convittion of the Diuine | Attributes, 
work ourſelves into a m "Per ſuajion;” that 
Happineſs. is err upon er nee and Miſery 
men Pre ̃ ĩ ot „ e THT 
Thirdly, We are led genus — 
Gs theſe Subjects, to adore the tranſcendent 
Goodneſs of our beneficent Creator, who is ſo 
far from impoſing any arduous or painful Taſk, 
that He only commands us to do that, 
Which, did we know what was beſt for-our- 
| ſelves, would be the Subject of our 1 
and Choice; he only defires us to act agreeably 
to our Nature, and apply the ſuperiour 1 
W with which te hath main =, | 
Y that we Gould have — 
ble Senſe of our own Ignorance, and put that 
implicit Faith and Confidence in Him, which 
a finite frail Creature ought to place in an in- 
fallible, perfect Being; that we ſhould truſt 
in Him for eſtabliſhing our Happineſs in thoſe 
Things which are moſt proper; and ſeek 
t Eno, and attain it by thoſe Means alone, 
i He in His unerting' dures hath va 
pleaſed to lay before us. e eee 
What other Creator can we nee er He 
who — Tappin radi abs 
us 


A wich all We Powers „ 8 
What other Father or Goveri 


| overnor can we with 
for; than He Who rr Parent of all Good 
neſs, and hath no other View but the Welfarr 
of all His Subjects? And, had! we been ur 
own Legiſlators, uhat more ſalutary Were 1 
lightful Laws: could we have framed, — 
what. oblige us to take the ſhorteſt 3 _ 
Way: to our Intereſt? Vice is offenſive to ahe 
Deity, becauſe it is unnatural and injurioub to 1 
His Creatures; and He is fo far from deſiring us 
to ſerve Him for nought, tliat our Service is 
moſt anf n we: eee 
2 when we are our own greatelt Enemies; 1 
He doth not require us to limit or contract his 1 7 
Goodneſs,” by excluding the Application of it 
| to ourſelves,. or to erect our Piety upon the 
Ruins of our Self-Love; neither is ſuch a 
Charity required as may be inconſiſtent / with our 
oven Happineſs; but we ſerue Gad in Spirit and 
our Brother, when we make the Love of our- = 
ſelves the Meaſure of our Love to Him. 
is, that fince the Scrvice of God is perfect 
Freedom; ſince: there is an entire; Coalition 
of elf and-focial Aﬀections; ince ublick and 
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5 charge of our Duties to God-and/'our- Neigh- 
bour, or any Excuſe for the Omiffion of them. 
Fad the Love of God been — to our- 
e * had our Conformity «the general 


45 the Laws of our own private Conſtitution; 
maintained the Dignity of His Throne by de- 
buaſing or enſlaving ourſelves, then we might 
” have complained of the Severity of His Go- 
1 vernment and Service, and ae ee wor 
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E then we might have ind ap the 
| our Compliance with 3 greater 
bogged: of the lech! i 0 aa 
'the Body z bad piles or — - 
Paſſions diſcompoſed the Peace of the Mind; 
had a rational e ee 
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— Paſſions, and pros the Danger of 2 
get 
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En ae now, b. e collins 


offered in Vindication of our Diſtruſt of Pro- 
forlorn Situation in this 36 How 
Laſtly, Had our Duty, or in ener! Cow. 
"ain with our Welfare, and the 'Tendeney 
of Vice to Ruin, not been made plain and 
ä 6,” then we might have pleaded \invo- 
luntary Ignorance in Are Fama 
CIT. r eee MADE 
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great 
— to others, Cle to: er- 
ſelves ; Virtue hath: the Promiſe” of this iLife, 
well 208 iof chat which. s (0 come; 


P 


S *#% * * 4 77 a Y ſe vp 5 2 "of . 
SS = + on ; 
* f 9 8 5 


+8 


— — — 


„ Ow onmiongt yore] 


CE 


PE 


Reſolution, ler ut enjoy Liſs: They will onl7 
. e in the Manner er ern HR * 


2 * Jo N mY 25 5 
2 F Fi $7247 Ar F a N #4 e 4 


07 The virtuous Man will LAs by — 
Ike a rational Being; acting agreeably to Na- 


ſeeking after the Pleaſures 


ture and 


Which flowy from Juſtice; Temperance, -Pru- 


<dehce,”'ahd: Fortitude, than which, (both 
*:Reaſbn--:a0d. Scripture: aſſure us) nothing = 
un eee rl ae 80 


— of Life, by eDaking The, haft Uſe: == 


: Undetſtanding; indulging every idle Fancy and 
wanton Luſt, fte 


after no other Plea- 
fares but thoſe: oh A petite and Paſſion ;; the 


Height of — will mufas lead the 


that 


The laſt Obſervation I f aneh, Y 


it it doing the greateſt Prejudice t Religion and 


2 to Place n ag 
larity, 25 che Parti of Sorrow and Dejetion 
Virtue ſhould' never be epreien 4 9 
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| avoided, which pretends t to dire air ONO. - 
G clas: Duty and Intereſt 


ſhould there be any apparent Conttariety be- 
_ tween them, it ought* always to be reſolved; | 
by ſhewing, either that we have miſtaken our 
Duty, or (which is mote frequentiy the ee! 
_ that it is a falſe, imaginary Iutereſl, which, if 
purſued, will be found to be real Miſery; that 
Virtue. never fails, ſooner ot later, to — - 


its. Reward, and if we; mark the perfet# - Tee - 
am e den wee find this" bir" End —- 


1 1 


= 5 1 ute c of aten is a A e 
| Wa ls in every Principle of Virtue, ani 


the chief and neceſſary Support of ĩts Practice; 


it is ſapping the Foundation of all Morality, 
to advance the Doctrines of an abſolute Di. 
intereſtedneſs, or to infiſt upon the Principle f 
Beiievolence being pure from any Tincture 8 
e; this is ſeparating What God hatt 

joined Wale preſuming to be wiſer than * 

Providence, ſtronger than He bath made u, 

and more virtuous than is Nee poſſible 2 


Self-E 


for us to be. 


2 © EHGTIRS of Cue 
Creator and Governor of the World, having no 


other View than the Good of all his Creatures ; 


— POR Laws as the Decrees of infinite 
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| each other: 
It ie an unnatural” and impracticable Iden 


for which: —— cab beuhad in 9 
let them place their Intereſt pee — 
cannot be too covetous of ambitious of it; nay, 
if they ſacriſico every other Conſideration, and 
3 the rr e 22 they 
man nay, vengk carrope — e 1:42 
If Men can be brought — der 


let Le * ond thirſt: ever 64 — keenly, 
indulge theſe Appetites, and give a free Scope 
to their Deſires; they cannot run into Exceſs, 
and there will e enn 
or righteous overmuch. 
Thus Men ſhould not be diverted, hogs: che 
Purſuit of their Intereſt, nee inſtructed 
how to make a right dgment of it, and 
where to place it; the ö Virtue 
ſhould be deſcribed, as ſmooth, eaſy, and plea- 
fant ; and, if any Aſperity or Ruggedneſs 
ſhould ſeem to occur in them, they ſhould not 
be attributed to the Nature of thoſe Ways, 
but to the Weakneſs, Ignorance and Froward- 


nes of the Perſons: who attempt to walk in 


them: Appetites and Paſſions are naturally 
We tractable; the Subjects of the Un- 


eee 
N rational 


„„ — thoſe, der e 
eres inte the Depth of F 


A are . e aa 


gent or one Tak to thoſe 
dy — Remifineſb 
Arbe Pochuf Duty is cy ef , 
them 
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eh that which bath been for a long Time 
kept bent, to break off invetorate evil Habits, 


ein bo clean de Heut wheri made a Sink of 


high ung be b e 


- ious Difficulties, and to be charged more upon 


Vice than Virtue; it is wich theſe Perſons only 
that Wiſdora walketh by crooked Paths, and 


- * bripgeth Fear and Dread, and "rorment- 
.. *eth Men witch her Diſcipline, until the can 
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FE $5 2 
I ttuſt their 8 
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ls, and try them by her Laws, 


und then ſhe will return the straight Way, 


nnd comfort them.” Bor the readily em- | 


dem who ſeek her early, amr. gant 


. erh al ber Stores before hem. 


Ia like Manner, the/ Ways ef Sin World 


5 4 be deſcribed like what they are, fulk of 
. W Shame, and Remorſe; and as the 


iffiy: tion and Diffolateneſs are 
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with which they are ſo cloſely connected; and 
the Houſe of Sin ſhould be: Iways . repreſented 
as the Houſe of Mourning and Miſery. * 
Upon the Whole, then, ſince there are no 
real Objections againſt Yirtue, nor any juſt Plea 
for Vice, if Men will act againſt Truth and 
againſt themſelves, they muſt take the Cauſe and 
the Effect entirely to themſelves; they have 
nothing to accuſe but their own voluntary Ig- 


norance and wilful Obſtinacy ; if they had con- 


ſulted Reaſon or Revelation, they would have 
found that Virtue leads to Happineſi, and Vice 
is the high Road to lip, that Righ- 

* teouſneſs and Peace have kiſſed each other; 
1 and that the Ways of Virtue are Ways of 
* Pleaſantneſs, and-all her Paths are Peace,” 
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es known God:? me 
an Occaſion to introduce 2 Diſcourſe | 
concerning the Deity, and the Nature of Di. 
Vine Adoration: * Whom ye igudtantiy wor⸗ 
46 h declare I unto you ; God that made 
« the World, and all Things therein; ſeeing 
that He is Lord of — an Earth; 
<dwelleth not in Temples made with Hande; 
neither is ' worſhipped with Men's Hands, a 
« as though he needeth any Thing; ſeeing, 2? 


* He re and ll 3 
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=; Nations of Men, R oy 
* the Earth. The e- and Pride x eo 


=: - 1 as Perſons of a unn Tali: and 
inferiour Species to themſelves, had drawn on 
| them the Contamptiand;Qdjumn of the Gen- 
tiles; and e TI ON gion took its 
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Lane lore and den, thi Young, for a 
8 they retain a long Time ſome 
tion for thoſe they are bred up with; and 
at cortain Intervals have a 


with thoſe of their own Species. 
-»; Some Oreatutes, alſo, thou 
formed for mutual 
common Fears, or attraQted by Revere): Af- 
"Mm to aſſociate with one another. 
there are other Animals, e 


united Communion of their Powers ; e 


bute to, and equally: 
_ (xy private Intereſt is- inclt 
ſtitutes a Part of the 
Met have ſtill-more large ary way 
_ rations: for Society than all theſe; and are ,, 
far the malt ſocial of Beings; as their 


are greater; their 
ge ty - n ee. mote nu. 
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| where ho is, he fads bimfef amid Friend. 
33 without any previous Favour, or future LL 
Proſpect, entertain the warmeſt Affection, and 
confider his Welfare as their Happineſs : And 
when he comes out from the Hands of his 
| Parents, wack is ſtill inſufficient of himſelf; and 
e Wants, which' his own 
wei g without ppm ont Aﬀfſtance; can 
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which Reaſon, Humanity, which imports" our 
Rr 
Dommpafſion; theſe, being the eſſen- 
tial Pas f-ogr/Conftitution, are by an eaßh 
Metaphor: placed for the Whole; whoever 
hath chveſted himſelf of an humane Heart, and 
Cotnpaſſion for his Neigh- 
bones ſeems- 10 partake more of the brutal, 
than| the timwmn-Nanite; Hutdnel"of Heart, 
is fur th Dore a as oy 
dhe Want of Common Senſe 4 for the moſt 
Part, a natural Infirimity, ber every one'hath 
one Share of common Sela! Action; 
and I we forfeit dur Benevolence, and become 
unſesliug to the Calamities of” others, it's 
ae klebt of our, em contrafing, and = 
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A Species, comes, as it were, by Inſph- 
ration, and is at once intuitie and complete-; 
they have inan Damme it-to 
one another, or tranſmit it to Poſterity, to pre. 


ſerve and augment it; —ů— is - 


equally and fully of it; and each ſuc- 


ceeding Generation riſes as perfect as the for. 5 


mer: In theſe Neſpects, therefore, they are 
independent of ons moe and W F e 


n R ; 36 


nt — Knowledge ed 
in the human Mind; which have their gradual 


Increaſe, and produce their Fraitaccordng to the 


Soil in which they have been ſcatte 


— 2 muſt be trained and cultivated by 
Diligence; we muſt collect our Knowledge 

n Application, eee eee Example; 
Divinity, Law,” and: Phyſick, take their Riſe; 
bauer. ing all the liberal Arts and Sciences, 
which civilize, improve, and adorn human Na- 


Ne The re or; rg muſt 


e > not the whole Baſis, and its 


Superſtructue, to others; who like- 
— il hi Gm: 


Aſſiduity exerted in rearing them; our natural 


\Profeſlions of 


$6.14 advance them, before 


e 3 N 
N * % Fs 1 
83 3, Kat \ 8 *. 2 
r 
4 * 4 \ 


_- 
r 
3 * 3 


_— ths: Cavite. 
uur mee 
r 2 eizo mn 
een —— Was p des i 
which will not in general n | 


within 


of Society ; * lend. 
"= "nd comple; the bln of cher 
| . 5 e hies. 
| ſh ne: Ute, wiki e. = 7k de. 


; hich ar iſa Indications 0 


| Heer A Ar Tae 
les, Thin and Materials uf At men 


* 


| ” ” "ls t | . : ; % | 6 
DISCOURSE? V. wr 


7 * 4. * * * * 
N 3 0 
* SS 28 


_ diffaſed;| and boweyed to remote Regions 
and "that we moſt” diſtant "Members of d 


and be farnſhed-with. Occasions Di. 
play of Juſtice, Homaniry, and ah meld Mr. 
And tay; The — ea 
with which Mar alone, of all the viſible Crra- 
on, is endowed, diſtinguiſhes him as the thoſt 
ſocial of Beings, and confirms all that Rath 
been advanced on this Subject; being in dg 
eſpecial Manner adapted to all he Bulatge-. 
ments, which our intellectual Endowments give 
o ſocial Lifey and withoat which, all the oer 
Advuntages would in a great Meature be let: 
The infinitely various Cala mities arid Infirmi- 
ties, peculiarly incident 406 Nlankind; ich 
their 3 — and necefiar ; 
_ plications, for immedia Relief, becuire this 
| prompt Sigl of Diſtroſs, to ſpecify their 
xpedite Aſſiſtance; which” "es 
1 upon them on that Aceoun 
and is the neceflary Accompliſhment of a com- 
municative, rational Being. The artieulate Uſe 
ek the e wee bene. een God ſupporuing 


— or powing —— 
. l andther, 


* 


divides Sorrow 3 Cobain the moſt: rar 
tional and ſocial Entertainment; it breeds Fa- 
| milliarity and Friendſhip z and is the moſt 
eff Sx 1 M for u #,0 

Mankind. This noble Talent of Speech, this 
choice Gift of Nature, wo e nd fre In- 


„ Weitng,” 05 Pri n 
through which on Attainments of our 
rational 3 won __ oe of antient 


Qual 
ie in Love and 
et the Earth.” " 


its Confirmation, I wilt turn from theſe” 
© Proofs, and. DN in 2 


W 
"+ TOE . * 


# 2. 


* 
* 
i * 
Us 
= 
. 
* 
* 
F f 
N „ 
2 : | * 
- * * 
: 4 
225 „„ 1 
. 8 N TM * 1 2 1 A; 
1 $207 Pe "A 122323 
5 5 * 5 ; 5 * "4 £74 4 


F FL * * * 0 1 * 
—— ——— —ͤ—ę— 


* 


N 6 8 1 a 1 A ” 
"FE fs 2 2 
un 9 * 2 8 5 4 * 
— ———— — 


apujacty 

lie Nantes hat. — 4 
.of Rienſelf in bis deſertedlel per- 
Nn 2 
194 iS UNGOMMPBIGati VE, aſogial., 


9 Birds 2 a Air 
, No ;h lividgal, Gan, n n ing) 
from. ;the.. Wood, or Stone: from: an 

3 Edifice fit for himſel 

He 3Þ, likewi e 

ovided. Wit D 

with .. 


* 


A oft owr 4 | 
 thab>wb00v0r pad find Dim ark nor Wil Won 


Nw 17 lie de worlt that would” enfiid} 
3 * enn n | 


- iearida his Aid ww" might det cut * neutr⸗ 
3 we ſhould not long eohtimte fucht: 
Common Wants Would lead us to the Purſuit 
ne e Things y and, as there Would be 
tor” our ſeveral Claims in this 
ber detsched Intereſe would fre 
— n — 
mmure und woery one another 3//iff we were not 
for} we ſhould'be ägainſt one another 4" there 
enn ben Medium Between Love and Hatied;, = 
if we were not the woſt ſociad we hond be the 
moſt unſochal of alf Beings; che mot delperate 
Enemies we could meet 2 would he cheſe 
buy un tho Mark of Car op den 


And in the laſt Place, let us ſuppefe Men, 
ndt only rewor'd from the lane, but "the 
5j ib one antics: This folieety State woull 
„ human Mine; we 
bs 5 N 3 World 


> * 
1 4 7 ; ; 125 
r 0 of; =r ne ae FITS = 009-200 8 1 . 1 . 5 AE 
1 IP 2 TA 4th 8 . 2 1 r I £230" OE) 1 4 + — - 7 1 
Z "+ HER 8 a | 
P 8 > n A N | | hs | | | 
1 5 Wo 2 a 2 * SNL A F atk ue 8 


[2 
7 
4 
* 
- 
* 
- 
* 
' 
's 
* 
[ 5 
£ 
Ss 5 
£5 
* $ 
* 
1 
. 
* 


1 the — —— — 4 


3 


Derne vanting; and we 


uin, would. be entailed upon hum, and he 
would | — * to 3 end Va- 


— 4 her Why ſhould he 
be. 9 with and tat 
Speech Pr. e ehe 70 | 8 ſhould he 
were none to hear him? 
Eyes wichous Light ebd. not be more uſeleſs, 


— 
3 


. 


1 —— 


ourſelves 95: Eimbe tern ſtom dhe Bodys en 
miſthapen and monſtrous Productions of Na- 
ws where. many Things would be. ſuper- 


2 : 


10 val foi dat if we "were driven, like' Neb. 
——_ 1 the Beaſts af the 4 
2 ade 

ole Hes, 1: + 671 Ret 221 tf hah” 
Thus, 10. nbsterer = ſet this 


S. 


L 7 


DISCOURSE v. 197 


and poſitive Arguments, and the palpable Ab- 
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groſs Abuſe of the Senſes, and ſo repugnant 
common Underftanding, that it would be an 
L high Indigni to Mankind, even 3 
5 of it, were it not known to 
een . 
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Eiben ef tber Houſes; that"they' 
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aw, a8 a Crime of a 3 Nami and in- 
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3 and, note ithſtanding mw 
34 Abſurd ities _— Horrid 


Ifaith) „ is full 6F'* 
* Work of their own Hands, that which their 


4 Man humbleth hümſelf. 
© Hence it 18 evident, that nnn | 


ons Worſhip 3 and * * een 
may be repeated; the ſame Cauſes will always 


critical Conjundtures as can never- 
at any other 3c,” or in any othe 
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Power : Many, 10 


= tho htleſs and. ſtupid, as to let them paſs un- 
Vveoticed, in the common 
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prom upon them, and wakes farther © tk 
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ies ie Nature ofthe Moſt: High ; bot » 


| with the 


Ideas! which't cir 'Patick Have raiſed of Him, 


and viewing Him in the Mirror of this Paſſion, 
will conſider Him as a Being, armed with Al- 


Perfection, and wielding this Poyyer with 
rent Wrath in tlie Deſtructi f appa- 
tures.” It is eaſy to conceive, wh 


God as the King of Terrors, With a trembling 
Heart; cringe before Him with abject Servi- 
lity.y/ earneſtly" beg to be exempted 3 
Vengeance of His Fury; and, perhape, be 

glad - to 


0 l on ere | 


There is no Paſfion'i in human Naters wh 
hath been ſo fruitful of Superſtition as Fear : 
It gave Riſe to that reigning Opinion among 
the Ancients, of a' fel eien — Being, pre- 
fiding, at leaſt, over Half the World: Such 

1 Ehen werde among the Egyptians, 
and, from - them Mars the "ORE 
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mighty Power,” abſtratedly/ from every other 


of theſs Perſons muſt be; they wilt worſhip 


compound' for. the Favour 1778 e. 
be the laf devflired! 07 Fer 9755 7 
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ar different — mewn It; 


4 Nes wis, Poſſion-wi# belancel wich Pri 


the veſtatice 
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4 work upon, 
on che differtne /Pallions- it, was//eompounded 


ien dd agen tos tsch not over; 
115 enen . where 
it uns the, le: vr Maſter! Paſſion, the Deity 
was | pictuted: with all the ghaſtih Fortris 
het aFftightened Imagination could. draw, 
4d, id the onde e the Pfalmiſt, . 1 a 
33 wes his Diſpleaſure“ Hence, 

ſome \ worſhipp@ - evil Spitits and Demoms. 
aheds ebhtined and idolized! the moſt Hoxious 
| s Serpent Dragons, ahd! Croco- 
welt obwiohs to their Fæard-: : 


and Da n Imagitetion,” as ther Paſbh 
as it (raiſed Hr lor Deſpair t 

If Feat was sſdendent, the! Shut wes: Hung 
wth motroſul Hgrrofs, ;Mlliwas Darkneſs add 
But, Pride rade 1 40iumphant, 
"Man the” Mind Was elated\aiay; vain \ Conſ- 
"as upon che Favour: gf - the: ey: a Bod 
Ferveurs which 
ey enkindled iu the Breaſt. of the Enthni- 
Baſt, were laterpreted. às divine, Inſpirations e 
Of this, Kind of; Wotthippers wert the Spin 
ne and Pythton-Priefts and Pt 
the Heathens; the Katapb „ An 
and Marcefians, in the primitive Times of 
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fern and 7) 
y appeared as an Thexrable and cruel Ty- 
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fiead bf being fbfretied, were bfutallzed by 


their Religion;  Inhumanity Was incorporated 
the. more batbarous 


into their Divinity, and 
ind fapage theſe Devotees made themſelors, 
te nearer” Reſethblance they. bore to theit 


1 Deity; they therefore endeavoured to recom- . 
mend theinſelves to him by the moſt atroc 2 251 


Acts of Violence, und from their furious 


perpetrated horrid Marders ; "butchering 1 inno- 5 


cent Pecfons, thay, even. heir neareſt Relations, 


(hols Lives, by the Hd Ties of Natore, 


Hondur 'and Conſcience, they were molt ob- 


their God. ure et — 

Ot this lite were 
ane A, amobg che Greeks and. Romans, 
an the Worth ets of” Molech,” among the 


e. er they cut their own Fleſh with 
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may 
| Again, Fear operated. Ne di tefitly in 
jos "Conſtitutions ; here the | 


1 2 of this "rigid Completion, in- 


to preſerve)” ot. only eee and 
in coof Blood, "But dero, 46 2 facred Act 
of Fiety, kd 40 icbeptible- Lag, to 
re the Volälis ol. Nene, 


_ Cttlaabites; theſe Taft,” {as it is well known,) 
exetciſetl Cruelty upon themſelves and their Fa- 


: ad Landts, "Oy made their Chil- . 
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Wag Daided: his. F . hum: 
of the Jews likewiſe we read, that f 
* their Fathers ſhed innocent Blood,” 8 the 

% Blo 00d of their Sons and of. their Day hters 
* w om they facrificed . unto. the Idols of Ca- 
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12 7 after” their own 1755 
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them; :" St, Paul lays. of; the. Cretians,., that 
"thei: l of [2s their Bahr And, in mother 
Place, tha «. Covetoulneſs, i is 1dolatry : The 
4 Poſtle, IS, might not intend ta charge 
the 1 1 or Miſer. Mo believing Pleaſure 
or Gold to be 5 ods, but only ſeruin * 
with = 97 0 8 us if gy 

Yet it is, certain, that ſome have adored. 
God of Riches, of Drunkenneſs, and bit. 
nous Pleaſures,” as real Beings : ; Temples have 
been erected and. conſecrated :to. their Service. 
Sacrifices | offered upon their  Altars z, their 
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g this 'prolific Source; but theſe 
ebe „ Th <ſtiblith: the” ks 
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1 The dent Obſervation ib, Unit — "ani 
1 the proper Ju "off 
Inflitutions and Doddyines;"' 9 OY - 

The Abſurdities which the Join had been 


Ler- 1 "A p. were 


Manner; panty ove by His Prophet; i a 
pealed to their Underſtanding,” and 
with them from the Principles of human Res- 
ſon: He bid them judge, Whether it was n 
a ſhocking Abuſe of common Senſt, to 2 — 
the Neſidue of à Log of Wood, (x Part 

of which they had burned in the Fire, ind 
warmed themſelves with,) to have been meta- 
2 IN viſible C Change in i 
8 t immortal, 'ſelt 
te | thetnſclves before 
it, and pay all Kinds of divide! Hondurs to it, 
as if it had been the ſovereign Lord 'of Hea- 
ven and Barth from whom they received all 
| and expected all they wanted; 


are the Webs which have 
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er this; that is, reflect and con · 
r upon the Abſurdity of 
| * this del by Jour 
ae whether it ath not all the Properties 
of. Woed: View.it, doth. it not retain all the 
Appearance af a ſenſeleſß Block ?. Are there 
' any. Signs of Life dor Motion in it? Handle it, 
is it not hard and impenetrable ? May it not be 
e ener uſed in the fame Manner as 
ny. r Pic ce. of Timber? Put it into the 
Ire, will it not 8 as 2 


* hay 4 


_ "Wis then . 
them? „Oe if von truſt 40 your Senſes and 
Jag rwegt in one Caſe, why;do-you refign them 
Ain 1 This partial Application of your 
een unbecoming the Cha- 
Acer of a rational Being: Exert your in- 
eecel! Facultiesin every Inſtance, and ſhew 
 govrlalhes Men, as well been 65 en 
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familiar „ eee ol; bun 

ry Mich the Jews, upon the Vanity of their 
| C&S, N „His ſubmitting theſe Things 
to the Teſt of their Senſes; and their Under - 
ſtanding, and, from this divine Injunction, to 
acquit emis Uke Men, by canvaſſing, 
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er. and . 0 is the Duy 5 
rational Being to. uy them by: it. bn It det 

FPhis is a direct and immediate Conſequence 
dom chaſs Words, 2 the Oecaſion of them: 
It cannot be ſaid, that Reaſon is to fit upon 
this Kind of Superſtition, and no other; all 
are alike abſurd and impious; if we: muſt judge 
of one, we may judge of all; or how is i” 
poſũble to know which is ſubject to our Soru- 
A and which not? Or what ſhall exempt 

any from itꝰ Which are the Vanities that have 

| ce, Privilege: of taking ſuch a Sanctuary in 

Religion, as to make it a Profanation for Rea 
ſon to touch them? Or of e n 
as to have it-ſacrificed' to them? 5 
And certainly it will not be. ld; ebene , 
may judge of Superſtition, but not of Reli - 
Sion: . dee eee and not 
it: es are we to diſtin e till we his. 
tried: then? And by. trying what is falſe, we 
muſt try what is true; the one implies the 
other. If we are to put nothing into the 
Soi of Reaſon, but what is light, it is ſup- 
| poſed that we know what is light, and what 
is not, "before we have weigbed it; that ii 
we know it without Reaſon, which is ab- 
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be 


gde adm Reaſon), true Relis 
Sion may ſtand the ſame Teſt. 
And again, if Religion in neral 
Er it muſt always continue r 
— Woniies there E in the 


one Timm dec fiber 80 it than another ; there 
may be likewiſe Innovations in Religion ; cor- 
rupt Doctrines or Practices, like . Tares 
among the Wheat, may be ſcattered and grow 
up with it z and which: cannot be: ſeparated, 
unleſs Reaſon retains its Authority: The Un- 
. may be ſtronger, or 


better informed; by which Means, Errors in 

he firſ Judgment may be rtectified in the ſe- 
cond ; Neqgſan, therefore, being once, mult a- 
_ ways'continue; to be, a Judge e Neligian. 
But 2 eg of this — 1 
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Reaſon is the Characteriſtick of 
Man, which diſtinguiſnes hich Salas and + n 
— * him above the ae vifible Creat 

een bim; ahaynl ſee, ll don 2 
move m_ GON OT! xquiſite 


trancous Objects, and conveying them to the 
Senſorium by fixed Laws of Nature; and, 
- while Things continue in the ſame: State. they 
act, and are acted upon, in the ſame Mannbr, 
and are ſubject to no Changes but What are 


independent and in voluntary. Again, Man can 
claim no Pre- eminence over the Animal World 
from his Appetites or Affections; they are 


blind and neceſſary Attractions or Repiilfions, 
having no Guidance or Direction of them- 


ſelves, but permanently tend to, or from, the 


Game: Things: Other Creatures not only enjoy 
them in common with him, but, apparently, 
in greater Perfection, having them moderated 


by Nature, and ſcarce ſubje to Exceſs; but 


in Man they are liable to Exceſs, and, if left 


to names i en hin inſane * 
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It is Reaſon, then, that exnobles his N 4 
and exalts him to a far ſaperiour Claſs. 
But this Superiority will appear more W 
dent; if we conſider the” eee 6 * ne 
upon him. 5 
Firſt, It is „ eee * Liberty 3 | it 
exempts. him from the Chains of N | 
and renders him a free Agent: enables him to 
. jr his 'Senſes; to Topertionen d and regulate his 
Appetites and Paſſions; nnd; in many natural 
Things, to diſcern between Truth and Falſ- 
hood: I do not aſſert that Man is a 
free Agent, or a perſectiy rational Being; he 
is only both in Part, and hath the Principles of 
Neceſſity as well as Liberty within him: All 
that I mean, is, that ſo far as Man is free, 
he is entirely indebted to his Reaſon for it. 
But, however ſmall a Portion of it his mu- 
- \nificent Creator hath been pleaſed to honour 
him with, yet, when compared with —_— 
wholly' vid of it, what a great Difference 
will appear between them ! What eminent 
Advantages doth he derive from it! Doth it 
not render him a "contemplative, ſociable, 
- communicative _— With what in enlarged 


Life | What « Field ef Spitatiton 4. Pers. 
dice lies before tm! Doth he not hence 
_— 
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. Anvaieritiedih iſdom an 
loſophy, Arts, Sciences, and Wi ufs 
And contrive infinite Employments' for pto- 


Life? 

But, ſecondly, it in the peculiar Excellence 
of Readon to be the Principle of Morality: it 
furniſhes Man with a Senſe of the Circum- 
| ſtances he is placed in; the Connections with, 
and Relations to the Perſons he it concerned 


with; and ſupplies him with a Conſciouſneſs 


of an Obligation to act agreeably to them: 
From this Principle, he perceives what good 


Aberty, and Uſe of the Powers, it hath con- 
ferred upon him: It doth not, indeed; ſet a 
Rule before him of its own creating, but only 
imparts” the Knowledge of it to Vier : Truth 
and Rectitude are in Nature, and independent 


_of him; and the Knowledge of them his Rea- 
ſon, in Part, communicates to him, and in- 
are the Inſtitutions of the 
God of Nature, who wills His Conformity to 


' forms him that they 


them: Thus Reaſon conſtitutes him a moral 
pop virtuous or Wells good 
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curing the Neceffaries and Conveniencles' 5 of | 


Things Providence hath done for him, and 
what he himſelf is expected to execute: Thus it 
ſets a Rule before him for the Direction of the 


— 


| Agent, and inveſts him with the Power of 


7. 


os 


any Idea 3 4 * ome Being 9d Not. From. our 
external Senſes, He. is an inviſible, 
Subſtance;, 


Agent; * To wil "uf pie Gee "Cauſes 
the Province. or Property of 


Sentiment or Conception of Him is a6 
ing to its Uſe of the Means which lead to the 


and Sublttocb'o 
of Reaſon ;" and it is called the” Religion of Nu. 
ture, or the catbolicł Religion, becauſe it "is 
—— ber nes of Nature, 15 
une how far 75 
under” "the Province « | 
Light, T will l confider Reaſon rſt with re⸗ 
: and then the Dodtrines or 
104 1 er a Revela- 
— muſt,” of Necęſſty, be q 
made an Appeal to their e ; and 1 
the mal ar 1 Appez oſes tn qr - 
pu Pant = = 
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the Proofs. produced are adapted to it's. — 4 
ity, and ſufficient for a rational Conviction. 


- This likewiſe. ent from the Nature o 


- Theſe . Kinde, eternal aids: 


formal. The External are — — 
natural Power or Knowledge ; the Internal, of 
the Divinity af that Power or K 


The external Profs are manibeſt: Appeals to 


the, Under ſanding, —_ the Senſes: Such 


3 ee (being erh itec an 
ſerved and poblic Anne) are viſible Den 
ſtrations of a / K 


with. their Com- 
in TI: 


ledge, and the — "Dignity of the 


Perſon endowed. with them: There may be 
ſome internal Proofs intermixed with them, 
but, for the Sake of Perſpicuity, I muſt con- 
fider them abſtractedly, 
And as ſuch they are diſplayed, to convey a 
Senſe of a ſupernatural Power ot Knowledge, 
and ſubmitted to our Reaſon; which we are 
called upon to make the - Teſt or Judge | of 
them; whole proper Office it is to examine 
Whether there hath been any Deception in 
them; or they have been really what they ap- 


as external Progs: 


peared to be, and manifeſtly ſurpaſſed the uſual 


Powers of Nature; and, if we have not been 
8 * tneſſe | 


| frow'the Re- 
lation 


5 11 


Tradition, then it is our Province oY enquire 


diligently into che Number and Credibility ß 


the Relators; the Authenticity and Univerſality 
of the Tradition; and, thence, to form our 
Judgment of chem: Reaſon; therefore, in all 
Cafes, is evidently a proper Fudge of the exter- 
nal Proofs of © Revelation; and, from à Review 
of this Part of its Credentials, it refers us to 
the Examination of the other Part, the inter- 
nal Proofs,” or the” Doch vines of 4 Nevelation 
parallel to our Underſtamding; and which, from 
the Nature of a Prof :1felf; may be tried by 
the "Principles of Reaſon, or the ef 
Rules of Morality, and the general recriued 
Opinions of ihe Being and Attributes of the 
Deity; which are laid down as fandard Truths, 
and we muſt judge Rr eg , a Reve- 
ation from the Agreement or Diſagreement of 
its e Marter wih 3 That is) we muſt | 
ther it conveys/any Doctrine that is abſurd, in- 
human, or impious; contrary” to the commun = 
_ Senſe of Mankind; and the common "received 
Laws of Morality; whether it diſcourages' 
ue, or countenances Vice; or be, in N 
2 omg * the 1 and dero- 
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= 2 of Revelation 
86, in he Works 


of "Mankind hath » 
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worthy ot unwors 


of Him: There muſt be Ar e Wor- 


„ or Unworthineſs in the Mind; the Iaea 8 
re e 
41 — Bends whe is v -— A 
' u wdechy the Supreme nour of the 1 


| World: He — Authority to arraign His 
Adminiſtration; any farther than as it relates to 


himſelf, and is the neceſſary Subject Matter, 
fot forming his Faith, or adjuſting his Con- 
duct; and io far it is ſubmitted 10 his Exa- 
mination; N * * Sony 91 HH : $3 1 b 1 
The Works of the Deity are Infinite in their —_ 
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n Some re erer ih great ! Page of which 
bot ſome Part is conſuſed. 


908: All, indent, declare, the Wiſdom, Fower, 
Lone, which, we Perociwes either in Whole or 
. in Part, declare them to us: Theſe are our De- 


ths 2 a xelt. our c. Faith. hin 
that all il Things above. our 


It ls 5 juſt the ſame with revealed 8 
Wbati is 25 and obvious, is the Object of Re- 
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What remains 1. % to „ lacs * „ieh vil 
reſpect to the Do#ines of Revelation ;" but 1 
have, in ſome Part, anticipated this Subje 

As theſe Doctrines are either 1 and fp 
boy a wake 1 lle e nnn 


which bor? Wn af 
Sublime — 

mixed Nature; parth boy 
fion, and partly” within it; 


tion; but Where myſtertous, * Revelation is 2 
Proof of them]; and, therefore, they muſt be 
confidered in a double Capacity an artecedent 
and ſubſequent Senſe to the Revelation ; and, 
conſequently, ” ate *reciprocally dependant on 
each other: For inſtance, ſhould any Point of 
Doctrine or — of Pace” be declared in 


rant; u had Leer Nes of attaining to 
the Knowledge | of; but through this Promul- 
gation; then, in the Parts not revealed, the 
nn ninue riou or incompre- 
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Fuſe of the amen «well us external Frou 


ley" are 


within it; they are internal Proofs of a Revela- 
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termine Time or Flas aſe for” this _ 
tribution, and no Deſeription gin of en 
Manner and Kind, then, in theſe Reſpects, we 


ſhould be whelly in the Darß; Rehn werd 


. no Light to direct its Steps, and therefore 


be ggeted, would be only the Dreams ot 
Hallucinations of Fancy: If the Eye hath 
« not ſeen, nor the Ear heard; nor can it 
« enter into che Heart of Man to conceive; 
s the Things that are fot them who 


«* Joe or hate God,” then they muſt be above — 


our "Comprehenſion, and can be” no Subjeas 


8 
| * Br we may ren upon whit hae bee 
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in general, ws. Nature, and the Uſe or Ne- 
eeſſity of additional Motives for the Encou- 
ragement of Virtue, and Suppreſſion of Vice; 
and enquire into their Propriety, as the Mat- 
ter of an Evangelical 


| da declare, that the wicked Man will be te- 
warded with Ha ineſs in another World, accord 
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with them; and whatever might | 


upon Rewards and Puniſhinents 15 


Mimon: That theſe 

are the Topicks of Reaſon, and the internal 5 
Teſtimonies of the Divinity of a Revelation, 
1 Pans ers appear from a' contrary Suppoli- | 
tion: Should any ane, ho may claim Inſpira- 


Ib 


ca | — this Repugnance — 
wogen Principles: of au 4 Would, be. an 
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_ neſs which we ought to be aſhamed of; and 
inſtead of expoſing ourſelves before Him, ra- 
ther call upon the Mountains to fall upon, and 
the Hills to cover us: Let us, thereſore, above 
all Things, take Care not to offer upon the 
Altar of infinite Wiſdom, the Sacrifice of Fools ; 


but endeavour to recommend ourſelves to Him, 


who is pure Intelligence itſelf, by heightening 


our Reſemblance to Him, and worſhipping Him : 


in VO and in Truth, 


— eie?! . . 


* 
= 
|: * * v * me) 4 4 
- 1 I . 1 
OG 56 
1 £ — A . TE 
8&5 „„ 
2 2 3 
— 4 8 * 2 — 
; : Fe WW. rA 
* bs "ag 6 

po 33 Wm 7 

_ - * 2 15 2 2 

— RS 2 PLA 
— * S "ag LR 
26% W 3 0 
— W 
22 * Ak > 
— * 


2 

* 
7 

elt 
Pp 


* 4 
Wu 
Wo 
* 
— 


= 


| 


7115 
. 

* 

4 

F 

* 

# 

* > 


X path — ah. F 


E729 . ro * . ov = 
i . * * . 0 2 
2 © ns ® *. 8 8 er 
— * - bg 
{ An; 3 7 K 
W 2 . — —— — a 7 
A N : — P 1 
N . « - * 
* = Haas 


» ** K 

Ws Ae 5 4 , * * 2 5 * — 

Wes { 7 Ke * 2 8 4 
% * * * 8 1 1 

ny — S ; I ., 


R 
* 


n 
2 * 


wk * 0 1 " Pp 
Spe 83 * „ — e * 
of * a > * > i "0 : 
W Eo OE FU 88 : 
. ny E # 2 Py 4% RE 9 
A * * A +3 . 1 
* . - 1 * Way F 
— „„ a *I7 
2 n * 8. * — 0 * 
* * * 2 2 * 1 = on 
2 * Bi 8 * E * * 
8 8 . * * KEY 
— * 3 I - Spy £4 1 
4 11 
+ 1 oh . at 7 
2 ps > 
ſe 5 mga 1 4.6 * 
* 5 5 * : 
8 . 
d Cory Ab 4.4 * 
N * 1 R 
8 — 
* at 7 3 2 - * 
* . by 22h, 2 8 3 
£ : $8 $5 we” 
27 1 * 
I 2 = © ; 
. l * 8 
4 LS * * * N 
1 . * 1 3 . 
4 8 . * 8 . ES 
„ . ta? 2 wy MOLE ' 3 
. %; 'J * 8 dg N f 4 
. Bones e „ * wa 
2 1 Os 2 
1 * * 5 RET. 4 bY 
83 8 | 
* 2 OY n 5 ed - 
CL ng - M as” . * * — 
1 * N «WS 8 
#3 ES 2 e — 2 1 7-4 
— 4 * jt _ 85 5 
. N X 2 
== „„ E 2 5 ” 
3 wa” * * A 
— e i + FA . LY 
* . — * 4 . : 


7 


or. Pride; but in its 


Cp ng” an Idea. of all the 4 
ſiyely of the Underſtan 


din 
from it ; which Conſtruction i 
plied" to it, urilels another ſhall 
Peinted dat; which is fo, far ud how 
8 Caſe, that we are immediately 124 o 


8 
* 


8. of 4 


is wy 


<5 81411 


K WA to Two! _ 


Mm 
Wader 


common Interpretation: The Words are 


an Exhortation, or Injunction to the 
Powers of the Mind, to 


ia Oe i Keep 


the 


ſupreme 
to ſuperintend the Heart; 


thy 


Affections, 


or thy 
Defires 


7 


— 2081 
4 


- p Cond, 4 ww 
l Oh "cu hg or II YE 
1 3 we 
P 
a 4: 8 Ba . 
** 3 


1 


; . Ae, 


Naeh 


- | * Ars. 001 A 12 4 5 
„„ 
4 | 


254 DISQOYRYE vn. 
| Defires and Averfions, © with all Diligence, 
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read them; the Roles, like wiſe, of Tom 35 
adapted to the  meaneſt Capacity, and, in ge- 
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neral, ſelf. evident Principles; the Knowledge 98 7 = 


af them is imuitive, and comes as it were by 
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be” Sh 7 Fs no ill 8 hall arſe: from iis Subjecs | 8 | 
3 tion to the Dictates of the Mind: | 21 
TLrhhere may indeed be ſome ae 1 | 
SEE. Cales, occaſioned by the - Complication” of the + 
voatious Relations we ſtand in to one another, © 
| __ which may demand ſome Conſideration to aſ- : 
. *_ certain the Boundaries of our Duty: There 
V- are alſo Truths concerning the Exiſtence. and 
Attributes of the Deity, and the Nature of Re- 
ligion and Divine Worſhip, which we cannot 
A cͤ:ttain to a competent Knowledge of, without 
a a ſtrict Exertion of our rational Faculties 
but, the Means for obtaining this Knowledge, 
Z?aare placed within the Reach of the Underſtand- 
= ing; and it is its. peculiar Office, to have Re- 
7 courſe to them, for its Information: This is 
the Charge which Providence hath aſſigned 
do it; and when diſregarded, it will impoſe 
upon Conſcience, and make it prove an erru- 
neous Prompter: But ſince Reaſon is inveſted 
with ſufficient Powers to: inform itſelf, why 
3 i Conſcience Pore or N its bs ” 
1 That ir "ee bo no 1 or 1 iety 1 
be LL Z e permitting Reaſon to abuſe the Truſt com- 
Wo mitted to it, and impowering nothing but i- 
fell to direct and correct itſelf, then it is right 
it ſhould involve every Thing ſubject to, or 
_ | 1 28 upon th 7 in nag B e 18 
Fr 6. e | this 10 
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this Abuſe 3 2 wha is not only incident to 7h 
* pe * : * 


i 2 % 

— — vs all" "the rors of the 
Mind: They are blind Wechtser to Action, 
and have no Government over «themſelves, but 
. are ſubmitted: to the Direction of Reafon, whoſe 
Province it is to ſuperintend and controul 
them; and if ie Fatt in this Duty, they will run 
into vicious Exceſs; and though natural In- 
ſtincts, implanted in us by Divine Providence, 
defeat the End they were deſigned to ſerve: The 
Objections, therefore, againſt Conſeience, might 

be equally made againſt all our corporcal and 
mental Affections; Conſcience > is properly an 
Action of the - Mind, and acts often with 
the Pa tons of Frar and - Shame; it hath its 
Deſires and Averfioris,” and e be no Tudg- 
eee and Bull, nn | 


2 adgment be 
erroneous; Cabs 1 will. 1 us a falle ; 
Senſe of Duty, and prompt us to do What we 
oußght not, or not to do what we ought: | 
Bat What would be the Conſequence, if it 
did} not act eee a falſe judgment? It 
muſt either cotrect that falſe Judgment, 
and ſo 2 Locke W it, or ceaſe to act at 
; ale In'either Caſe, Reaſoning and Reflection 
Wau ſuperfluous; we” ſhould have no 
Occaſfion to exert * o, intellectua Fowers; 3 
Wo . bn HE nay, 


nay; pa he a. not. > toad 
that Trouble, fince Conſcience would probe 3 
ſiſe and certain Guide: We need only multi- 
- ply Conjectures, and bring them to dhe Teſt 
of our Conſcience, and its Acceptance 2 

e 
and which falſe, and we ſhould have an in- 
fallible Guide: We eould. fall into no Error, 
and there would be no. Superſtition or Enthu- 
fafm, and fer leſs Vice 3 but then the Uſe of 
| Reaſon would be abridged, and ite Exertion in 
moral Subjects unneceſſary; we ſhould have 
the leſs Charge committed to usz /aR in a nor- 
rower Sphere, and be leſs intellectual and free 
Beings: and in u, ON the 
duced fo x nearer vel with the Animal World, 
And farther, was there any Reaſon. for not 
GfetigQroſciance to he miſguided, there would 
be the dame Reaſon for not ſuffering its Obliga- 

tions t be ſlighted, ſuppreſſed, or overeruled ; ; 
hy ſhould: it: only invite, porſuade, or: gently. 
trad us? Why not rather ſorcibly compel-us % 
: dd what de en, This, indeed, would cffee+. 
wee would bs, there could be no Virwss Þ 
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| Hence it is evident, that every natural or G. 
i wh Principle in created Tue 18 ro. 1 
55 be Jinite or limited. 3 


© neceſſary for the Preſervation of themſelves 
and their Species; in other Things they are 

| left to the Direction of Appetites or Paſſions, 

or ſome faint Glimmering of Reaſon : | 
An underſtanding Heart is given to Man, in 

a finite Degree; it is weak and frail ; we can 

think and reaſon, but, without great Care, 

ſhall in many Things think and reaſon errone- 

ouſly ; yet notwithſtanding this Imbecility, it ĩs 

conteſſedly a Ray iſſuing from the eternal Source 


of Light, by which we reſemble our Maker, 


and are the Glory of the viſible Creation: 
In like Manner, though Conſcience is li- 
mien in ke Operations, a ſubordinate and ſub- 
ſttvient Power to the Underſtanding, implicitly 


following its Judgment, and ſometimes giving ; 


a falſe Direction, yet it may oe” a pms or 
"”—_ within us : 
Upon the Whole, therefore, we me bun 

Lee clude; that Conſcience is no Mode or Effet? of 
the Underſianding, but a ſeparate or diſtind# 


| Power, and a conflituent or as Part * 1 | 3 
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ee moral Truths which 


to Our 


In theſe Caſes, Sineoriny hs all req Ir 


if we do not act againſt ee eee LE 
-ntious Perlon, - 


Act without it; and a dere conkel 
is a perfectly g good 5 
But there are 4 vrafticali ue Truths, 


Deity; and even ſome where bur Duties to our 


Neighbour and ourſelves are caricerned/ that de 
at a Diſtance from us; here we are only provided 


with the Means of this Knowledge, and muſt 


uſe much L Diligence and Pains in the Appliea- 5 
tion of thoſe Means, for the Attainment of it; | 
in theſe Reſpects, therefore, we rape 3 5 


as well as a bad Cos 


A wih tas but one Half of our Duty; we nw 


make a: bad Uſe of our Reaſon, while we make 
a good Uſe of our Conſcience ; or be extremely 
"negligent, indo 


lent, or ignorant, though at the 
fame Time true to our Ignorance; and grofly 


| violate the Laws of God, while we 'conſeien= 7 

 _ tiouſly obey the Laws of our own Mind: Sin- 
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here is no Depravity of Will, or Corruption 
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Good: be ever true to our 12 45 Welfarr 
aud our bran is fo fure, that it is almoſt 1 
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le who is the ſupreme Diſpoſer of all Things, 

and made us irreproachable with respect 
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| 5 ae alone, that bene the Intention may 


1 . 5 Kindle; ö yy ound: its Errors will be 
wor criminal; and their EffeRs'as fat. 
” -Miſery'is' made the natural and: neceſſary 
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Bur for « ferther Illuſtration and ConGenia- 
tion of this Subject, I will take the Laberty 40 
bekebeber you in a ſomewhat different Light. 


Let us ſuppoſe, a Perſon to be orflendl (by 


thoſe who have Authority over him, and 


give him ample] Inſtructions to inveſtigate 


the Way) to lead a blind Man directiy to His 
Home: Let us ſuppoſe, likewiſe, this Guide 


Knowledge, a precipitate Judgment, 'Wantoa- 


neſs, Indolence, Inattention, or anyother volom- 


a e to deviate from the true Path, 


amd at the ime Time be inſenßibie of his Exeoe,. 


and verily perſuaded in his on Mind that he 
18 going right; und through this Perſuaſioh 
poerſiſt in his Miſtake, and carry the Perſon 
cummitted to his Charge wide from the a 
| painted Place, and being overtaken in * 
Night, both fall into ſome deep Fit, er fromm 
ſome dangerous Precipice. T at 3 

No one can be ſo void of ee e 


"wah 
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Guide: Hath he diligently followed bis "In. 
ſtructions? Or, faithfully eecuted his Orders? 


How little Concern had he for his d or lis 
eee N Safety, to ſacrifice it to a petulant 
Curioſity or a vain Confidence, and deſtroy © 
Made and hie Follower, 22 A 
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for Want of making proper Inquiries, or from 
an uowarrantable Preſumption on bis own 
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1 "Mn "de to tions; his cer a . a bee, 2 
1 bY a or the bare Intention of doing none, can be ad- 
mitted as an Excuſe for ſuch a flagrant Breach | 
e Truſt or ought to have ſecured him from | 
3 n fatal Conſequences? s #06! 
bis is exactly the Caſe between ovielUailiey- 1 
1 IA and our rg mma * This 16 blind in 
=. - fs the other, which than a-pecolian Charge 
d conduct it aricht: Reaſon is the Eye and 
Ta of the Mind, to! ſee and lead us 
du de wer which God hath appointed us 
Re 10 walk in: If then, Fan 1 divert 
Wo it from ien proper Office 3' or ſuffer, through | 
ay Neglect or Miſconduct, the Light within 
| _ to become Darkneſs, what Excuſe will it 
be t our Maſter for miſleading Conſcience, 
0, What Conſolation to ourſelves for walk- 
BE - ang in the high Road to Deſtruction, that 
de did not know it. or unwittingly took 
VV it to be the right Way? Why did we not 
Ez know it? Or how came we to be fo igho- 
mat? If qur Creator hath bleſſed us with 
FBye, ficht, why did we not look about and 
_ make Uſe of it? he Underſtanding, as well 
| | 4 1,3 „ ſcience} is committed to our Truſt, and 
we ere e as much obliged to inform the one as to 
1 follow the other: Shall we then look) to :ohe - 
= Part alone ? Ot punctually obey the Directions 
_ _— U — 9 no are n 
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ih Directions which are bent ae 1 
. right? Shall we do but one Half of 
our Duty, and ſuppoſe that this will atone for 
the Omiſſion of the other, which ought to hape 
been the Baſis to ĩt ? Or ſhall we plead; that ve 
-were engaged upon more important Subject? 
But vvhat can be of greater Importance, than tgne 
Service af Him who gave this Guide, to direct 
us in that Service? What can be more be- 
coming à rational Being, than to act moſt 
rationally in Things which concern his Dutyto 
God; his Neighbour, and himſelf ? Or, in what 
can his Underſtanding be hetter employed, than 
in furniſhing his Mind with the Knowledge et 
genuine Piety and Virtue? This is its proper 
Office; the one Thing needful; in Compa- 5 
riſon of which, all other K nom edge is van 
and when it obſtructs us in the Puncait of this 
Knowledge, injurious; and there is hut littte 
Difference, whether the Underſtanding be ap- 
plied to no Purpoſe, or in nothing to this Pu- 7 
pole; in either Caſe, we ſhall. be flothful ane 
wicked Servant: , RR 
Theſe Arguments from Resch theo Uirtwie | 
confirmed by the Teſtimonies of Revelation; 
it is written, That he who knew) not his 
Lord's Will, and did Things worthy of 
e Stgipes, ſhall be beaten; here it is clearly - = 
a ully implied, that we may deſerve toe 
Pine 9 known Wil; 


Nen 6 f : 7 : U2 and 


5 N or the immediate Cumye of it. 

And again, we are affored 
"Writing, that at the laſt great Day of Account 
5 1 Men will be j „ not according to hat 
”  -they have intended, but accor to what 


7 F have dhur in this Life, Whether it be 


5 A good or whether it be evil; that is, the TERS 
| which will be Judged, is the ab/o/ute Good 
78 en bie eur Conn ,ͤ;ß 
Dpon the Whole, fore} it is evident, 
_ = et if the Mind, through vincible Ignorance, 1 
” HJudgeth that to be wrong which is in itſellf 


1». 


„ 


1 . | or wat to be right. —_— my in LO 
"3 5 ; 1 he : 
* _ eee yur Mind may 

—_—_ _ or Wrong, « wilful Difobe- 
_ oo nee to the Dictates of e or he 


==  Senſeof Duty upon it, is finfuuu. 
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% e but can he none to us; wi cannot de 2 a 


bound by any Thing which we cannot know r 8 5 
or do; if they may be known to us, and we. 


neglect the Means of this Knowledge, we 


are certainly culpable for that Neglect; bo 


and the Puniſhment: may be the Conſequences 


of our Actions on the . Breach! of them; hut 
during this criminal Ignorance; they can be no _ 
Laws for us to act 'by; the Mind muſt be RR 
convinced that they are right; and Conſcience . 
enforce them, and make them appear obliga 


tory to us, before they can be Rules to adjuſt 
our Conduct; if they have no fuch Appearance, 


or, à contrary Appearance, to us, and we act + Nh 
 agreeably to thoſe Laws, we act, either without 


any Senſe of Duty, or againſt it; if without any 
Senſe of Duty, and we only do what we take 
to be indifferent, then there can be no Merit or 
Virtue in the Action, and we might as well 
have omitted it: If againſt a Senſe of Duty, 


though the Action be ab/alutely right in ielelf, 


it is only accidentally ſuch to ws; we do what we 


imagine to be wrong, contradict the Judgment A —- 
of our Mind, and inſult Conſcience: And 
ſince we are ſo far from knowing it to be IM 


enjoined” us, that we take its: contrary for a 


Law, and are conſcious to ourſelves of 2 


Violation of this miſtaken Law; wee ſtand 
er aaa not only by che Wande of "our: 
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2 * . . own. Mind, but by Juſtice: itſelf, = the om 
òZiç̃inniſcient Author of it; whether the Deed be 
. good or bed in itſelf, ak can dee. no Ds. 
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: 1 Vielding to Dane 


Ie ry of Will, 
Depravity of Mind, and Corruption of Heart: 


5 Ge And, what can induce us to act againſt Conſci- 
encee in any one Inſtance, where we judge wrong 
to be right, or right to be wrong; may have 


the ſame Influence upon us in any other, 


where, our Judgment may be correct; becauſe 
we are not privy to the Error of our Judgment, 


and in either Inſtance it will be equally ſuppoſed 


to be right: And, therefore, as we act not 
only without Knowledge, but againſt the 
Knowledge which we think we have, we are 


ſo far from being innocent, that we are guilty 


Hof the complicated Crime of an erroneous and 
cervil Conſcience; and each of which being di- 
minctiy an heinous Offence, it will be ab- 
ſiurd to imagine, that they can 8 0 excuſe : 
or vindicate each other.. 


Again, ſuppoſe we ſhould believe any en : 


to be true or falſe, which is the directly con- 
ttary; and vouch to another the contrary to 
what we believe, with a Deſign to lead him 


into an Error; though our Aſſertion be in it- 


elf abſolutely true, yet it is only accidentally fuch 
to us; and it hath all the Malignity of a Lis; 
e is as — hat W and as: 


| greak 


. 


Discourss vn. 1 ll 


e a Deſign to deceive, as. if it had been 
fille; and though we do not know that we are 
deceived ourſelves, yet we Nenn enen 1 


to deceive another. 


Hence it is evident, that Stabes is eo 


immediate and neceffary Guide: And, if this 


Argument required any farther Confirmation, 


it might be eſtabliſhed on the Authority of the 
Apoſtle St. Paul, who hath informed us that we 
muſt, not only act according to the Conviction of 


our own Minds, but do all we can to prevent 


another from acting againſt his Conviction, tho 


contrary to our own, and manifeſtly abſurd in 


itſelf ; we muſt not indeed do what we judge 


to be evil, and wound our own Conſcience; to 
avoid offending another's ;- but we muſt be ſo? 
cautious not to give Offence to a weak Brother, 


as to abſtain from Things ſeemingly indifferent, 


to us, in his Preſence, who believes them to 
be otherwiſe, leſt we ſhould tempt him to at 


-> 


contrary to his Perſuaſio n. 


The Apoſtle hath been exticte'on on his ab- 
ject; and ſet it in a clear Light: 

* As concerning Things offered to Idols, we 
Ds know, that an Idol is nothing in the World, 
« and that there is no God but one; how-- 


* 


© beit, there is not in every Man that Kno --. 
2% ledge; for ſome with Conſcience of the Idol, 


„ unto this Hour, eat it as a Thing offered to 


n p and un weak aa” Rye 
z 


e 2 
52 
* 2 5 . 


In the Jewiſh Diſpenſation, . every 'T Dg 
" brad to God was eſteemed boly; and hen 
olf the alimentary Kind eaten in Honour to 
Him, to whom it was offered. The Jews 
were ſtrictly forbidden by their Law, to touch 
whatever was offered to Idols; ſome of the 
Jewiſh Converts: to, Chriſtianity. continued in 
the ame Opinion, and thought the Partaking 
of what had been offered to an Idol-Deity, an. 
meat of it, and therefore, 
'a Point of Conſcience. to abſtain from it, a 
were greatly offended wit who thought 
Ee This St. Pau declares to be an 
erroneous Opinion; fince an idol is no real 
Jad, every T dedicated or offered to. it, 
continues in the ſame indifferent or common 
tate as it was in before; and therefore, every 
one of this 3 nr eat of it. But 


3 


a 


_ Man the. lie, of his on Mind; 
= from the Apoſtles Ju ought never to 
b. done; nor even the leaſt Occafion for it be 
i leſt my me 
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9 „ Seumbling-Rlock to them thatare week 4 for 
«if any Man ſee you who hath —— © 5 8 1 KL 
„at Meat in the Idol's Temple, hall not the = 
_ ** Conſcience of him who is weak be embold.⁵ü 
__ ' © ened to cat thoſe, Things which are offered "I 
|  * to Idols? And through thy Knowledge thall 
thy weak Brother periſn ? Therefore, if 85 1 2» 
Meat make my Brother to offend, I will eat = 
* no Fleſh while the World ſtandeth. leſt: 1 23 
** make my Brother to offend. 8 
Hence it is manifeſtly an invialable Rule 1 
with, the Apoſtle, that a one: ought tro aff 
againſt his Conſcience, however erroneous it meyy 
be; that it is a Malignity of Heart of ſuch 8 
a deep Die, as to be Deſtruction to the Perſon ' ; 
guilty of it; and therefore, that he himſelf = 
_wauld take all poſſible Care to avoid it, and 
nn voluntarily ſuffer a ſevere Mortification, _ 
rather than be in the. leaſt Degres acceſſary 3 
it in another. 3 95 hs 
"And; us the Bites of Confojznca nin Bar _— 
a when different Things are miſtaken; | 
for evil, fo are they likewiſe, when there is a 
ſimilar falſe Judgment concerning good or cui: 
Things; becauſe it is the ſame to the Mind, + 
hy they be indifferent, good or evil; they e 
all appear in the ſame Light to the Agent; and 
in either Caſe there is the ſame Conviction, the 
ſame Senſe of Duty, and the arne 
"| ne when it is "VN LE? : 
| us 
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BY 5 el Thus is att mpted t y prove” both the 
= ee upon which the — of 2 5 
== the Doctrine of an erroneous Conſcience de- 
ömbpends; what remains, is to ſet before yo che FJ 
=> Inferences arifing from them: And, 


The firſt is, an immediate enten et Fete 


N this laſt Propoſition, That what We call an 
etrroneous Conſcience, is more prop 
= erroneous Fudgment; there lies the Fault: Rea- 
. 755 and Conſcience are to diſtinct Parts or 


renceples of the Mind. and have their ſeparate 


7 5 Offices; the firſt is to inveſtigate and report | 
What is right and true; the laſt, to receive its 


Reports whatever they may be, "halt Wem 4 


= Laws, and enforce the Obſervance of them; 
” "they ate ſo independent of each other, that 
either may be deficient” in its Office, have 


its Faculties impaired, and its Powers loſt, 
while the other is perfect and acts in full 


> Vigour; and conſequently, there may be a true 
or falſe Julgment with either 'a good or bad 
= Conſcience: when, therefore, the Laws which 


Conſcience enacts and enforces; are eſtabliſhed 


= on an erroneous Judgment, i it is the Underftand-' ; 
ing, and not nen which hath EM in 
_— Duty.” - | | ire 


* 


Another tende "Oe Hold 


? ad is, that while we are under the dg eeNͥ 


of an erroneous Conſcience, our Conduct muſt 


N 5 be «2mm and Sin inevitable: :- By the firſt 
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W if we. obey: its Dictates, base > a 
the Intention may have 0 the Action will . 1 
be always ſinful; and by the ſecond; if we a, 
diſobey them we ſhall commit Sin, nay, be re. 
peatedly ſinful; we ſhall act without real Know 
ledge, and againſt apparent Knowledge; and 
have both an erroneous and a guilty Conſeience. 8 
Since then we are under the Neceſſity of Sin, 
during this Influence, let us enquire. how far a | 
ſimple erroneons Conſcience is en and. 
in what Degree puniſhabl mme 0 
It is written, That the ee 1 1 
not his Lord's Will, and did it not, ſhall be 
„ beaten with fewer 1 48 than he wo 
% knowingly. diſobeyed him: And ' indeed,” 
upon à gener al Compariſon ix an erroneous = ” 
with an evil Conſcience; and the ſole Confide=! 7 
ration of their common Properties, without 
entering into the Conſequences of each part. 
cular Species, there will appear to ve" a "wits _— 
Difference between them _—_ 
I be firſt upon this general tee W 1 
to be rather a Sin of Omiſſiion than COmmiſ. 
ſion; an Abuſe, only through a Diſuſe of te 
Underſtanding, where the Intention is fincere; _ . 
the Heart eh or and EY warn 1 
and perfect. Lt 8 
But in the other airs is a Den of 1 
Will, a deliberate acting againſt the Senſe f 
the Mind, an Obduracy of e and ** = 
F Conſciene. YG 


de could only mean ' bye 4 e Coo 


n K 
n 'V KS 
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e to . this Title in bis Defence wake 1 
" fore the Jewiſh Sanhedrim, where he ſolemnly 
declared, that he had Gen all goo 

; enen unte wa | 


3 


7 i * | . his on Senti- 


1 ”- Service-of God and 3 But it was 
by '3 | Known, that he had been a violent Perſecutot 
© af the Chriſtians, breathing out Threatenings 

ndnd Slaughter againſt the Diſciples of our 
5 3 anda Ermer! in the Murder of 2 | 
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* 1 . 05 far from: juſtifying Wr in all R 
ting hie 5 eee that at 
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Bot thou gh an erroneous Conſcience from a 4 FE: 9 
5 ben Survey, may appear in a more favourable 
'I Light than an evil Conſcience, yet there are 7 
various Degrees of each, and from a ſtrict In- 
ſpection, and cloſe Scrutiny into their ſeveral 
Species, and reſpective Conſequences, ſome. 
Kinds of Ignorance will be found far leſs x 
cuſable than others; and though an erroneous _ , 
Conſcience may be ſoftened, in general, with = 
the mild Charge of an Omiſſion of Duty, yet 
in many Inſtances it will prove to be ſuch an 
Omiſſion of Duty, as will betray Men into 
the Commiſſion of enormous Crimes, and be- 
ing brought into a Compariſon with ſever l 
Kinds of an evil See 2 er 5 not 1 
r their egg e e 
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| erroneous : Conſcience,” and a Compariſon 
of them with a guilty Conſcience. 
10 The firſt and leaſt Kind of an erroneous 
| conſcience, is, when Things indifferent are 
miſtaken, for good or evi, Things. 
When Men, though having im other Reſpet 
formed a juſt Senſe of Right and Wrong, judge 
what is in itſelf mdiferent to be goo; orehl g 

tory and raiſe ſuperfſuous Duties; then 
officiouſſy puniſu minus with rigorous. 
1 MN ee 


0 8 


innocent Amuſements and Enjoyments of Life; 
and voluntarily untertake futile though =: 
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'- neceſſary, or harmleſs into vicious, they abridge - 
their. natural Freedom, lay Obſtaples in thei 
own Way, and embarras the Road to Heaven. 


Y And what is remarkable of this Kind of . 


an erroneous Conſcience, the Taſk which 
= Men impoſe upon themſelves, 1s generally 


2 ' heavier than what God enjoins ; what He re- 
3 ' quires, is natural and reaſonable, and conſe- 


- quently ealy; but what too conſcientious 
Perſons lay upon themſelves, is for the moſt 
Part unreaſonable and unnatural, and, of 


A their Agaorance been confi 


to an active Ames to te 1. yet is 


- dowd 00 a Forbesrance from: Things defore 


4 7 Thus, by coliverting | indifferent Things into” 0 


A 


. 4 4 1 
true with-lalſe Pity, introducing unneaſogs = | 
e Severitics, and loading it with, grievous 
 Supenſtiginnss Thea tho Pad b6 —ͤ— ms fl 1 
and pleaſant in itſeli, ia rendered ſtcen anc. 0 BY 
thorny, — Vier, om this Feil, 4 * 
appears: brogd- and alluring; by which Means 
many hate, been: diſbouriged. gm the fink 
7 me yg ar rot ge med 


| fare Ara bythe 
en r fe — gy; 


| E We, , greater Evil is preferred d the %% !ʃꝶ q ⁵ũ wt 


1 ie hen n We Fate ef might 
"28 ot wrong, the 1% Good! is ſabſtituted for, or 
| tranſpoſed in the Place of, the grrate or ches 
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Thus, the leſs God was ſubſtituted for o 
5 - reanſjoled) in the — the 


: 2 Able, dhe making „clean the Outſide 
and waſhing ef Hands de. 
bote Dinner were more inſiſted! pon 


Nabbies were held in ſuch high Venere 
I ee People; that ee 


* 
A 


is 3 2 — not, ee 


* th 
0 od its of God." Foun hr 4 A elt 
WE for — — — wn Mer 


4 3 {bation of Order and Decorum in Divine 


ice, however indifferent in themſelves; have 
r Goodneſs aſcribed" to them, 
Eſſenttals of Religion. 
. Tas nd Sab armee Holy Worthip, 
pie beth placed in external Forins,” fuppli- 
ant. Poſturss, "aa the mere Sound of Words, 

92 dür an leds their Setiſe ? Thie 


HL: [ 348." 

| ©. The People dam neat me; with. cir Ling. 

” 2 Gith eee and with their Mou th Fog, 

they honeur meg but have: removed their 
| . . n far from me 15 and t 

5 1 Dee wr A. 

| mightyinan unknown: Tongue, the Enuimers-” 

don af Prayers: and Offeting:themi up as it were 

1 with the tedious Repetition of them as 


5 Words of Rote, are enjoined by a neighbour-* 
and practiſed by its Members, as 
if thee: was ſome Charm in the very Jingle 
; : "ON them, or that God attended to ſuch ſenſe- 
2: But our Reformers judici- 
. all that vain Pomp and Page- 
ant ef, „the coſtly Ornaments of 
„Images and Pi- 
tures x che: Holy Water and Incenſe; the 
tiaſel Trappings and antick Geſtures of the 
Prieſts; their Bowings and: Croſſings, with an 


Worship was i 3 and they retained 
no more Forme, than what the Solemaity of 
1 K Prayers required ; that the Minds HC 
D might not be dazzled with 
ee Worſhip; che Sabo ot 
7 'miſtaken' for its e or the Sn, 
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Tbere are ſome moral Truths, likewiſe, : = 
Which though not entirely ſelf-evident, Yee. - 0 
approach ſo nearly to it, as to be but little te- 0 


moved from it; Ignorance, in this Caſe, is 
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Prejudice or Partiality ; and the Mind clogged 
with ſome falſe Weight of apparent Pleaſure - 
or Profit; and conſequently, this is ſeldom a 


5 _ fimple erroneous Conſcience, but there is s ſome N 


c Mixture of an evil Conſcence with it. 
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ſerved, which are more difficult to be aſtertained, 
and require diligent Attention and mature Reflec- 
tion Maſt of | this Claſe relate to the Bang 
and Attributes of the Deity; the Diſpen/ation of 
Hi Divine Providence, and the Nature'of rei. 
FSiout Worſhip: And ſince we are indebted to 
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we have, here, the moſt. extenſive Field of 
PDuty to expatiate in; a greater Truſt com 
do our Care; and higher Obligations laid vpon 
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Danger; he who acts agανν Knowledge, is ge 
nerally ſtricken with the Sex/e of his Gnit; 


Conſcience probes the Wound, and preſcribes: 4 


the Remedy, aodithere may be [me Hope of 
2 Recovery; but an erroneoùs Conſeichee fe- 
fſtembles à certain Kind of Conſumption; 
? which the Patient, and gives him falſe 
ps; "through * OO: 188 to think 


9 
N ee e,; 


50 
22 


518 COU R: 8 5 vir. 1 = 


bimſelf ! in full Health, and leaſt e ee 


of dying, when he is falling into his Grave: 


Thus the blind Zealot is a Dupe to his own 


OI and ſo far worſe than other Invalids, 1 


that he muſt firſt be brought to a Sen/e of his 
own Illneſs, and ſet on a Parity with other 
Patients, before his Cure can be attempte. 

To conclude, Let us conſider how dreadful 


a Thing it is to be in imminent Danger, 9 


without any Suſpicion of it; to have the 


Watchman faſt aſleep, or announcing all is 
ſafe, when the Enemy is at the Gate, and 
breaking in upon us: And let us take eſpecial - 


Care, how we ſet up a falſe Prophet, or falt 


Judge, in our Breaſt, who will * ſpeak a hing 
* Divination, and ſee a Viſion of Peace where 1 
* there is no Peace, or acquit and applaud us, 


* when the God of Truth, who is greater 
% than our Sen WR condemn and ; 
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HE next Kind propoſed to be treat» 
ed of is an evil or. bad Conſcience, 
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When Men 20 ga! 


which may be derided: in.'the. fol» 
#% Ditates of their 


Conſcience, or its Senſe upon the Mind, and it 


teproaches them with it; or 
any habitual Contempt of, or Diſobedience to, 


its 


an evil or a bad Conſcience: |, ... 
Or otherwiſe, when 
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nitions. and Remonſrrances, then they have 


en af exaiul or fore | 
act according to the, Senſe of * 
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As a a folk 8 of moral Good and Evil | 4 
is the Cauſe of an erroneous Conſcience; fo a 
1 dement.of natural God and Evil is the 
1 hal Cauſe of an cu Oonſolenoe: "Though 
it is impoſſible in the Nature of Things, that 1 
Ez the Way of Righteouſneſt and Truth, can be, 
_ "woes the whole, are oe diſadvantageous;/ 
de Nan ke yet we may ink otherwiſe, and 
= this: Thought will introddce an evil Conſci- ; 
5 ene, hen we divorce, in aur 
= Intereſt from Virtue, and Miſery from Vice, 
=, and unite what are really far remote from each 


. 


bother, then we raiſe an Obſtacle in our Wa ay. 
which we cannot ſurmbunt; excite Diſtractions 
= jo our Mind, and make the two ſtrangeſt 
—_ | Prin des in Pansen Nature counteract and 
opꝓpppoſe each other; which if not reconciled, 
EF the 8% of BHiereſt will generally prevail over 
1 . 0 _ Hat of Duty, and campel us to ad egtinſt it. 
1 Tus, when Men judge one Thing to * 
© their Duty, and another their Inter, ky 
. z _ ; | ig homies imo he miſerable Condition 
vdbf approving what is 3%, and" ang whit is 
TO wor. 18 They ſet up u Lato in their Member 
* wur the Eaw of "their" Mind, 
En N thei ins ky” t to the La 
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„che unt of Know 


ence; the principal Difference between them, 


is, that we are norant of our natural. E 
in the one Caſe, and of nora Truth in che "oh 
other”; in the latter, indeed, when we are mill 


taken concerning{Mruth, Conſcience is not 
privy to it, and we act according to ity Senſe 


L oy the Mind, fo that we are in no other Fault, 
than 


of making a wrong Judgment: But in che 


Jae Opunion of Intereſt, Conſtience difſents 


from, and proteſts againſt it, ſo that we 
mit a complicated Crime, and act, not only, 


againf# the Knowledge of our Duty; and (what 


i a great Aggravation, ) e are con/tious of doing- 


wrong, ſin with our Eyes onen, and fly in che 
Face of Guile l 
The great Object. of the Under aus 


8 opr Intereſt, and which may be readily 
dane from the Senſe of Duty; it is an ea 
and natural Concluſion, that what is right mit 


be profitable, and what is wrong, prejudicial; 


and if we would reſt here and place an implicit 
Faith, in this Principle, we ſhould not err, 

but have Knowledge ſufficient ' o reconcile 
our Fade to our * which is * the one 
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of an cui, is well of ee ee 0 


 Eiterd and Haiy: What is right in oa: 
_ dinary Cafes, Is plain and obvious : Here the 
Whos Province of the Underſtanding id to 
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our Preſent and future Happineſs ;. but our M 


"Pf dings or rather our Fault is, we diſmiſs this | 
WS. AM Cue, and bewilder ourſelves in the Maze "RE 
| i 2 | 4 apparent - Intereſt ;. all Thiogs: approach us 


It boch Good. to us ; our 3 and Paſſions, 


ſolicit us with their Gratification ; 3. every Fancy h 
bath its Charm, every Vice its Temptation, 1 


4 and allures us with immediate Pleaſure. or 


Proſit; Intemperance diſplays ſenſual Delights, 
and promiſes to drown, our Care, and elevate 

our Spirits; Injuſtice exhibits the gilded 

Bait of * in a fair Point of View, and 

flatters us with Secrecy. and Impuaity,;' With ; 
| this infinite Variety of Propoſals, if we do not 
"take our Senſe of Right and Wrong, as our 
Guide, and try them by this Touchſtone, it is 
gteat Chance, but we chall make a wrong 
Choice, and provoke our Conſcience. to con- 
front us with its Obligations; and if we do 
not know our Intereſt, 7b will make us 4now 
our Duty, and though it may not be able to 
enforce its Practice, it will make us rue the 
Negleck of it; and this is, what we call an 
evil Conſcience; pot becauſe it is in itſelf evil, 

hut from the Evil it brings with it, as from the 
Ditreſs! it is in, and the Reluctance and Oppo- 
all it Fant, it is a Formaud Torment and 
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8 us, and, erefore, | may! be more 
Yraperly ſtyled a diſturbed Conſcience. 


; Alea n it, as it is a Proſtitution f 
it to evil Purpoſes, or putting a Force upon it, 
and breaking through every Tie of Honour _ 
and Duty: It is, alſo, called a Defilement/ of 
4 zience; being a Debaſement of its Senſs 
3 * Virtue, à Pollution or Contamination: “ 
2 Heact, and Fan nen 
vitious Thoughts. 7 | 
| by there 3 a Species of „ 
| —— which. is called evil from its own intrin - 
ſick Badneſs 3, and that is, when it is deficient 
in its Office, and diſabled from diſcharging iti 
natural Functions; and, therefore, more juſti⸗ 


evil Conſcience; when, Men have pruſpered in 
_ an habitual, Courſe of Iniquity, and Conſcience 
hath. been long inſulted and trampled; upon; 
then it will at length become torpid and filent ; 
the Mind, to all Appearance, loſes, ite Sens 
of Right and Wrong, and feels no Conſciouſ- | 
ned of Shame or Guilt; and this is, what is 
called an hardened Heart, or. a callous Conſci- 


The acting againſt-Conſcience, is Cs _ 


g. it may be ſtyled a dad rather than an 5 , 


ENCE, or, to uſe the Expreſſion of St. Paul, 25 3 Y 


| 1 Conſcience ſeared as it were with a hot Iron. i 
But though Conſcience may be thus 


for a Time, and the Sinner unmoleſted triumph = 


* * * yet. it , be ln ae 


* 


"2 
5 14 * 


* kt” ; 
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* 125 ö 
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. 2 3 otally ſubdued eee 
5 2 Pray yrs iv 3 out with fruitles Chiding, 
| Sean le itſelf doum to Rest, but its gleep 
Ja will nvt be unto Death at certain Seaſbas it 
1 ps ill couſe from its Slum bor, and re aſſume ite 
. LL | -poitine! Office and Power. 10303 eien his 
| © * . 1:When'the gay flattering. Scene af /Vaniey 
t removed, and ſucoseded by Infarny: and 
= Diſtreſt, thon the Prodigat i begins to reflect 
0 LL en his paſt Oonduct, ts Sins fly in his Face, 
4 I aud his Conſcience comes forth like u firong 
AY 2 Y Man awakened from à France,” and will 
* # . ebene tor ts paſt Remiſſneſs by its preſent In 
je ten on: eee er eres e 


R e 
i bete ken det the eng ce Galt, the Sinn 
is en Mind.” - 2 
_ ee}, "thtough their 

1 | * "Hatred 7e thelt ep had pip 
e Gl him, they were Uiverted'from” it by 

Pl. = 3 Fortunate Opporconity, -whichs At that zul, 
* 3 . _ vecorred, of ſehing hirn 60 ſome Ttinerant J 
wma, he happened®to paß that Way; 
1 : while Things proſpered with them, and their 
. "To gave Credit to their feigned Stoty of 
dis bwin deen killed by wild Beafts, they felt 
b * 1 did Remorſe for this unnatural Treatment of 
| * de Brother ; but "forme Years” afterwards, 
=” © when there was 4 fore Lamine in Candan, and 
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as having: been ſent. down to buy Corniiid 1 
Egypt for their Suftenance, were atreſted fr 


Spies, and committed to Priſon; then, thielr 


s in that we ſaw the Anguiſh of his Soul, and 
| 2 beſbught us; and we would not heat him/3 
and, therefore, is this Diſtreſs come upoit 

% sg and behahd hi/Blood'is required of us:“ 


Their Guilt} like a corporeal Malady, which 
lurks in the Blood, till fickly-Seaſors brings it 


forth, laid perdue in their Minds, till theſe 


Afflictions came upon them, then it bees 
out, amt every Cirrumſtance of /theie Cruelt/ © 
towards him appeared as freſh in their Me- 
mory, as if it had been juſt done; his Cen 


founded in their Ears and pierced their Heare; 


and they charged themſelves, not only wis 


felling him for a Slave, but fer the Conſe⸗ 


a . 


Heure note chem, æad they ſaid one to anothemm̃ 
Wi' were vety guilty concerning dur Brother; 


quences of that Slavery; which, from the'Surs 


_ miſes of their Mind, they dbakbuded mut 


hade been Death; and that the Vengeance of 


the Almighty had now over-taken them i : 


1 — 


From this Piece of Hiſtory We may learn, 
Tl that a wicked man can never be ſecure from a 
guilty Conſcienee ; and it is Well — bog 
img, how dreadfuny the Heuſe of Sin a. 
ed againſt itſelf, when its Members: are fo far 
from placing any Confidence" in ons aothery 
that they cannot 1 rl "i theit 
. rimes 
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Grimes be ever 150 un . ah 
conſcious : of them, and 
this eee will without any Reward, 
impeach them; à guilty Perſon needs no Ac 
cuſer ; his Conſcience will do this Office, to 
himſelf, and ſometimes to the World; there 
6 2 | have been Inſtances of Conſcience arreſting = 
. the Criminal, dragging him to Juſtice, extort- 
: 5 ing a Confeſſion of his Villany, 824 foreing | 
b J dim to ſeek fos exemplary! Puni(l 
BY 2 without, as a Relief from the Pita witb- 
1 Wickedneſs condemned. oy; her dun 
— ere e e forteaſtetls: Sh 
Things. The conſcious Wretch is haunted 
_ with the Spectres that hit diſturbed. oi 
tion conjures up before him; be ſtartles at 
| . 4 . - every Noiſe; thinks every Whiſper is fraught 
= with the Tale of his Wickedneſs, and that 
. 2 . . re Finger of Scoru is continually pointing 
* 1 bim; every Thing, alſo; ſeems/to be hung 
2 1 with the Gloomineſs of his Soul, while his 
_ 4 Underſtanding ſerves, like a glimmering Ta- 
4 = mee only to ſhew the difmal Sceng, 5 
| I Xx = . ve render 1 Its Horrours More viſi ble. „„ 
We: bes Dry of: Baar, a. Native. of Paus in 
bath ben received as eee 
HR. Fa. 10 is conciſely,. This, 2 
=_ +=: LEM ee Viet: 
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Ha Neighbours ſeeing him one Day eck 
| „ earneſt in pulling down ſome Birds 


Neſts near his Houſe, and paſſionately deſtroy- 


ing their Voung, could not help taking Notice 


of it, and upbraing him for his IIl- Nature and 
5 Cruelty ; to which he replied, that he could 
uit bear them; they were always twitting 
Him with the Murder of his Father: This 
execrable Villany had lain concealed for many * _ 
| Years and never been ſuſpected; and im al! 
probability would never have come to:lightz © 
had not the avenging Fury of 'Conſcrence, 'by © 
_ theſe. extraordinary Means, drawn a publick - © 
| men of ab; {Tun the aha ous : 
Mots. e 
| 14 The Wicked are Hh Un ah * 
e whoſe Waves caſt up Mire and Dirt, foam- 
ej ing out their awn Shame; there is no Peace; 
% fays my God, to the Wicked; his Conſei- 
**. ence, (like Micaiab to Abab,) never prophe- 
„ feth Good concerning bim, but only Evil 
„ continually. . The Spirit of à Man can bear 
his Infirmities, bot a wounded Spirit wπ⁰) 
can bear? When our Strength is turned 
into Weakneſs, and that which ſupporteen 
ery other Thing wants n A Suppart; 
. where ſhall we find it?; 
And. as. there is no 3 an 1 Con- 
- ſcience, ſo there is no flying from it; When it 
ſhould we ſay to it, Haſt hon 
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Is 4 | 4 Get me, O y Begamy? It will e 
=. * eee Bs did to dbad, I have found thee, bee 
mea thon haſt fold thyſelf to do evil: 
Not is there any ſhaking off this Viper * 
E #8 OConſeience; it lays faſt: hold of us, it lies 
N "38 ' down with us, and ſtings us in our Sleep; it 
. 4 riſes with us, and preys upon our Vitals ; hengyy 
| ancient Moraliſts compared an evil Conſcience 
n Vulture feeding upon our Liver, and the 
Pangs felt under the one to the Throws of the 
otder; ſuppoſing at the ſanied Time, the Vuls 
-tare's Hunger, inſatiable, and this Entrail, 
1 ene ſenſible of Pau, and to have grown as 
* b Faſt, as devoured: this truly, muſt be allowed to 
have been as ſtrong a Repreſentation of the moſt 
ngering, as well as the molt acute corporeal = 
1 Pais as could have been drawn; yet, ſtrong s 
it is, it falls greatly ſhort of the Anguiſh of 4 
- . guilty Conſcience ; and indeed it is not in the. 
Poker of the imagination, when at Reſt, tis 
JF 5 donteipe the Horrour which itſelf when diſ- 
| xz ” _ - gurbed; can Hſe, or the Torture it can being. 
| 1 3 But it is nom Time to turn from this 2 
doom to the pleaſing View of a gbod C 
3 * 5 ; dent which! is the laſt Thing I propoſed t 
4 . test uf; and which may oh de _ in the | 
Wh following Manner J 
when no Opportunities or Mess base 8 
| | omitted for acquiring the Knowledge of Gobd 
n a when e powers of -the 
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Mind have been cheriſhed, 0 ſtrengthened; 


and la lively Senſe of Duty is ever preſent wih 
us, and FTW * in 


other Words, vx 
When the Mind, upon A 8 of our e 


Wo Lis is conſcious of no Diſobedience to its 
judgment enlightened to the beſt of our Abi- 


lities, and feels a cheerful Inclination to follow 

it in our future Behaviour, then we have a _ 
Conſcience, or a Conſcience void of Offence: 

Or again, from our Explanation of the two 


0 other: Kinds of Conſcience, it may be Jelctids? 
155 ed negatively in a conciſe Manne I 
When we have neither an erronzous,. an on. e 


nor a bad Conſcience ; and have acted, neither 
without, nor againſt Knowledge, tn we wang: 
4 good Conſcience... 


ee fd I 0 


The it is a perfect Conſcience, void of 


5 : „ Offence, Ra in Knowledee and Prattice : 
| 1 fince it is morally impoſſible for finite 
an 


11 Beings to commit no Errors of 
Judgment, nor to deviate in any Degree From 


_ their Duty; but to arrive to a COMPANY State 


of Impeccability; ſo no Man can be be ſaid to 


| poſſeſs this Conſcience. 


Secondly, Men in the fame Senſe that he” 
may be called good, may be ſaid to have a 
good Conſcience; that is, if they have fallen 


into no . Error on moral A con- ; 
e trated. 
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155 5 contracted no vivious Wdavit, andlyes week 
= eviminal Dxook, nor ean Charge \chethſelves = 
with any flagrant Violation uf Duty, er any 

bother Failings than what Mankind ure iuti- 
- _ fent"to, from the general Tafifeity of Meir 
Nature, and have alſo repented f rbem; then 

und Mind, aud a ſound Ffeart, 
and may the ſald, humaunlysſpealeing, ro Dae 


Conſcience wh Venen, Wnd'to- 


1 wurd Mun. 
dat. — Helftpars ®nchufaſt ke 5 
muperftitious Bigot is cou, ẽd of bie Error; 
or when proffigate Sinners turn from theft Ini- 
AJautftics and becbime ſincete Penltents) And their 
. Oonſeience upproves Gf their Reformation; and 
their Mind being eaſed df its Guilt ſpeules ace 
td them; then they _ mee de d te have „ 
. good Conſeience. | | 
Tus, indeed, is the 100 
Donſcience; it n negüc vel good, that is, it is 
not un evil Conſcience; the Mind is not diſ- 
N turbed; irs Calmnefs, Tikewiſe, may ſeetn the 
. Agreen le froth coming after 'a Storm; 
- ot it may be elevated with ſome ſudden 
"Ry Tranſport of Joy, in being lightened of. the 
Burden, -with which it was r 
„ the other Kind of a good Conſcience x 
bath a ſettled Complacency and permanent 

<8 Gladneſs of Heart; which is true /e/f* Enyoy- 

went 90 88 1 and which we 1 


reft Pigheb4f bog 


* * 
7 W 


— 


pieces ” n. 1 


i] 31 


g a both as ths © of ur own Noa 


tion, . 40 and er 1 from. us: - All ar | 4 "I 
ings are Une eln and ptecatidus, ſubjected _- 
to Time and Chance; mA unforeſeen Acci . 


448 192 


"dents" may happen to. break th e beſt concerted 
8 N Ns "can _ attain, tain, to no. more than "A 
ro 


Sabi, rere. ak ven Virtue, fel 5 


7 i "Cannot 1 1 115 x to. us: Hy Temperance. is the 


*natyral N eins ta! Tealth and long Life ;.Righes L 


0 1 Wag es of Induſtry-and Ftugality, that 
bil probably ſecure. them to us; but 

| Wh 5 Lide us. any, abſolute Certainty, 
L in Acquiring or retaining them; many 
1 "may occur to impair, the temperate = 
Maki Health th, a and contract his, Days; and 
: OY If Nay neyer . come, or Wan arrivedl, 
of ons 1255 1 and fly R 

Alt Fans calth and Wealth ors the ſure 
| 5 ; * Though the Race is 


ie be i 9 or. the Battle to. the firang, ö : 5 L 
en pf. Vaderſtanding, r 


Favour to ** of Skill;” yet Peace and 


841 Saftion of. 
Mil: 
"Why tis never-failing Brent; y ad we why | 
147 with much whore Reaſon than Timolkon, tie 
on of Conon did, when he boaſted' of his Sue 
tes i in the Fars,. 40 That here Fortune hath 
no Share.” oh held faſt his Integrity; eveh 
| Siitah iraſelf could not wreſt it from him; 
OT | ew „„ _—_— 


And as Al een 


1 5 88 Ear, if Conſcience j join not in the Choir! 


it this be ſiekly and 
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f ra he had: ſtripped him, of every Thing - | 
beſides; and holding this, he ſecured the Riches 
bel Bis Mind, and eaſily ſupported himſelf un 
=_ "der all his great Calamities.” 5 
wen Conſcience /miles, all Natur 7 habe 
1 ber with it, and ſeems to dance for Yor at 


* good Man is fatiefied from himſelf ;” he Path | 


OY "a inexhauſtible Fund of Contentment, which 
” _ ſweetens' every Condition of Life: tho he 
—  ** appears to have nothing, yet he maketh him- - 
anch, and poſſeſſeth all Things;“ and out 
of che good Treaſure of his Heart he can fur- 
1 nich himſclf with a continua Feaſt, 55 
What are external Honours but eng Ti tles 
5 8 ridiculous Pageantrjes, if there is no 
internal Worth, and we are vile in our o.n 


Sight? Ot, if this World's Goods flow in 


upon us with a full Tide, and we are advanced 
like Hamam above all the Princes of the Earth, 

Fet, it our Conſcience, | like Mordecai, bow 
nor ave," or do Reverence o 125 all thele 
Wo: - "Rey avail: us nought. 


TD hough ten thouſand Tongves may "chant 
they will ſound unharmonious in 


; Wealth, Strength, and Proſperity are ave 
Goods, dependant on the State of the Mind; 
oor, they will, like de- 


licious Dainties to à diftemperet” Perſon,” os” 
=, fend the loathing Stomach, and mock the 
wied Palate. Wel 


* 
2 

F 45 
11 
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"Pie when the Mind. is luſty and Wenge 5 
when it hungers and thirſts after Righteouſ- mn 
e neſs; then it hath a true Reliſh of Things, — 


andi is filled with Good ; a good. Conſcience is 


| the Salt which ſeaſons all other Bleſſings, and 


gives us a true Taſte or Zeſt to them. 


Laſtly, to conclude this Head ; he that hib, ⁵ 
inſtructed himſelf in the Knowledge of his 1 


Duty, and acted according to this Knowledge 


to the utmoſt of his Power, hath done all that 
can be required of him; and, therefore, God 


hath done all that is proper for him; He hath 


made the World for him, and © ſet it in his 


" Heart; his Conſcience is, as a ſolid Rock, 


upon which his Houſe being built, ſtands im- | 
moveable amidſt the F loods of Alſliction, and 1 


the Storms of Adverſity. 


Thus 1 have gone through what I dope ; 


* 


upon this Subject; ſhewn what Conſcience is; 


explained the Nature of it in general, and 
treated at large of the ſeveral Kinds of it; I 1 

will therofore conclude with ſome few practi- 

cal Inferences, that occur to me tow the fore- 


going Heads: 


It hath been eds 5 . as Ca : 


| ſcience is a diſtin& Principle from the Under- 


ſtanding, and implicitly takes what that de- 
. livers to it, and makes it pbligatory upon us, 


we ought to be extremely careful in forming 
our Fudgment, and take all poſſible Pains to 


LAG ES INS - Wi. » \. 4, wy 
; J : . : ; i 


. WD Wt YET 
AED Ih. 13 : „F. a : 


= 1 * I 180 ou v. R 8 TY vn, 
nale it a ſure to.Canſeience 3 fince M 
= 4 | To ; takes of 2 2 bog are 8 70 „ 
RN rendering the To aws of our Min 155 Boy 
_ with the Lau s of God; and making Con crenge 
| = give a Sanct io to Folly,  Falſhood, and. [ba Ru 
We To this Obiroatiba' give me Leave te "* ah 
zJoin, that fince Conſcience, whether, Wel or. i A 1 
| adviſed, continues to act in the ſ⸗ ame 0 © 
WE trying us by the Rule which Reaſon, ha tl 
= tuted, whatever that Pane may, be, F ood — 15 
= is difficult for any one unde 1 ag gy © 
gan erroneous Conſcience ti 1 6, rn Fo. | 
= 2 good Conſcience,” we ough e 
_—_ reviewing and re-examining our ral P 3 18 
== . as. we have n no other Meatis © of 7 icoverin 7 
=_—_ Obliquity of our Rule, and exrricating ag 
WW from that deplorable State of being "under, N 
= Obligation to do eyil, of bein con n/crention 72 
Wicked and Jevourly impioys: ee MN 
=. wiſc, that after Men . have been ſangpi 
their being the direct Road to ee * 
of taking more Pains than is neceff⸗ ary, ul 
co§arry them thither, what a dreadful Diſap) point» 
WE ment it muſt be to find themſelves ifreßf 


1 : 


7 4 an A. 


a "4 4 


* — 5 
. - — 
. 1 A ' 


uably loſt through their own Ignorance 
do have been labouring all their Lie kme 
= only. to get into the' Farbdiſe of Fools. Wm ES: 
Again, Since our 'moſt- gracious e . 
= hath, vouchſafed-to Furniſh- us with the Know" 9 
lte of the common ſocial Duri of Lat and 


discuss un. 560 
e e ee 401: Conſibeons: % N, Il 


Things, let us learn the Jalus ofi chi N 
5 ledge, and infer, the; Neceflity of: its Applications 
1 to Nraſtios and ſince God: hath taken Care 
that we. ſhall;not; act zoitbout (Knowledge, let 
us take Care, that; we de not aft agamft its; 
andi fince;He hath made the Way of our Duty 
ſmooth and eaſy, let use not throw: any, Ob- 


ſtacles or Temptations before us, to dia us 


ont of it, but let us ever embrace it as an 


unexceptianable. Maxim, That Wonka our . 8 


ek le our Intereſt. „ | 

-Letiugs likewiſe, OA Ya 1 chan 
Knawlalize col: that Pari of our. Daty, which 
Gogh: hath: thought it: to provide ug; withuthe} - 


vine and Glory: of: a rational; Creature, too 
learn this Will of his:Creator;/ and ſorve him ĩn "= 
Truth: Bey not: afraid: of: being overwiſe- in 
_ this Reſpect; yon cannot exceed i nor can an- 
. Thing better deſerve; your Time and your 
Pains, than this Wildom, . *% which is more 
precious than Rubies; all the, Things u 
can deſire, are not to be compared with it:; 
it will preſerye you from the / Maze of Enthu- 


fſiaſm and Superſtition, and conduct you ſafely 


into the Way of Righteoulnels, and of true 
Religion and Piety. | 
And laſtly, When Conſcience hath got Wiſdom 


for its rH then CO. it en, 10 Cy 


* * Pr 


ans: of, alone te Confider that it s tber Hr | 


N 
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As | leads thive can” be no Danger of being whe: 
| "= out 'overmuch, if you do - what is right; 
wen you have done all you can, you will 
baue done no more than what you N 
4 5 5 ” Alan may be too xaipali Shut you cannot be 
| F eee Teſtimony of 
your 8 PURI dus in exerciſing 
e e to a ee void of ' Offence, 
when the  Foice of your Mind is the Voice of 
5 God, and you are really as perfect as you 
1 5 appear to yourſelf to be, Other Pleaſures, 
= like Flowers, fade upon the Gathering; 
but the Satisfaction of a good Conſcience 
a t in your Boſom; it will yield a pleaſant 
= 5 Odour in all the Seaſons of Life, and even 
dDdaloſſom in the Grave: It heigthens the Bloom 
of Youth, invigorates Manhood, is the Crown 
5 MF Glory to the hoary Head, and in the laſt 
1 concluding Scene, when you retire from the 

Stage of Life, the well grounded Conſciouſneſs 
d having acted your Part well, will attend you 
; F With its Plaudit, and ſupport you with the Af. 
MM Fe of that grateful Eulogy of our Maſ- 
ter, Well done, thou good and faithful 
11 e e eee ng 5 Lola a 


x ya 
5 x 
1 1 27 
/ 1% 


E was an ancient Tradition 
among the Jews, drawn from. their, 
© Prophecies in the Old Teſtament; . 
that a Meſſiah or Deliverer would "th 
from Heaven to them; and the general 
Opinion, concerning Him, was, that He would 
be a temporal King, and make them not onl 


an indepe 
ing His Don | nion over all f ations of the Earth. 


ent, but eminent people ; extend- a 


= 


* 


5 


ERomans; and juſt at His Birth, the Tribute 
or Loan, levied on the Nation in general, 


waz changed intq a, Eoll T a on eyery, | Indivi- 

dual which. was, lobked/ upon as a gtievous- 

Oppreſſion, as a much larger Sum of Money 

A was by theſe Means extorted, ans. a new 

S8) of People introduced. amor a. 

__ din, or Tax Gatherers, which Bad 9 

= fironger Appearance. of Subjection or Servi- 

= - tude: : They: were, likewiſe, greatly harraſſed 
vy the Tyranny and Rapacity of the Tetrarchs 
which the Romans had ſet over them: But 

1 mere was no Proſpect of Redreſs from any na- 

i tural Reſource ; all their Hope reſted on the 
Bere Meſſiah, whom their leapned Rabbis, 
dy theilt Comments on the Prophecies N 
mash egg to: loch forcabyut; ibis, Time: 
Thus, their Defire greatly quickened theit Ex- 
pectation; and the whole Jewiſh Nation waited 
impatiently for a Delixverer from, the, ; Roman, 

' Yoke: The Populace were ſo fully poſſeſſed of 
this Opinion, that they were ready t riſc, and 
not only 1 Join any Perſon wha, bad VanityÞ.or 
Ambition enough to aſſume the Character, but 
to compel bim to be their Leader, whom they. 
preſumed to be. valified for that Office; * © 
Saviour, by his Bockring and. Example, ſoon 
drew afl Men's Eyes .upon, Him; and they, 
_ daily W that. He would declare, Him- 
ſelf their a e 3, * h LM 
: mily, 
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Ys. and: the, Place, of; Hig. Nativity cotreſ- 
. with their ſacred Predictions, the com- 
mgn immedia dy, concluded that-He | 
” A 7 ee be teſtrain- 


1 ee ming, him their og; for 


„ 5 Feaſon, on, He. was. frequently 1 1 
ch ache ublication.of His Mitacleas to con- 3 
1 _— elk; and wichdrau inta deſart Places; Y 
Fs NE and even His, Apoſtles, were 1 
7 ir AWA 7 by this popular Errour, notwith- IF 
wan ker took} great, Pains to. undeceive 1 

5 y expreſsly aſſuring them, that His E 


eie es not of this. World; and fore- 
g. the particular ne. of His 
5 ial, Su . 8 
= 10 5 his os ah provaling Opinion, 
it een; 1to.,cnquire how i it, came: to paſs, ” 
t het our avigur exp! Ted; Himſeif. in ſuch 
an apparen y unguarded Manner. as to coun- 
tenagce this Opinion, by the Expr » Think 
not that I am co gta fond Peace on. aneh 5 ? 
cape. 10 f ta 200 d. Pea ge: Cut 4 Sword : For what 
Purpoſę 9——— s in. ſanguine Hopes of a 
— — Ne jab, think, He ſhould ſend. a 
| Sword? Mu {it it not iqmegiately,occur, that iti 
| would 'be to delve r them from their Bondage, 
an to 2 His een, Or, might not His 
DHS wi en they found themſclyes miſtaken 
1 Point, infer. that He.deligned to ptopa- / 
, | le We by th Sword, a * 


5 ** 


as % 


-Objedtion; I pur poſe i in the N Pins 
1 to prove that our Saviour gave the 


Saxe the ſtrongeſt Teſtimony, both from His 
Doctrine and Example, that His Commiſſion | 
. was, to eſtabliſh Peace on Earth. 


His Coming would be in the moſt pacifick and 
friendly Manner; He is ſtiled by Jab, the 
Prince of Peace; the Sun of 
(he faich) ſhall riſe with Healing on His 
Wings: And it is very remarkable, that 
_ thts Prophet and Micah make uſe of the fame - 4 
Words in the Deſcription of the Age of the 
Meſſiah, They ſhall beat their Swords into 
1 Ploagh-Shares and era as into 84 


3 ly 


6: Teſtimony, both from His Doc- 
trine and Example, that His Commiſhon 


N 


s, 0 eſtabliſh Peace on Earth; | 


e. To explain in what Senſe theſe i 
Words are to be unde 


And laſtly, To: malie doch Oban 
: nces as naturally ariſe from the. 
e enden of theſe Topicks. 

- Fir, then, I ſhall prove that our — 


2ets, with one Voice, ale we 
Meſffiah to be the Meſſenger of Peace, and that 


ighteou nes 


8 8 Hocks, 


tood, and to con- 
Wee and 1 1 en . 0 
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'* againſt Nation, neither ſhall they, learn War * 5 


any more; it will be unneceſſary; to repeat 


NR 


230 3 f of. it, Love, C 


What the other Prophets have delivered con- 
cerning Him I ſhall, therefore, oniy men-. 
tion what Zacharias ſaid of Him, and of His | 

Forerunner, i in his divine Exſtacꝝ. Juſt. befare | 
the Birth of Chriſt, that He comes to give 

Light to them that ſit in Darkneſs and in the 
5 2 Shadow of Death, and 0 guide ou! 1 

"000 inte the Way of Peace. 961-118; £1! 


Theſe Predictions were fully: accompliſhed | ? 


w His Doctrine * Example 


5 firſt, by His Doctrine He. bath hom 

a perfe& Syſtem. of Benevolence, the three 
Forgioeneſs, have been in a particular Man- ; 
ner patronized by Him; He ſeemed to claim 
them, as His own peculiar Virtues,” and made 


them the eſſential Parts of His Religion, 1 q 


and the diſtinguiſhing. Ch 8 
Christian: A new Commandment 1 give | 


« unto. you, that ye love one another? 


the. Commandment was not abſolutely new, 


in itſelf, but He renewed it to the World, 


both 1 in Degree and Extent; He reftored ſome 5 4 


Parts of this Duty, which had been entirely 
loſt, . and raiſed a more lively and extenſive 
hs 25 of Rhers4. than * . of Man- 
Ne Wann 


Feet 
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| his Perſoh, Ur Hh 34 
the n fear Kindneſs And N 1 10 for. 


_ conſider his Itftereſt , thy" own, "and look 
upon Hlm as anöther Saf,” or 4s 4 Robes 


_cofifequenrly:y6u'otghttb'c 


Aan be 161 the 
Saviour Huth ta 


t "hs 058 


* lat , thou Mat, 


11 WII; För Yo — 4 
do him all the Good Adu 


8 80 


of the ſume Body; White mene n nie- 
idiate+Syrputhy"a>d ConRnt” 6f "Parts"; AE 


2! 


. 


volencr, und ſoppoſe it to boa. | es r ys wo 
Saif Lovett 153997 e be 
Sache dr N Hoe; hc 


F 


ght us that the Buty ef Bene- 
-x9terice is univerſal; chat dur Lobe "(buſd 
tend to afloour Felle Erchtufes, aid Ha 
given forthe Directioff of it, Hee Rule 
doing to ail. Men as we woüld be dont Uto: 


5 Had the Jew or the "Gentile been àfked, WI 


Perſon was, whom he ought to 1ove' as 
hitaſetf;hisAnfiver would have bees, his Wife 
his Child, or his Boſm Fricndz anũ it 


ee 
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\ that 0% ve thy 


gels 1 That ar 125 0 
50 ” ofa; or unt Forttier Revelation, pada eager y 
1 EO to tle" Sou Jovi one WiOPhEr, the 
4 pes Nelgnbour s'thy | 
not only, abſtain fond ener) Wer df . - 
N 85 Violence, Infultice, 8 95 2 i t again ] i 
bim; wen Male, fit oy ,” bea A bo ; 
a 46% "His "Fr roperty, 5 


AY 


ür Bene- 


iS 0 S K. 230 "=" 


Mar deemed u lupertaive Deginovt ion. 
-Hetofity, 46 have admitted den thoſe” te un Eo 


"Ea Shake of his Affections with 5. 


Or, hach he been aſked Who Was lets . 


Fei Be n probably " hive mid Ms I 
_ *Abquidtitaiice er I "hear -Dntiabitint,” Utd 


Tſeafce "have Tnelulled His Felle "Coudtty- 


| "ibn, or Fellow Cesc deer Mit Chet, 1 


{his neighbohrh Offices, Hf Wife, Were fu 
_  "Silfined to the" dehnen Aer of Jultise; bd My, 


our (Savibar defined this Relation to us, and 


{hve as What dür Behaviour 6vght t6 be 


| to a Fellow Cteatiite in Every Circtitnſtalies, 
"aid particifatly' inthe Tine of Diſtreſs; by the 
Parable of "the Peribn, Who falling ative 


Thieves, was robbed, wounded, and. left half 
Uead; this. Feller Was defied as 5 0 elltire 
Stranger in tlie duntty, and not other wie 
Aſtinguimteg, han as 'a Human Being; by 


Chance a Samaritan came that Ways who 
Keing him Tie in that miſcrable Condition, 


Was moved. with > nd towards him; 5 


at; the ſame 8 or Wisch, but GA afe 
he acted as a Neighbour, | or as all Men owght 


to do unto one another, or as every one would 


5 defire to be done a in the fame — 
an 
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Word Enemy, by which the latter Part 
this Sentence might be juſtißed; but in What 


. we are e commanded rofollow his Smale, - 
pe" to conſider all Mankind as our Neighbours. 
And laſtly, As Chriſt hath taught us with 
what Tenderneſs we ſhould treat our Neigh- 
bour : the Time of Diſtreſs, ſo He hath 
ſhewn us what Forbearance and F orgiveneſs is 
due to Him when He mage at Variance with 
us; and his Commandment of „ loviog. one 
another, is in no Reſpect more new, than; i in 
this particular Branch 1 01 univerſal. Beneyvo- 
lence, for there is no, Duty ſo little prac- 


ed or ſo little underſtood; gor, is there 
an Knowledge 25 moral . Improvement, for 
| which we are 


-much indebted leo Di- 


_ vine Revelation, as that of Pat 


at 
N 


50 -- JE had been an . 8 15 among 
"the Jews, Thou ſhalt love thy Friends and 


* hate thy Enemies; and it would perplex 


an able Caſuiſt to fix a Meaning upon 


A deteſtable Light muſt it appear, if it be 
true, (as it was Beneralſy ſuppoſed,) that the 


I ews, looked upon the whole human Race, 
but the Deſcendants of Abrabon, through 


Jaac and Jacob, as their Enemies; or as Ob- 
jects of their Contempt and Hatred. Other 
805 likewiſe, conſidered bin as their Enemy 
"bv. bore them 22 I- win, or r did them an In- 
„ Jury; 
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— nn and trample axed a one when 
he Was in their Power, Was eſteemed an ger: 
roick Ac among many  barbarous Nations: __ 4 = 
1 and Retaliation of Injuries were al. 
| lowed. and approved. of, among the moſt == 
_ civilized People: One of the greateſt Men“ _ 
Rome ever bred; ordered it to be infcribed on M8 

is Tomb, as the Memorial of the greateſt Ho- 1 
nour, that no Man went beyond him in 
"doing: Good” to Bie Tenth: and n 7 
1 Enemies.” | <2. FFC „ = 


WY 
3 
11 
* "Wh, 
ov 
2 
£8 
F.1> 
- . 1 
* ws 
1 
of; FA 
+. 
. K, 


45 
4 4 36 
2 But our Saviour hath e | 3 
are, „ Love your Ehe- 1 
e mies: bleſß — that curſe you; do god to 1 
tbem that hate you, and pray for them who. 0 
om ads di aig! SERA e eee RR 


* : 5 5 % 5 be | 


dig T HAY A N 15 3 A Te. ; iS | E 43 "IK 7 2 | 2 ; 4 | 


144 


WE tine f Toe f = iples, mo! Peter 

_ P that His Pati ende was. to be ten mp0 
| Fs wanting to. be informed' how 7 

i 1 0 continue, inquired of « our 1 5 ſay 925 

mio often, ſhall J forgive my Brother 
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would hot regard: Him, He. did not follow | 
tem, with an ious or angry Invective; 
but a8 a Friend lamented: oP to 


their own Intereſtt :e 1 get 


1 In like Manner, en Wee en- 
gaged under His Banners ſo they had fres 
Liberty to leave His Standard, whenever they 
Pleaſed; as He forced none into His Service, 
ſo he compelled none to continue in it: And 
when many of His Diſeiples were offended at 
His Preaching, and walked no more with 
Him, He made only this Remark; that he 
hq ſettethi his Hand to the Plough and 
4 oketh! back,“ is not fit to he a Miniſter to 


1 Tlenes it is manifeſt, that Chriſt gare the 


8 Afſurance, both from His: Dodtrin 
and Example, that-the Commiſſion He came 


1 proceed, therefore, cds ie Senſe | 
the” Vords of my Text are to be 1 
and to Fern 8 Suriour's 
Meaning in them. £ 
Chriſt, 5 che Chapter, whence my Text i is 
taken, is gi: Comn 
His A Pate of et ſuch as the 
Preaching of the Goſpel to the Joſt: Sheep of 
the Houſe of Iſcuel, the Gift of Elocution, the 
r of working Miracles, their. Inatten- 
Aag tion 


the Chriſtian Religion. EE Pop, {8:51 55 FI ? . | 


OR, ihr ade ee. EE RE e oe, TILA SEN ESE e e 
">. | Ys "2 1 1 We % J PU 8 5 PE 4 Ii 9 
* T % F E 4 Cf md F BY 7 8 
- Fe 1 4 1 * p = 5 5 
1 7 o * 5 — * * » * — 


P 
f * 
þ 
bo 
hl - 
F 55 
5 s 
; l | 
+2 Js 
[+ pl 2 
1 | 
f 
= 
. 
- 
1 
— 5 
: | G | * and | pacifck Tp. not 2 an offent. 
d : 
75 * 4 - 
e 8 7 8 
Ee 
* * 
1 - 
5. 
3 
* 
8 EF. 
— Wo 
. 2 
4 , 0 
1 
* 
4 
7 = 
TAS Y 
1 : 
«i E * 
1 GS 
1 * 
1 a 
' 12 
7 oy 
; 8 5 
8 « 
4 
r ; ! 
Jv; s 
* * 
F FY 
4 
1 * 
P * 
BB K Keg 
* 1 LS ; : 
1 4 F +. : 2 F ; $ f 
7 a2 8 » 5 ; | %; 4 N 
£ 4 4 4 * 26 
4 7 ; 
r 1 - * % 
"3X ** 
Wi 7 T 
5 4 
— 
b _ »&, 
4. , w * 
N 1 2 
12 Ti 
21 9 
' 48 : 
Fa = 
= . : 2 
g 8 ; * 
£ \ 
* : * 
- * 1 4 
* 1 
* 85 2 
5 ; 3 | ate 1 2 
; 4 A 8 7 * ; * » 
8 
E 7 > 
a k f : 
y _— E % : 
* 1 * 
* Ars . * 1 
WES 2 . 4 
<Q "#4 * 1 : 
þ ky ME. : 
+ : $ 
* 2 _ 4 * % | » * 2 
\ 1 75 I 


%>] > 8 
5 F P « » o 
4 * 9 : ? 
_ D I * — i 
3 4 


or ARES r d Po , . 
, ER Rs EO ES y TT HT: nt a. 
"1 A : $ * * * + Nl 


"DISCOURSE: Ix, ors MM 
« FRY the Children will riſe ap geld their BY 
„ Parents, bg gp rr hn to:Deathi 


a think not, therefore, that I am to ſend Peau 
© on Earth: The whole Tenor and Drift of 


our Saviour s Diſcovrle,. is, an Explication of... = 


. 


„Dee ink eee 
an. offended. Deity to ſinful Creatures 3 though 


on Purpoſe from Heaven: Yet the Goodneſs df 
theſe Overtures, or the Compaſſion of Him 
who vouchſafes to make them, will not pre- 
vent them from being indignantly ſpurned at 
nor can the Dignity of the Meſſenger charged 
with them, His affectionate Love for Mankind; 
or His infinite Condeſcenſion in ſhewing it, 
ſecure Him or His Servants fam dane angle}: 
Dane Indignities,” and. derſecute 
What Sande could, adh did e . 


2 ſtrange Effecte, is a Sudject worthy. , 


neracy that human Nature is capable of falling 
into; and as the exemplifying this Degeneracy 
by real Facts, will abundantly illuſtrate this 
Expreſſion of our Saviour, and reconcile it with 
the Character of the Os by: * Peace, and. the 
e of the World. 
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hey are tendered;in the moſt obliging Manner, Þ 
and by a Perſon: of the higheſt Character ſent — 
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 Higious * mg we Ri des 
ed by Education; and confirmed by Tra — 
tion, is of all others the moſt obſtinate. = 
A ſecond Cauſe was Pride: Seeſt We a 
% Man wiſe in his on Condeit, there is more 
1 of a Fool than of him *; he that 
- hath" no Depth of Underſtanding inay be ſen- 
-fble'6f his] pnorance and willing to learn; and 
chere are few ſo ſhallow, as not to be capa- 
ble of ſome Inſtruction; but it is impoſſible "to 
convey any Knowledge into them who over- 
flow with their own Sufficiency; their Vanity 
ſupplieth all Defects, "uri they ars wier e 
, ſeven Men who can render a Reaſon: There 
is nothing ſo wilfül as a proud Perſon; he will 
hug his Opinion, however monſtrous it may be, 
— it is as* dangerous to rob a Bear of her 
 Whelps,” as to offer at taking away from him 
his” Conceit ef himſelf; Proud Baughty 
< Scorher is his ne Noa carmel i 9 
. Wrath: „ e | 
vil The Piffion' of Pride i is general 
F accompanied with Ambition; 5 natu- 
rally lead in each other; and he that is too 
1 Fel to ſtoop to any one, is ambitious of ih = 
"og al 1 World ſubm: t to him : Po 1 
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— — . ori e a much 
conſider. what. it is, or how they came; by it, 
as how they, may preſerve; or enlarge it: 
And, as as Religion, is in moſt Countries. inter- 
woven. with the State, and the ;ecclefiaftical and 
tivi Polity are intimately. comneed;; every In- 
noval ion in the ane will he deemed en 
Sedition. in the arber; and the Ma 
his own Sake, , e ufer any Change 
Religion; bence, the > grolleſt Abſurdizies. of 
Enthuſiaſm or 8 on, when: once eſta- 
e e eee eee 
and have, - like the Tree of Life, "oppor 
Sword . ever Way. to defend in. 
be laſt. Cauſe, af the .. Perverſeneſd how 
Oppolition of Mankind. to the ruth, 1 
apparent Intereſt, the ſtrongeſt 1 Principle 
in human Nature: which, biaſes the Will, 
wo corrupts the Judgment ; inverts the Ap- 
rance of Things, and turns Good into 
Evil, and Evil into Good; there is nothing 
can withſtand. its Power; the Tiesof Duty 
and Conſcience are as eaſily broken by it, 
as Threads of Tow when Mis #+1 by the Fire; 
there is no reaſoning with Men againſt their 
Intereſt; they will not be talked out of their 
Ff... Cy e 
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Livelihood; what maintains them, however 
- abſurd, they will maintain in its Turn 
Whatever Credentials then, the Reformerrs 

of Mankind may bring of their Mifion. 
or whatever Proofs they may give of a Divine 
Revelation, t, if Men be poſſeſſed with an 

Opinion of ts being prejudicial to them, they 
e it, and look upon 
ſuch Reformers as their greateſt NOS bed un- 
dermining their Intereſt, and working their 
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their thoughts from an 
= FEarthly to an Heavenly Canaan; they foon 
| 4 $7 perecived, i. at if he ſucceeded, all their tower 
= inp proſpects would vaniſh, the Whole } 
_ = Oeconomy be ' brokem and their Sanhe- 
wdrim diſſolved: The Apprehenfions of this 
_ | Revolution” awaken 
_— Prejudice and _ 
2 able m_ of Rancour 


= cory art 3 ˖0 deſtroy Him] and then 


1 A _ macked their” Inventions: for Means to execute 
we Defigh';/for chis End they exdeavoured 
= wWenſare Hint in His Tale and draw! Him 
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SH Bee drive ation "for, | 
The, the Shviour of the World fell a' 9 
hk & dle File Abd Frejuckee of the Jews: 
Thus "fall St. BYepber"ahd St. Famer,” with 
many others who faffered Martyrdom" inthe 
firſt Perſecutivii that "raged immediately after 
His Death, up6n "His Diſiples' in Jeruſalem, 
and ut che Country ſubject t6 wg ere 


* 
* 


of che Higlr Prieſt and Elders, who iſſued out : 
their Warrants for appretiending' and Koning: all 
who were found in ist Way? ?: 1 


When the In © 
Der x chey were ordered to preach! 
ents won fort that the” like" Prin 


e inde in not 8 
. then tte Roles ef We in For 


IEE 


When St. Paul,” by his Miracles and OY "8 


„ 


ing, W Converts'at* the City *of 
| us, a" Silverſmith, was 


Epheſus,” one 

5 diſturbed" at it, and convened his-Bre- - 
of like Occupation, who made "Shrines 
for Diana, which bebe thern no fmall Gain; I 

and addreffed them in this Manner; “ Ie e, 

« that not only at Epheſus, but Almoſt through- 

* out all Alia, this Paul e and 
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| of this Natit,» bar! plc 5 are N 
common to Perſons of all Religions; and ſimi- 


it will be unneceſſary to ſhew that the firſt 
hriſtian Preachers met with like O 
in other Cities, as they did at Epheſus. ol 
But theſ& were not the moſt dreadful 3 
mies they had to encounter; there were others 
who had more Power in their Hands, and Ma- 


preſau in the Pagan Temples, and | delivered 
out their Oracles, together with the Augurt, 
_ Deviners,  Soothbſayers, and all who had been 

initiated in their ſacred | Myſteries, or de- 
voted to their religious Service: The civil 
Power, in many Countries, was either in whole 
or in part veſted in them ; and the Zeal which 


liſtinguiſned from one another by their 
Mode of Worship, as much as from the 
Chriſtians, yet they all united as one Man, to 
repel their common ee and being armed 
wich the Sword of the Magiſtrate, gave no 
85 ter to the new Sect of the Nazarenes: 


7 primitive a of the Church, who: 


lar Cauſes cannot but produce fimilar Efes 


77 Education and — enkindled. was in- 
a Multitade .of Gods, Jes, in Ade Places | 


| Moſt of the Apoſtles, many of their Succeſſors, 
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| this Work hach been of Man; it hug Coche 600 | 
7 b noughi 30 but us it could not be deſtto ed it | 
toction and Neſfing therefore; of 'Divine PUT“ 
vidence, it triumphed over the Sons f View | 
leute; the Pagan Teinples wore deſerted ; 
their Oracles ceaſet ? Muhrirudes flocked into 
d Chriſtfis Fold, and Emperors” ben 
its'in Nett. ii), 
As the Sword which had been a long Tine 
drawn: was nom ſheathed, we - micht Hatte: 
ourſetves that here was a "Termination i! 
our Saviour's Prediction; and that He nn 
be-now no more the Object, than He had been 
_thi-efficiem Cauſe of Violence and Perſecu- 
tion; who would -not! fuppoſs but Chri- 


riabiry” would preſerve. "ſelf by the: ſume mid 
Mans, 


and Wiel it Hach 
made its Way in! the Word? Thae it would ; 

| ſpreadiits:Olive-Branch over all the Earth ;:tha# 9 
de Reign of 'univerſal Betievdſenct was com- _ = 
meheing; that the Kingdoen of the Prince 'of ;, A 

| 

| 

| 


Peaet was eſtdbliſhed;” and that all Men would 
nowdiſtinguith therkſelves by their een 


| Patience, whd PorgivendGs,” ds his Subjects?” 


But alas! This prophetick Declaration'of 's W 


8 aber us net y. accomplithed'; Hay, ' fo 
- fr Rom it, that Waist bad! nel, was 
oy Prelude" t hüt w e n 
, ba _ Chiiſt 
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forward, it 
_ His 1 an oſfenſive | 


—_ jeversz; and, as eminent Poſts 
=_ Church were in imminent. Danger, none but 
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er, - that: oguint Aliens or lov | 
1 ference of gentiment neceſfatil 
ſprang; from u Gallible Jadgment in all Am af 
the Church but in the primitive Times, it | 
ſeldom made any Breach in Mens Aﬀettions: 
Sales conſidered themſelves 'as Fellows 


' Rovioreabdhetourbeforad m and Love and 
Friendſhip enjoined them; ———— 
tation to diſagree: by the Ways: and when any 


0 W Spirit of Meeleneſ: Theis 
common; Dangers and Difficulties confirmed 

the: Band of Union; which their B had 
formed : But when Chriſtianity began to have 

the fair ig Promiſe: of this World, 
well as of the next, then Men began to malt 

a Trade of Religion, and turn OGodlineſo into 
Gain; then the Luſt of Rule began to to:ſhew 
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| blackaſt Comes: and ito which (ao Punk- 


valence ;: and whoſe 
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u; ius, — — as ada 85 to fear 


iring 
and! wikeſlod every Part ef legere A. 
hemd! But as fits Bräginal Inſtitates 


Kingdomþ they were ia grbat Meaſure faps 
prefied' und dupplanted > by »eraditionary” Doc. 
tines;>betten:oaloulated:toifervs: the ew 
or R 17 5 
formers were branded as Frog conn 
xhe Ties of 'the 


ineht:could be adtquate:/They were interdicted, 
execramunicatee,; delivered: over to merci 
Tortrieowors-ith this World n eee 
Darknek in the me t. 40 91 6 28 115 8 
© Hehoc,! 5: Ohaitiartity: was ſubected to 155 
„Fe of that Species of Vipers; which: have 
<;their Bomeis tim nut b thaſe that ſpring 
4 from tems 'apd the Religion which breathed 


encez 1 Syſtem of Beks« 
principal End was to eſta- 
By. Peace and * * Mankind, 
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more furious, than ſoperſtitious ane \ 

Bigots; religious Wars were maſt 
and holy Leagues gave Sandtion 40 horrid\Mall 
ſacres': Croiſades were undertaken, for the for- 


cible Recovery of the Holy Land ; 'and an Order 


at 


of Knights-errant was inſtituted, as the fworts | 
Enemies do Peace, to vow perpetual War with 
Unbelievers ; and laſtly, the pious Fathers of 
— QR Ine 


ae Opinion, by deliving wo. the Fins - „ 
| de be Seeber 
Chriſtianity, from the Behaviour of choſt? 
whoſe Zeal;--infizal of NR er ni 
— hit "ale de an 1 
the Spirit of Perſecution was the Spirit 
this Religion; that its Injunctions je 
1 Daros Laws, were written witk BW0,ljꝗlj 
„ end dot wick Ink 3. chat Waleveleneef,jj e 
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e and His Apoſtles, would meet wih, 
i ſeems e Br the Author: of. 


wandin en beser b, de, 
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it might be vced from che Holy 
butlone or twocwill. 


eit 1 had net gone among chend ie 
«Works which no Man ever did, the 
tehot had Sin: Had He nt lain;.. before 


ther the Means of Convidtion, they could not 
have been guilty: of rejecting 10 
extraordinary Works: were theſs.jult, Means, 
they were a remote Cauſe of their Sin 3 but the 
real. and api re Poon vom then ivincible 
| nate Vill, or, 
| <a modhowd: any Opportunity of 
ſewing wal in Aſk. cons have denden 
re - among: ai but When n 
gave ſuch full Proof of His Divine Com- 
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beget a criminal Knowledge of it; 
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Paflions; ar dhe Parents bf Luſts | Had there 
been ne Food, ne Appetites, or no Rules for 
here had been” ho In- 
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moderating chem, 
temperamce: Vet not 


mele Reffrainns bar de witful Abuſe mad 
pt of wem, conſtitute the Sin ef 
1 ne. 3 'y 08 W * n 2 SHS 
ln te Manner,” C hut . ens vet s d 
* Peart on Burt,” wf had He got ene, 
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ners esd pot have Beek 4 Send daun 


and 


mail Him; che 1 
ere Mankind were 4 2 


Neſortnution could hase been 
out giving Offence, er firing dp len Oppoſition 
to it; —ů— tis Offende; 
and to expo Himſclf and Hie Diſeiples to the 
Malevolence ef thoſe, whomPrejudice; "Pride, 
Ambition; and Avarice might incenſe ageinſt 
them; but neither His Advert nor their Miffion, 
' bit the ity'of Mankind, was the true and 
effet Caen of all >the Diforders chat at- 
tended the of the Chriſtign RE 

: Had Men's Hearts been cleared from 
Doxions Weeds, and prepared to receive the 


1 the Seeds of Peace had not fallen upon 
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_ Miſes; r would Have received Wl 
their Friends, and Wotified God for His 2 
htive Goodnefs te kbem: Then Chiiftians, in- 
ſtead of falling upon one another: Had been 
Peak as Lanibs, and made one Feld nds 
ene Shepherd; and it would have appeared id 
m ib World, thit Chrift' cane to [end Hay 
and no a Sword upon Earth. Ht: HIGI ane og 
Thus Have, 1 endeavoured? to explain, cons | 
ſav, and exemplify” our Sao Meaning 5 
„ in che Taſt Place, "to 
1 Ale neh Obſervations and laferences 46 na- 
ami eee Rost che Explicition and Dif 
cuſſiom of this Subject. 5 "ag... ein [10 42 21/0475! 
200 the: 2 rentarkable Thing det 
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ah to boaſt! of © bur Baperiourity t 
fille * x [But bow doth' Os appear? 
From gur A? Do we behave Bike ra- 
. Are we not Slaves to Paſſion ? 
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he Son of God 7 from Heaven to, rer! 
= ſtore Mankind to.the Knowledge and Praftice 
= * of: theic-Duty.;, to.ceconcile them + ahs-po i 
Fas 825 9 He brought with Him all the 
3 . ahl de en Mitten; 9 4 
b hecies i 27 che Meſſah were accom- 
plwiched in, Him; acles were incon- 


| ; . li ; Ip : ute * roofs 2 ſopernatural, de. and 
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= tranſcendent Goodneſs 
3 — 5 of human ira Mi gh, — un 
c triog Wisdom to.,communicate; and. Nis 
= gracious, Terms of 1 
=_—_ ſerious Attention, and willing Acceptance 3 
. Raj 7h (theſe. fair Appeals to 
2. el I in ah eee 
_ ton ee, His Overtures were Tee. 
iected with, Warn ; Figs Servants abuſed, 
ꝑ— infoietngnd. puta. 
© 1gnominious,; Torture: How ſhall | We: 8c: 
WE count for this, Conduct Ju There s no 
= thing wanting. an bis Part; the Kilt muſt 
. r She Pars. of Making, 
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— 7 Hells huhianary 
_ | the' Power of Truth cduld make ue Tinprefs 


non upon them; they” would 'h6t be Gn "3 .* 


_ vinced; they were fettered by their Paſſions, 
and enamoured with Slavery they h 4 
their Challe; 5 _ fled in the Face of | Kar 
BE Where, Pom was our boaſted Reaforr — 
Liberty? What Pretenſions can we have to 
the Title of free Agents, if * e cannot 
« do the Good j we would, and muſt do the 


% Evil we would not? Or, how incon- 


ſiſtent was it with the Character of intelligent 
Beinge, to have been ſo full of Prepoſſeſſion 
and Prejudice, that 'Almigbty PoW²er, with 
conſummate Wiſdom; could not convey the 
plaineſt Truths into dur Minde, without 
e, ee infinite Reluctance to re- 
ceive them: Let us learn, therefore, to 
be Weck 180 louly in our on Opinion; 
and, we are Men, let us ſhety durſelves 
ſack, in our Readineſs to embrace the Truth y 
and, if Chriſtians, let us practiſe what 
we; profeſs, and ( ſtand faſt in the Freedom 
70 wien Wi at Son n =_ Nur 
5 us free.“ WEAVE SAGE 10 W "Io 
the preceding Difeourſe, is, ** the Chriſtiah 
a is lanai e nor ſup- 
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5 of. Himfelf, . chat He came not 1 fend 


Peace, yet He did not ſend His 
r Minifters,/ to wage War with Mankind y 
He. aſſures us, that “ His Ringdo 


mis 


e dot of this World.“ and aherefore “ Has 
e Sexvayits[ are: not 80, 00 
FT come, id fad a Sword upon Burth, not 


tea , 


to. pat, it, inte your Hands, but 60 ſuffar 
in be taken ap agrintt ver am yoiinaſd 
be patient under it: yow are not ta petſe- 
cute, but to be perſeamed l Vour Adverſa- 
nes wilh de armed, but you are to bear na 
Weapons, act enen in your on Defence't 


You; W ere. dat not: reſiſt them; but 


rather turn vo Cheat 60 the mitten? 
Though von wreſtle © with Princi 


and Powers, and the Rulers of the Darkneſs 
- of this World, yet ybur Contention and your 


Arms muſt; be of a ſpititual Nature: Vou 


muſt ſubdus theſe Rnem by the Power. 
of! Truth, extinguiſh» thrir Enmieye by Fer- 


ſererance, and overcome their Injuries by 
eee es End, n ev put 
on d the Hare. af. Salustum, and the 


855 © Breaf-plate of Righteouſneſs,” „aud be 


girded with % the Sword of the e Wie: 
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verts his Religion from the ace 
-  inocent Means, into the neceſſary 
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The Weeds of TR . 1 Ra 


7 > TSCOURSE? IE. „ 
1 Hand of the Defend. | 


e of the Paithy:buriMeeknefs'and Charicy 
into their Heart; that the Spirit of hid REE 
ws is a "wall 


Spirit of Love; and that u Diſ- + 
of Sentiment ſhould not be i 
fered'ro' naſe any Diſcord in our Affection. 


Whoever; therefore}: forces ' Men inte the 


Church, or detains them by Violence, per 
; and 
"and © Erl> 
minal Cauſe of eivil and domeſtic Strife.” 5 
Another Obſervation to be made, is;' 5 | 
the Abuſe of che ere Things Os the 


of 3 Deny, or 


As the e 


| Mer juſt" Notions of His Perfections, is 


the bigheſt Attainment of human Wiſdom 
and the Baſis of wh true Piety ; ſo Ignorance, 
or a falſe C on of His Divine Attri- 


| ion; hath been the Cauſe of groſs Corrup- 


tions: From this: Source, ' Superſtition and 


Enthuſiaſm. ſprang; the moſt dire Plagues 


that ever infeſted Mankind; and which have 
been productive of greater nan than ER 
nr t {61049 ann Nt 
As the Chriſtian: Inſtitution; is wes hig 
aner wen of: Mankind, or: the Exiligtinl 5 
of the Human to the Divine Nature; ſo the 
Perverſiom of it is our vile Degradation: 


7 and Reprobates, ORCS 914] 
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Ambition never ran more foul and 3 
| thaw: when: they gtew in e-ifaruile: Soil of 
5 Chriſtianity. $86) 2 #15 17 „ Men n 

There is nothing ſo ee. or; blinds ar 


 Lapecitt "Zeal ;| Faith may remove Moun- 
tains, but Omnipotence itſelf cannot ſhake 


the Prejudice of the religious Bigot, whoſe 
eee is Oe with More: than, "ny 
An lerate 1 N 5 Self in 


ee f 


ing frail Mortals; but 


 fhiritual obo is intolerable. the firſt argues 


© Folly, the latter Inſanity of Mind: “ Stand 


by thyfelf, come not near me, for I am 


4 holier than thou,” hath: ever been the Lan- 


7 2uage of this faſtidious Spirit, which claims 


the higheſt Place in the Favour, of the 


Mat phones, hog en Ka His. Bled, . 


Hypocriſy never appears more ! 
than when it aſſumes a religious Maſk: - 


| Win Form is moſt debaſed, by pe 


Satan * 


Subſtance: 


never bag diabolical, than when he 
Moran rn ry of e e ben! 16 ee. 


bissobks * . 4 


: ; 50 open profeſſed Libertine; as One Fay. TR Ty 


boaſt of a Virtue Which the other bath not, wh 


As the perverting the RNellgian of Charity | - 
and Generofity into à Plan for 'thonio polizing 

Wealth, hath been a vile Abuſe of it, 
ſo it hath been attended with fatal Evils 


Avarice in Temporals is the Parent of Fraud, g . 


5 1njuſtice, and Oppreffion towards Men ; but 
in Spirituals it begets Impiety, ” Blaſpheny, — 
and Rebellion againſt the Moſt *High : Ad. 
if he who offered to purchaſe the "Tifts of. _ 


the Holy Ghöſt wich Money, Was ' pro 


5 nounced 1 be * in the Gall of Bitterneſs, 9 


6. and the Bond of Ini quity,”. he who. of= 7585 


fers to (ell them muſt be in the ſame, or a 


worſe State:? What Prong can leſs de- if 


_ ave Compaſſion, ' ot Forgiveneks, than the 7 


making a Gain of Godlineſs, and tradi ing 


with Religion and Conſcience ? Or what 


can bring Chriftianiry © into greater. Con- 


_ tempt; than the ſordid Practice of its Em 
_ feffors, in proſtituting Heaven for Money, 
: trucking” with Indulgences and e E 
7 1 Diſcipline in this Life, and purging e 
Puniſhment in the e for Hlthy, Lo 
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But, Religious Ambition i is t all ae the 


1 el aſpiring ; which exalts itſelf above 


«all that 16 called God, -or that is wor- 5 
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of it: A falſe Judgment may he paſſed ups 
con ue, either through Ignorance or Deſign: 
Some are blind to Merit, others are offended at 
it: The moſt worthy are the natural Sub- 
jects for the Enyy and Malice of Detrac- 
tors: Let us, then, conßider, that however 
well we may deſerve. f Mankind, Ps may 
be treated as meſt undeſerving; and that 
Viee is a Frengy of the Mind, which renders, 
the Patient infafible of his Diſorder, ayerſe 
to bis Meditinee, ___ e n hs 
Fhyfitianss.. 

And, therefore, 1 . in 5 laſt Planes, 
that we ought-16 petſevere in the Profeſſion of 
our Faith, and the Diſcharge of our Duty, 

whoniſoever. we, may offend, ot whatever we: 
may ſuffer : Great 'Concethons , are to be. 
made for Peace - Sake, and eſpecially by _ 
who are of the: Houſehold, of Peace: T Aney 
ought to bear with the Prejudice abd Per- 
voerſeneſt of Mankind; and forgive | Injaries' 
to their Perſon, theit Property, 5 Repu 
tation; but they muſt dot violate the leaſt / | 
Mind, or, bring = Sword there, to keep Peace 
with! Mankind, or to ward off the Sword 
ol theit Perfecutors : N r flatter - 
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| | another/i in His ider though it may be ales 
for Amity; nor deſiſt from good Offices, 
though it may be miſtaten for Enmity* Though 
our Saviour was the Prince of Peace, yet He 
ſought to eſtabliſh his Kingdom on the Foun-- 
dation of Verity, Juſtice, and Honour, done: . 
IF Integrity of Heart, Simplicity of Manners, 
and an unwearied Perſeverance in doing Good, 
and reclaiming Mankind, gave Offence, He 
would not, nay, He could not help giving it: 
He was obligéd to execute his Commiffion: 
If pleaſing God was diſpleaſing Men, then He 
came not 8 ek their Os. 7 to: 1 - 


. Th 


py us, * * the Example of 4 


=. - . Lit and "Maſter : If Goodneſs," Virtue, and 


Merit, excite' the Envy, Rage, and Malice of 
others, let us not be lefs good, leſs virtuous, 


or leſs deſerving; that others may be leſs en- 


vious, leſs paſſionate, or leſs malicious: But 
if ſuch Things, inſtead of cooling, inflame 
Men's "Temper, let us add Fuel to the 
Fire, and accumulate it on their Heads; 
but let us take Care that we give no other 
Offence, than the conſcientious Diſcharge 
of our Duty, in fighting the good Fight 
of Faith, and contending: for an incorrup- 

% tible Crown':” And if this ſhould pro- 

1 8 e let us n in the bs, of 
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| vocation, and glorify God, by truſting in 
His Divine Providence; and let us not ſeek 
any other Revenge on our Maligners, than 
by diſplaying the Light of Truth, and con- 
tinuing, like the Sun of Righteouſneſs, to 
ſhine on and diſpel the Clouds of Darkneſs. 
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F inculcate our Duty, and promote the 1 
* Peace and Happineſd of eee 
are never unſeaſonable . my Diſcourſe: 
therefore, I will treat of it in the following 7 


We mY ir, 1 ſhall [a into the Nature and "= 
* 5 Extent of this Rule. | il 
"1 ” lay blo you tho U e. ang Aa. 
« £-yantages of it; A 
= IS; exhort and — A Proc Ry 
EE. „ 
= And, Firſt, This 99 is but = 
tuo ſelf-evident Principles of Equity : That all 
Things oy be treated agretably to their Na- 
tum; and, that Juſtice * Rafal * 
77 * Friar. . 
The Univerſality of the firſt, renders this 
Precept applicable to Creatures of a diffe- 
tent Species: Since it is manifeſt, that all 
naturally deſire to be treated agreeably to 
their Nature, every one may learn from his 
don Defie, in What Manner he ho to 
des eber. 
_ Thie ſecond Principle ſeems to be Se 
5 to the Individuals of the fame Species, and 
 intirnates to us that all who participate of the 
* fame common Nature, ate entitled to the 
dame general Conſideration: Or, when all 
IM other Circumſtances remain the ſame, mere 
=_ perſonal L Difference cannot ' make any Varia- 
= tion, and it matters not, who may be con- 
=. cerned ; but what is juſt and fit for one In- 
dividual to dh, or defrre, is juſt and fit toe an. 
her in the fame Situation. ofs 
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The Words indeed are more genera], and 
4 cntiry us to do not only what is juſt 
and fit, but all things whatſoever we 

. would, (or could w7/h,) that Men ſhould do 

< unto. us: But they muſt be underſtood in 

ſach a Senſe, as is conſiſtent with, or, found - 

ed upon the aforementioned Maxim. 

Io preſerve, therefore, this Conſiſteney ang 

Dependence, they muſt be confidered, either 
„„ Precept of impartial Juſtice," or, as a Rule 3 
„ for proving and conrecting our Define. 

If they be conſidered as a Precept of impar- 

tial Juſtice, the Words whatſoever ye would 

« that Men ſhould: do unto you,” muſt be 

taken in a circumſcribed Senſe, as the Deſire © 

of Reaſon ; not of Will, or Paſſion: A Man 

may deſire all the Riches in the World, and 

wiſh that his Neighbour would convey to him | 

his whole Subſtance; yet it would be an ex- 

traordinary Injunction which obliged him, on 

Account of that Abſurdity, to diſpoſe. of all 

his Poſſeſſion, and give it to his Neighbour: 

This would be wrong, and. imprafticable ; 
Wrong, in flying from one Extreme to another, 
and impoveriſhing himſelf and F amily ; and 
impracticable, as the Exceſs of ſelfiſh Deſires, 
would neceffarily prevent ſuch a ſocial Extra- 
vagance: And, therefore, when theſe Words 
are deſigned as a perfect Rule of Juſtice, they 
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ee de aher from abe, theſe de 5e 


. * unto. them.” ] 


But, this-Precept may be confdered as a 


| anne: Rule for proving and rectifying | | 


our Deſires ; and then it may be taken in its 
- tmoſt Extent: As, for Example, whatever 
ye would that Men ſhould do to you,”  con- 
ſccet, whether, you be willing, or whether it 
de proper to do the ſume to others; or, try 


your Deſire, by ſuppoſing it another's, and 
_ fee on that mung it be right 


8 in you to comply with it; and if upon this 


Setutiny, yon find it etorbitant, infer that 
the Deſire, (whatever it may be,) is ex- 
ceflive, and ought to be lowered; and re- 
Pest the Trial, till your Expectation, and 
Compliance, coincide: When you may fairly 
determine, that the Deſire is modeſt and na- 
tural, and para ent bind Be- 
_ haviour to others. 

Or in other Words, bring "your Deſire, to 
the Balance of Juſtice, and weigh it with your 
_ Inclination to pratify the ſame Deſire in an- 
other: If your Defire preponderates, it is % 
and N þ# ton e too much on your own 
Side, and your Neighbour ; take there- 


| firm the ns Bs, nad add the ah; 


C23 Yy Bas 8 1 A, > 
* 8 0 


DISCOURSE: Ret | an 


17 un 5 are ſuſpended in an Equilitnioms 
. e 
are willing to give, your Self-Love, an 
n be duly balance. 
bee eee and obrious c 
Bus is is necoſlary.'to obſerve ber ben 
85 22 laſt Part, that there. is « Tranſpoſitian 7 | 
ourſelves in the Place r ee e 15 
| nin Place, implied la d .,, 
And as this Damen ene, to eme 
1 an an; ee = forrtimes; a ,partidl _ 
manner, it will be en, to " "_ 1 
n r N : | 
It is an univerſally true Propoſitions an wr 
be thadnend: from the firſt Principle of Juſtice, 
that what any Beings may reaſdnably deſire 
from other Beings, of à different Kind, it 
would be juſt for them to do to thoſe others, 
on a Suppoſition of a Change of Natute and 
Oondition: But though this be 3 
true, yet not univerſally practicable ; ds 


1 know but little of the Conſtitution, 3 g 
I Animals, and. have imperſect Ideas of their 
Wants or Powers, we cannot completely trans- 
fer ourſelves into their Place: In one or two 
particular Inſtances, indeed, where the Symp- _ 
dene heir Wants and Feaings ces mani 1 
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feſt; that we can eaſily i ima gine nde ana- 
5 to them in our own; there the Idea of 
* we ſhould feel, were we in theit Condi- 
tion, might direct us, in ſome Meaſure, how 
to act by them: But in general, no entire Rule 

of Action can be formed from this Kind of 
eee The Change, therefore, of 
PFerſons, more properly belongs to the Hu- 
man Species; and as it is appropriated to it in 
theſe Words, © whatſoever ye would that Men 
. ſhould do unto you,” I ſhall confider them 


28 deſigned ſolely ſpr e . and 


From the Þ Participation ee en common 
Nature, we are either in the ſame Circum- 
ſtances with our Brother, or may eaſily imagine 


5 _ ,ourlelves in them and hence render ourſelves, 


competent Judges of i. in __ N 
len happen between us. 


We are in the ſame en with our 
Fan in all Things, common and preſent to 
us both, or, immediately flowing from the natu- 
oral Parity of Mankind; Which natural Equa- 
_"Hity" is very'-extenſfive, as we are all placed in 
the ſame” Order of Being ; are alike, ration- 
al, ſenſitive Animals, and nearly reſembling 


one another in our Underflanding, Will, and 


- Afeftions ; Food, engen and Habitation, 
. win e E , are the common 


1 | Neceſſaries 
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1 of bajnani Life; we: ue e tle 
ject to the ſame Terms: of Mortality, and to 
the ſame Kind of Diſeaſes and Infirmities; we 


are Fellow Members of Society, having mutual 


Obligations, and reciprocal Dependencies; ant 


laſtly, our Intereſt confiſts in the fame Things, 
and is to be attained by the ſame Courſe:: 
From which Circumſtances it follows, that 
all have the ſame Laws of Nature, and Rules 
of Conduct: In theſe Reſpects, therefore, 
where our Wants and Feelings are mutual 
and general, the Deſire of the Individual "is 
the Betre of the whole Species, and every 


Man is the true Repreſentative of his Neign- 


and the Epitome of Mankind: Here the 
Tranſpoſition of Perſons alone is fufficient z 
and if we aſle . ourſelves, 00 


1 from. others the ahſwer is (general, ani a full . 
Recital af our Duty to chem; or, if we in- 


Juire what we aug br to, ds 10 them, we hall 

find an exact Detail of /our Expectutiant from 
them, or their Duty to us: Thus in all Deciſi- 
ons of Property, and Caſes ne the Rela- 
tions are equal or co-ordinate, as betwe 
and Man, between Fellow-Citizing Neigh- 
bours, or Brethren, it is no Matter who: 
are the Individuals; as there is no Difference 
of Circumſtances, che Claims and Rules of 


uy will be on each Side the fame; 
| and 


n Man 
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95 Bor, befides! theſe * 
which the Relative and Correlative are 
placed ; there are alſo Citcumſtances, which 
though common to all, are not equa; 
to all, or Which make one” Individual differ 
ſalf at different Seaſons. 
Nature, do not como to all in the ſame Degree, 
ar at the fare Period ] ſom are viſited with: 
| : arty, pin ue wry Dan 
enjoy Health „Plenty, and 
xe; likewiſe; ſubordinate mr uy emacs 
Dependancics flowing frum natural or political 
Inſtitutions, from different Occupations, Ages, 
and unequal Diviſions of 
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nat the ſame in all = In Caſes, 
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thee Changes, A we mes f 
or de in qaur preſent State: As, for In- 
ſtance, Whatever Treatment any Perſon, ſup- 
paſing he was a gon or Servant, ſhould think it 
reaſonable to receive from his Fathet or Matter, 
the ſame ought he to extend to hid Son or 
detvant; and the Sen ſhould pay that Ho- 
nour to his Father, and the Servant ſhew thaẽt 
Obedience to his Maſter, which. he ſuppoſing, 
ee geen . 


"we: ſhould 
tels, "from Peron i | our: 2 Cineum- 


- Suck: are. the Tainkpelhions hls 10 
made, for the: due Obſervatioivof this Precept: 


"aha Tranſpofitions' are” ee 
and the Iunferences juſt: I we only change 
enen Gy 


N | 
ch 4 
5 5 3 
5 SF CET OP $5 
* 5 
b / 
* © s * 


JESS 4 


* 


* Y 


with, that by:- imagining ourſelves in them, 
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5 a en HUG Bae Os 

or; if there be a Change of Perſont and Cn. 
fines it will be of ſuch Conditions, às ate 
bvommon to Mankind, and in which we may 
Probably habe been; ot, from the Identity 
of our Nature, and our Obſervations on our 
Fellow · Creatutes, we are ſo well acquaitited = 


* ys _ 4 one 4g pate] 


"Nature and E 
1 ſhall now proceed to 0 the Us 
en, V 
+7 And the firſt — is, that it is a com- 
prehenſive Rule of Action, containing the 
whole: Duty of Man to his Neighbour, ad 
extending to every Occurrence in ſocial Life. 
All the Commandmentꝭ in the ſecond Table 
ate comptized in this Injunction, . Thou ſhalt 
e love thy Neighbour as thyſelf,” or then 
ſhalt; conſider him as another Self, wad dg ww. 
bim as thou wrouldſt be done unt. 
Secondly, this Precept is dapted; to overy_ 
| Capacity every one knows what bis Ext 
feons: are from Mankind, and thence can 
_ readily, inform himſelf what Mankind expects 
bm Ly And as he is conſcious” of his na- 
tural Parity with his Fellow-Creatures, and 
converſant with the Conditions of human 
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Ii be Eper det be Sides e , 
_ * ſhould. do to others, as he would. thex 
« ſhould do to him: The Juſtice of this 1 
7 Rule. i is obvious to the meaneſt Underſtandingz - , 
it is acknowledged by all; it is felt by all; _ = 
accompanied with a Senſe of Duty, and 
2 Conſeiouſueſt of an Obligation, ariſing. as = 
it were by Inſtinct, or, as the Impulſe of Pro 
videnee, quickening us to. the Obſervance, of ll 
it; Aſk an illiterate Perſon whether he ſhould _ 8 
nut do to others as he would be done unto,? - 
and he will not heſitate a Moment, but ac. 
knowledge, the Truth, and feel himſelf bound 
to conform to it: The ſelfiſh and ſordid 
Wretch, induced by ſome lucrative View 
to act againſt this Rule, is ſo conſcious of _ 
its Rectitude and univerſal Approbation, en Fl 
that de dates not avow his own Practices, 
but ſtands convicted of e in -_ rg N 
the Importance, of. this Divine: denen than 
the Pc which our all quſt Creator hath 5 
thought fit to make for the Practice of it, by 
inſpiring every Breaſt with an intuitive Know- 


ledge of it, een placing ſuch a ſtrong Bias tag 
attract us towards it, that we muſt offer Violen ee 
to our Judgment and Conſcience before we eun ; = 
divert ourſelves; from it. : 
Hence, another Advantage of this Role; > 
that it is always at hand; we bear it, _—— 
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And moreover, it is a Rt 

” Power to prackiſt: It is" —— 
td know whit he wills fon aot 
tere is no Diffictlty, in making 


und as juſt 
Strengtir; he is ſubject t h ' Cottypul 
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esd 10 b WR or; ee r eh _ 
Characters that he Wo runs mia read 


them: What Moſes {aid of the Comimand- 


mweuts which he yave the Children of ue, 
e te ee this: It is not hidden 


% from thee; neither is it far off: It is not 


: Lin ener, tit chow oulatk fey, who wal 


op Be" bi to Feten, and "bling it 


5 * unto us, ber of we may hear it and do it? 
5. Tu Neither is 


b the Sea, that thou 
« ſhouldft ſay, "obo fiſt go ver the Be for 
«us, and bring it unto us, that we may hear 


© | aud do it? But the Word is very nigh 


unto thee, n= Aeon whe ati thy ar, | 


* that thou mayſt do it.” 


7 
to do the ſame — a ready 
Tequired ; ind who dam hinder 
Man may de us! honeſt 
pieaee; ber Res his 


Mind is al! 
us of it? *Evety 
as he 


of Reſtraint from without; and where Nature 


operates freely, rewards" it | from 
but inorfimite Paſſions 
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1 _ Influence the Will, 
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Mit. over the ; Undertanding. and. 31 8 70 
h 18 
it, yet „ 5 
and prejudice the 
Mind againſt it: Were we but rarely to. 
make a falſe Judgment of Intereſt, or was 
this wrong Jadgment ſeldom to interfere 
with our Duty, its Prevalence would be 
leſs injurious : . But the contrary in either 
Caſe, too eo happens : : Some through 


_ difeern Truth throhgh 


of the Udet ding Ge 
«ale Judgment of Intereſt, while puta: | 
their Paſſions: to make this Judgment for. 
them; and where Avarice, Ambirimm and Prick“ 
fre, Men will be partial to themſthvess. = 
where Envy, Revenge ant Malice prevail; they 
will be prejudiced again biber: Hence it 
comes to paſs, that few are capable of judging 
right in their on Cauſe: The great Uſe, of 
2 therefore, is o remove theſe 
Obſtacles; and eee che Paſſions, _ ee 
Weg d Ua rag eig Ve 0 680 fe 
act as Arbitrators between our Neighbour, and 
ourſelves; for which Purpoſe,, it abſtracts us 
s it were out of -ourſclves, or-divorces Reaſon 
| from Paſſionz and by making us conſider our © . 
Dieſires or Actions as another's, (Intereſt and 5 
ff a ng Loos om us, We mew 


* * 

8 

e 
+: 

a+ <a 

FJ 

n ma 


"4M 
5 "0M 
——_ 8 

. 


tion 57 this Bats! it this: Riad e re 000 all. 
Thonghts'of - Intereſts are extludet;.-Juſties 2 
ngroſſes — : 
dee lions ie (exited); by vile 
prior Poſſeſibn we become 
ſuperiour-to the Poets of 2Hutheff r. Raf. 
ane of this Spe! 
ty recorded in the Chronides of the 
15 Kings of Zfael; which, as an IIluſtration uf 
the Uſe of this Role, and à Conf'öfnation- 
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difference; | and dag ct, Top 
—— il they were another en 54 
_ —Thouph/SelfInteretttis tovienthgetick to be 5 
reſiſted when we art actually attracted by it 
yet on the vther- Hand, eee 


eee and we are once actunted hy the 


But by (the: Applica 


wier deep 1 
— or 


There is a remarkable] 


its Powers, demands:/your-Attentionz191c0-3 
Nathan the Prophet laid before -Dwvid*his 


Brother; a Caſe of iniquitous Opproſſion, z the 


Parable of the rich Mat) ſeiring the pet 
Man's Lamb : The Ring was ſo affected at ihe 
_ and: moved with 


Heth, the Man who/ hatly:done this Thing 


Aunll furely die 201. Este bechad mot he leaſe 
ſuſpicion i of any Deſign upon himſelf; hut a 
oon as the Senſe of this 


5 2 eee Reſolution: of punim- 
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2 of Juſtice, we eilnet be ae. 


Indignation at the 
r, that he proteſted, ta the Lord l 
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ine te nder, the Prophet applice th . 
bien with having been he 
— 1 David confounded-at this unex- 
paſted Attacks! (his \ ruling Paſſions having been: 
„his Mind leſt open, and Juſties ſub. 
4d pour its whole-Force into it, and ta 
take: ach ample Poſſeſſion, that it could, n? 
be-dillodged;) was: ſtriaken with the Can- 
ſeiouſngfe; f Guile... and the Epi of his 
Semlence, that he had: no Power to ſuppees 
ide one, nor Confidence to read the other. 
Had the. Prophet. openly. and direthy.aconſed 
bigs»5ftb-tha:liandd: Crimes of Munder and 


aging this/idocoſe 41 But ut by this innocent 
neee he was dran iato a — . — 'of 
and a Condenmation of Hi; the 


2 bd i a onfÞ offs ee 

-i2 By a filr » Application, the: Duty ef 
© Wes! daran the Lawyet, 
hen dur Bawibur aſked hun, „ who; ws 
an neighhaur tochim hat fll among Tie 
Kind ne erw ant — 7 
2 Merey to bim 

eur Saviour | uiged - -this — 
Rs "goat ee — 
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DISCOURSE: = 423 
” — The Lawyer could not FR pers 1 
ecive, that there was no other Nelation hs. 
tween the Samaritan: and the than 
between himſelf and another aflifted Per: 
ſon; that the Samaritan only teſtiſted a humane 
HFeart towards one eee human Form, 
and did no more than what he himſelf and 
every Man would deſire to be done unto, and 
ought to do to all, in the fame Situation. 
Theſe are Proofs of ' the-Influence'sf - 
Juſtice'on an unbiaſſed Mind; ' and''through ng 
the Application of this Rule we treat 1 
| — ourſelves much in the ſame Manner: By =_—_ 
racing ourſelves from our Actions, "and 
. viewing them; as if they were another's, and 
appealing to ourſelves as to indifferent Perſons, 
we ſhall divert our Partiality' and Prejudice, 
and (our Senſe of Duty and Equity being per- 
fectly unembatraſſed,) make a fair judgment; 
and when we apply it to ourſelves; the Paſfons 
not being able to recover themſelves,” Juſtice 
will retain its Seat, _ oo us to ſtand wy 
its Determ ninations, ' 30G MONDO as... > 
But laſtly, The Weight” of Pee and 
8 Partial ties which hang like a Mill-ſtone about 
our Necks, is not only removed, and the Judg- 
ment relieved” from this grievous Yoke, 
by the Means of this Precept; but iu moſt 
Caſes there is more done by it: It excites the 
a My wi OY makes us ſympathize 
; *'D-0:4: with 
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. our 3 1 nach: dog FA, 
him, and placing | ourſelves in :his./Cirenin+ 
 Rances, Self · Love becomes his bee e, and 
Pleads bin Cauſe, by urging us to the Diſcharge 
2 Duty to him, and the Abatement of 
1 Demand from bim. Bd S awen msn 

But the Power of this Role will be beſt ex- 
eplied by. a ſpecial Application of it, to ſame 
La nner. in, which ede be 
dd; As Kilt When my Nolghbove'i is viole 
eum, and threatens me with ſome 9 
t me ſuppoſe myſelf the irritated Perſon⸗ 
and on this un, inquire, whether I have 
not been ill treated? Hath not my Character 
n and ſome falſe and: ſcand ous 
ories. caiſed. to my Prejudice? My Perſon 
5 — 5 or my Property injured? Do not 
F Doth not Prudence 
reſeribę Reſentment, and Self- Defence urge 
A 5 the Prevention of a future 
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2t oi ee frown me, and d ſuppoſed. to be 


an another's,” 1 ſhall. probably find that I hate 
given Provocation, and Ground of Offence: 
And inſtead: of repeating the Affront, and 

eaping Coal. upon the Fire, I ſhall be 
Wi. a; Senſe; and Acknowledgment. of 
behaviour; endeavour to extinguiſh 
s „% 4, another's 
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"ether! ge | 
An proper Submiſſion and ready Diſplay 1of 
„ , futdre good OH, [crylnnau | ns n 10a 
dor at leaſt, this Tranſpoſitiotr will ate he 
good Effect, of putting me. to ſearch narrowly © 

into my own Behaviour, preventing mo from 
catching the Flame of another's r 
my Reſentment, and con in ſome 

Degree towards my doitig to rn 
no mote than what I ſhôuld chink right to 

-beddohe to myfelf20r: © ef. Ne 
Ot, When Lam! going to! be the: Aggreſſor, 
and my Hand is lifted up againſt my Neigh- 
bour, let me ſuſpend the Stroke; change 
Places with him, and conſider ny ſelf as ging 
to heraſſaulted :by him; and on gthis Idea let 
violent Meaſures : Have 1; offerided:; him ? 
If but onct, ſurely that cannot! deſerve ſudh 
an ſevere: Netufn j if ofteh dul it mot 
he better to repeat his Forgiveneſs, and try 
all fair Means, beſote he proceeds to Bxtre- 
/ mities ? Reſiſtance will hatden, but Fos 

bearance diſſolve me; and I: cantiot long con- 
tinue at Vatiance with him, aan 
not 4 bera-Enwityowith meer ac 
„ Bat if no Affront hath; been offered; we 

Provocation given let me-alk myſelf, How = 
* ſhould like to have | ſuch a Peron for . 


IC r, he without any 'Cauſs in 
Contradiction 
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| — both with his Duty and: his 

Intereſt will not live at Peace with me, 
but takes an unnatural Pleaſurd in wreaking 
: His Il Nuture; aud Malice upon me? If I 
dum inzureſl in my Peron, n y Fortune, or 
my Character, am I not med in a ſenſibie 
Part?) Dots it not incite myckoen Reſentment, = 
and turn me from u Friend to an Enemy; 
g 3101 am a Member :likewiſe:of the Com- 
munity, are not Offene a erar- 
of "civil Juſtice? Are not private Wrongs 
: Injuries % And, do nbt 52 2 iglOthe - 
| 2 -of them the Feſts of Sotiety, und 
Vinlators of the Lats af Got and Man t- 
Nor can che Diffurente of Porſons vary the . 
Caſe: Are net my Neighbour 's Fortune, his 
ꝓeiſonꝭ bis Oharucter as dear to him as mine an 
Wei nie? Hath he not the ſame tender Feelings? 
Mie fame Seriment of Reſentment ? Du d not 

Wiolate he ume Laws of Juſtice?! And / is not 
the Prace of Society as much 5 
my Contentone as my:Neighbour's ? A n 


5 Jonot at much dbnömious to the ſame human 
and divine Penaltics ?? 1 nine | 
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as theſe, cannot fail of 


Wr geinſt my Neighbouf, and r 


me a jul Senſs' of my Obligations — jy 


and Ait . ene en ee bliyom Þ . 
e Bee thiedly, when enn der. 
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" Reljet® How do I bleſs *. 
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1 Expegsttens and * 
me importunate for Aſſiſtane from 

Nishbour let me appel myſelf in 4 
- Cirqumaſtagces,;, afſpme; his. Character, and 
enter into his Part, as if it were my own; In 
© me conſider upon this Change, what Abilities - 


I poſſeſs? What Relation I bear? Hane I 
not nearer Friends, and more neceſſitous 


Dependents, , who may have a- prior Claim 
to my Service And Would, it not be 


ee 3 ad bergailpy e 
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by. . 1 wh bp 


onfront - our Deſires; and — 
is reaſonable in your Naighbour 0 
— learn what is proper for ug to 
expect. and judge candidly of hin, 
And leſtly,, When my Brether labours un- 
det: any grievous Affliction, or Diſheſt, let 


me et the Glas babe ce. and Daa 


myielf ſtruggling / with the ſame Calamity-; 


How plainly do I, then, ptrevive-the Duty of 


-Humagity, and my Right to the Aſſiſtange of 
my *Fellow-Creatures'? ' How, ſtrongly are 
theſe Qbligations. imprinted r 3 
Do I not wonder how any 
inſenſible of my Miſeries as 
unconcerned ? How: 3 
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ive: Ib. tt ich Jarttp Oratietids * adore 
2 Bene factor?) eee eee e 
But is not my Brother” the ſame miſerable 
ade” with rfiyfelf p Ds not 1 ſee him 
e under Pam, and languiſhing in the 
fare Helplefs Manner“ Are not his Calls for 
Afiſtance as Loud, and his Title to it 0 15 
ut mitte? Would not the Balm pou 
. Wounds afſuage Bis Pain as wel ar 
er And Would not Relief" chme us ſeas 
. Tonably, and" meet with the ſame cordial 
© Reception? And laſtly, Do I not ſee the Heart 
bei the" Tuctourell; like my own, daneing for 
Joy, and'the Bleffing of him WO was ready to 
- Perifh'povred forth as fervently on his Deliverer 7 
e Ukctive, by drawing a Picture of out Brother 
from ourſelyes and gurſelves from. our Brothee, 
viewitlg” chem in the ſame Light, and com- 
1 11 together, We ſhall dearn to forgive 
; forbear from Injuries; moderate 
a Epics i. Diſtal 1 a d coi 
miſerate the "AMiced, 15:1! N On ate wv Wal 
_ to ſet bebte 46k 
dome of the general Uſes to be made of this 
"divine Precept, and the Advantages” arif 


rom the Application of ie. 1e 3041 * C3 

elt It only remains, theiwfore; in the laſt Place, 

to exhort and recommend the Practice of it 

e th Purt bf my Di- 

a "The —— and Dif play of 3 
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Uſes. and Advantages, r 5 a 

Recommendation unneceſſary. _—_— 
What more, powerful Motives: can oth. 1 | 
= the Practice of it, than its. being founded 
upon the firſt Principles of Equity _ Truth; 

_ that it is level to all Capacities ; that we can- - 
not be. deceived, by it; that we are confident, | 
we are in the right when, we act by it; thag 

our Reaſon aſſents, our Conſcience urge? 

us to it, and it hath the Seal. of univerſal 
Approbation? What Excuſe then can we have 

for not practiſing it? | DEE ” - —_— 

We cannot plead Aan: Cochwon _— 

Senſe. ſuggeſts, and the World appeals to, . U / 

and reminds. us of it; When we ſee others — - 

| wrong, and eſpecially. to ourlelves, do we 

+ - not; immediately fly to this Rule? Do we not 

reſctibe the Application of it, as effectual 

Means to convince them of their Iniquity ? 

Do we not bid ow reflect how. they would 
| be, Jane, unto, and whether their Treatment 

of _ us, is ſuch, as they would expect fm 

usf. And, if we are ſo ready to dictate it tio 
others, Why are we not, as forward to recom- 
mend it to ourſelyes ? It we are ſenſible that ay 

is the beſt Means for curbing our Neigh- — 

bour 3 Extravagance, why do we not know . 
ä that i it will be as uſeful in checking our.own ? 
We cannot plead Inability ?. We know: what 
| we Kane from Fe . Weh is no Diff 

ji 1 cult 
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Place, and leandithy "whit His De ws 
from us; and” thits; it is ef to balance bur 


 . _ Defirts, and to act by therm, When .o balanced: 


Had our Taſk been extrernely difficult, ooghtwe 


not to have exerted out beftctideavours toperforiti | 


nt; Hoy willing then ſhould we be, to diſcharge 
it when this cotripetdious Rule alone is fet 


| | before us; und OT Rot of UP | 


than to regulate out Practice by it? 


Sa, But there is no Topick, by which this Rule 


can be urged with 2 Advantage, than'that | 
of its removing the Preſtigites” and Partialities 
which a falſe Judgement of Thtereft or inorditiate 


Paſſion creates; Sid convetting Self-Love inte 


> ourſelves againſt the ride ror | 


un Advocate for our Neighbour ? There cannot 
be a ſtronger Proof of the Weaknelb and De- 
._.. pravity of 1 Nature, than the' Prepoſſef- 
e 555 Which blind the Underſtanding, and bias 
- the Will, in the plain Poltits of Juſtice and 
Duty: How fre 5 are Men impoſed upon 
by che A e Of Leh. and how power. 
| 1 is its Influence upon us ? Daily Expetiehce 
and Obſervation diſplay too many Examples of 
it: Now the beſt, and perhaps the vhly effer-. 
tua Prevention of this Inflaetice, is the Appli= 
- cation of this Rule: A quick Senſe of Ry wee, 
and a ſtrong Conſciouſneſs of Duty, are the Arm 
With which Providence hath arrayed vs, to de- 
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fl Beg ind Pane: I. l client pn 
| us; thetefvre; & be cbnberfitlt, Wich ther, to 
Have their always at hand, and lie Uhde hier; 


_ that when we are attacked 'by theſe Etiethies, 
| ve may hot be off our Ouard, of inxpeter in 
the Ufe of them: Though nb Man wilt difpute 


dee er e. ths Pic: No when tr 


Attention is engroffed by the Paſſions or Views 
of Intereſt; we fhalf not theſes tetollect 
it; we ſhould, therefore, do by * as tlie 


. Ib azlites dil by their Low, theditate © — 35 it 


when we lie down, and when we als bp; 


15 make it the daily Subject of gut Co 


tion; dent it about our Necks, and eontinually 
fene the Chatucters of it upott dint Hearts, 


dat it may be prevalent in our  Thotights, and 
occur on evety Emergency. 05 
This Subffituxion of dale in the Place 
bol out Neighbour, or perſonating his Character, 
is of ſuch e Uſe, that St. Paul thought 


fit to recommend it even to-thoſe whom we 


may reaſonably preſume to have been leaſt in- 


fluenced by Paſſion, and in Things where Self- 
Intereſt was leaſt concerned: Brethren, 
« ſays he to the |Galatiabs,}' if a Man be 
. qvertaken in Fault, ye that are ſpiritual 


« reſtore ſuch a one in the Spirit of Meek 


t neſs; conſidering thyſelf leſt thou alſo 
e be tempted:” He charged them to ſurvey 
: themſelves, reflect upon their own Frailities, 
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9 opiic nd, t the. fieſt 
"> at his. -offcading Ape: who, upon 0 
2 ſhorough | Ex: 0 
of all Offence in bis own Conſcience... But | 
10 conclude :. Since this Precept hath all the 
"Ip of being a Law of Nature, a8 eſtabliſhed 
on the F Principles. of .. Equity, deeply 
- Imprinted: upon the human Mind. and adapted 
890 all Capacities and Powers: Since it is a, Doc- 
tine | Revelatiog,. contained in the Law 
and the Pri bets, and enjoined; in the Goſpel; 
* then as Men ou 0 out 9 5 
any Regard for your Duty to your Creator; 
=) if — 7 9 5 you, hold yourſelves bound by 
a Lau which our Saviour came. to fi, and 
bl 3 He hath. expreſsly commanded. and 
enforced, you will wake ig your principal 
Care, © to do to all Men A would 
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